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TO THE RIGHT HONO- 
rable George, Marguiſſe Buckingham, 


Vicount VILLIER Ss, Baronof Whaddon, 


Lord high Admirall of Exe r axv, Iofticein Eyre of 
all bes Mai Forreſt, Parkes, and Chaſes beyond Trent, 
Malterof the Horſeto his Afaiefty; and one of the 
Gentlemen of bu Mics Bedehamber : Knight of 
the moſt noble order of the Garter, and 


one of his Mate fties moſt honowr able 
" proue Connſell of England, 
and Scoland, 
Right noble bu molt honoured Lord, 


$RE San humble and moſt ob- 
N24 ſequious Stranger , ha- 
q uing ſpent divers yeares 
=== inthis flouriſhing King- 
dome, and recciued many coruforta- 
ble and worthy fauours, from ſundry 
honorable and eminent perſonages, 


inthis renowned Court, whole rare 
+ } vertues 


T he Epiſile Dedicatory. 
vertues ſwaying the gouernment of ' | 
this happie Realme, vnder fuch an | 
illuſtrious and famous Prince, 
are divulged and difperſed ouer all 
the principalleſtreg1ons of the Chri- 
ſtian world : I could not but diſtaſt 
the perverſe petulancie of many 
Poets, which laid ſo many odious 
aſperſions ypon Courts,as if no ver- 
tue had in them any reſidence, but 
thatlike dangerous ſhelfes & rocks, 
they ſhould be ſhunned and avoy- 
ded, by all thoſe tharmeane toſquare 
their lives and actions, by the rule of 
true vertue and piety : whereas ra- 
ther their owne' 1mfſufficiencie and 
weakneſſe , making them incapable 
of high action and employment; and 
being akogether ynable to' refiftthe | 
infinite obiects of worldly temptat!- 
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The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ſeluestoacertaine vn profitable con- 
templation , wherein they ſtudie to, 
barke and ſnarle atthe honourable 


| labours and1indeuours of others, be- 
ing 1 n themſelues abſolutely immer1- 


torious, to diſcharge the noble fun- 
tions and offices of ſuch high places, 
& dignities. And becauſe your molt 
honeured Lorpſhip doth truely ex- 
emplifie, what I have vadoubtedly 
by long experience obſerued, I haue 
prefumed to ſhelter this my briefe 
and ſincere treatiſe , vnder the wing 
of your Honourable protection. 
VVhole- rare and admired vertues 
hauing to the ancient Nobility of 
your bloud, added the accumulati- 
on of many honours and greatdign1- 
ties; my vaworthy humble ſelfe - 
a 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
all devoted affection and loue, can 
but wiſhand pray , for their true ce- 
lebration and confirmation in the 
State of reſplendent and glorious 
eternity :1n all humble ſeruice and 
duty moſt deſirous to remaine, 


Your Lordſhips moſt bumbly 
devoted, profirate and. 
5": <p 
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THE COVRTIER 
OR 

KINDE READER, 


Hin 44k TM. 


Ourteous Courtier , and gentle 
Reader , hauing heere in 4 
plaine manner , and dirett 
method deſcribed certaine_ 
rulcs and precepts of a Conr- 
ly and Politicalt life ; 1 muſt 
crane thy friendly cenſure 
and courteo 45 connivenc:_, 
in that I haue not in this 
Treatiſe over curioufl; or 

nic ly tied my ſelfe to the obſeruation of logicall rules and 
preſcriptions. Let him who ſights mee, learne this one docu- 

F: ment, from mee, That it is the condition of truely genero:45 

þ and indicious men, not captiouſly to carpe and catch at the 

' fhadadowof words, but wiſely to ofew on the ſubſtantial 


4 matter it ſelfe. Now as touching the matter 1 doubt net, 


but that 1 haue ſo-compoſed: and compiled the ſame , as to 
5 F Line 


ThcEpiſtleto theReader. 
giue, if not plenary ſatisfattion , yet at leaſt , ſufficient con- 
tent to the expectation of euery indifferent Conrtier , cſþe- 
cially of: the vnexpericnced and newly initiatd thereinto, I 
purpoſe not heere to diſcourſe of the infelicities or ( as 1 
may ſo tearme them ) the Gay-greivances ofa Courtiers 
life z Neither yet to write of the immunities and commodities 
pF: the contrarie to this, a ptiuate life : This 1 ſuppoſe hath 
cene done by others , as cunningly and Skilfully as their wit 
could ſtretch utto : who indeed ſceme to haue made this the— 
fall ſcope andend of their ſtudies : namely, contumeliouſly to 
diſparage the renowme of Princes ; and ignominioujly tom: 
weigh again/t and calwmniate the lines of Couttiers. To 
which Fellowes ( doubtleſſe ) if we ſhould giue credit, 
Courtters would a great deale rather follow the Cart than 
Court and more deſire to line mn baſe and ionoble Shepheards 
cortazes, thaniy or abont their Princes noble Palares. But fie 
vpon the rilitnlous ſpeeches of ſarh idle 1arots z, Avant, 
ſuth fond opinions of men ſo 1gnorant and —_— beſotted: 
Whoſe indeement if it weye not moſt corrupt and Ini 
able, we might quickly ſee all civil gonermnent wholy aj 
liſhed, and the Conrts of Kings a;ſgrarefmily relinquiſhed > 
This then we muſt both hold and know for a truth z which al-« 
fo eſpecially advertiſed and intimated in this litle worke, 
that there is no eftate or condition of life what/dtutr, but 
hath imit , the thornes of many miſeries and ſhackles of in- 
carcerating encombrantes. And if the treait of the moſt wiſe 
Philoſopher may gaine any eredit with 335, Nibil aliud in 
humanis rebus magtum, niſi animus magna deſpiciens. 
Thts his noble Sentence will declare unto 5 that there ieme« 
thing in the whole world, that may wmftly be termed Great, 
except the minde lightly regarding Gyeat-things. Whither 
then thou be a Courtier, or a Countz)-man, 'tis neither this 
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The Epiſtleto the Reader. 
nor that condition of life , which can make thee happy : but 
the minde well and informed by nature , and «5 it 
were watered with the divine dew and grace of Govs 
gracious Spirit. 

in briefe ( kinde Conrtier and friendly Reader ) Quam- 
cunque Spartam fuerimus na&ti &c. Whatſoeuer eſtate or 
office we haue oltained. fromthe great Steward, or rather 
the (upreame I riyce o; heanen , let ws ſo carry our ſelues 
therein, that tothe wimeſt cf our power, we may adorne_s 
and beautifie the ſame. But if we will neeaes be carfing 
and biting at, tho[e things which afpertaine not to ws ; let 
Us 0n Gods naxe hate mens wices but not their perſons : Let 
Ts :0t kicke againſi that politicall regiment and ordination, 
whoſe originall is from God him{elfe. Fer, hereunto we are 
inwutcd by the prece;ts and counſells of the graueſt andmoſt 
Wi/& eſpecially of that Poet : 


Parcere Perſonis, dicere de vicijs; 
That 6, 


Tis wifedome, wiſely, in theſe ſinfull times 
Mens Perſons nut to harme, but charme their crimes. 


But to comelude in a werd, for / deſire to be briefe ; 1 grant 
(indeed ) that ſome Courtters are too inmoderately and 
ambitionſly prope, te hunt after honour, preferment , rule_ 
and ric es, and ( which doe as it were naturally grow out Fd 
them: ) topleaſure aud woluptuouſneſſe ; and that they 
more highly eftimate theſe externall unconſtant and flippery 
things, than 1 conſonant, cr convenient either to time, place 
or perſons : Tet notwithſtanding it i no copſequence that for 
ſome particular ill adaitted ind vicious Conriters, the 
Conrt and Courtiers in general who officiate good ani neceſ- 
A 2 ſary 
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"= The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


ſary ſerwices to their Prince, ſhould be otterly condemned, 
or that ſuch infamous aſjerſions ſhould be ſo generally caft 
wpon theme all. | 4 6 

The opinion therefore, of Lucan we wtterly diſlike and re+ 
pudiate as moſt abſurd : 
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Exeat Aula 
Qui voleteſle pius; virtus & ſumma poteſtas 
Non cocunt, g#c. 


| Depart from Court, if thou wilt pious be 
V. Goodnelſle and Greatneſle will nor, there, agree. 


It a flaſh, a gew-gaw, a meere frivolots trifle ; onleſſe 
we haue reſpett onely to thoſe Monſters of men, Tiberius, 
Caligula, Ciaudius, Nero, Julian the Apoſiata, Phbcas, 
and ſuch like fire-brands of fury , and Patrons of impictie ; 
Never caſling our cies pon , nor rightly recogitating the 
moſt noble and renowned ations of thoſe truely pious and 

 pruaent Courtiers,the moſt profitable and comfortable organs 
and inſiruments both of Church and Common-wealth ; in 
the xumber of whom 1 may firſt ranke, the maſt pious Pa- 
triarchloſeph, who at Court brcame the Prince and prime 
of all bis Brethren, the Eftabliſher of h1s people , yea the 
Very Baſis, and ( vnder God ) the Arlas of his Nation , ts 
when I adde Moles, Abdias, Dauid, Danic! and Mor. 
docai, who with great prudence and providence having, Wa- 
ded through and vanquiſhed the various ſtermes and ieo- 
pardous caſualties, of the turbulent fea ( as 1 may ſoſay) of 
the Court ; haue een therein meſt gloriouſly atcheiged the 
eminent and ever-permanent renowme and excellencie of 
wertue, wit, diguitze and perfect piety , yea and bane FReey 
Enem- 
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 TheEpiſtleto the Reader, 

themſelues thamaine provs and pillers of tht Chirdb of God, 
and their Weale-publike. And doubileſſe ( indicious Kea- 
der ) vnlefſe we wholy delight in anctent, forraine, and far- 
fetcht examples, and doe wilipend or reiea new and dome- 
ſticke patterns hereof. May we not mojt apparantly behald 
and jerſjicuonſly perceine a liaely , reall and: rejaihpatierne 
of mateſt ie, grace, wiſedome, learning, mercy, w/lice, pittte, 
and piety, in that moſt renewmed Courier , our maſt ſacred 
Soveratene King Tamns ?\Tes. deubileſſe. And none, 1 
daxe confidently avouch, except be be a periur d eyemie to all 
truth and equitie, will, or can if he would , deny this truth, 
Let Lucan then, in this reſþett, with all bis lunaticke Com- 
panions go [hike their eares ; who [o oninſtly inage, andvn- 
trucly doe teach; thoſe things to be [a reluctnouſly repugnant, 
which here we ſce are ſo harmoniouſly conſonant. But beit 
as twill be , heer's my determinate reſolution aud firm 
concluſion : 

Ire, redire, ſequi Regum ſublimia tea 

Eximius ſtatus eſt | you 


The nobleſt ſtate of life vnder the ſunne 
Is, for my King, to liue, to ride, torunne. 


And this, to thee alone ( inzenuous Courtier)) doe 1 hearti- 
ly deſire : Vntill thor ſhalt be tranſlated from thu tranſitory 
| and momentany Court , into that celeſtiall Palace eternally 

bleſſed and bliſſefull, without all ſighes and ſorrowes, toile 
and turmole, euen the manſions of the heauenty leruſalem. 
Ana this Chriſt Jeſus grant, who ſits at the eternall ternall 
fterne of his heauenly kingdome z onder whoſe baxner all 
Chriſtians whether Kings or Subjects , Courtiers or Coun- 

8rymen, do all fight, are all Conquerors,are all crowaed, 
A} To 


To Momus ha owne > 11aurtberer, 


Hz Ealth alſo to thee Momus, who whiles thou berea ft 
thy n/a of the ſweete fruite of Good both receined 
and wow [Ind od ; doſt dilacerate , WO: Wound 
thine owne heart, with the infeitious fangs of Fnuy : Aud, 
which « far the worſt, deſt xr 4. thy ſelfe bure 
AY: Oner aine = ry God : Thos | ſay, who thut 


— elfe 1 of f for pt 


o_ po" 


Non legis, & carpis ; = neccapls, inuide, carpis : 
Inuide , quz carpis , !ac meliora, legam, 


That is, 3 


Read, Momus; raile not trie, ere thou taunt, mine : 
Commend, or, mine come mend; then, Ile read thine, 


Thine if thou be thine owne. 
A. D. B. 


To 


TO HIS WORTHY AND 


wcll-defcruing friend Maſter 
A. D. B. 


eds 


M Oft truly bs thou ſhowne the diffrence gre 
Betwixt a ( ountry tt fe and Comtly ſeate, 


That ewery calling ſubief is to Fate, 
As well the Priuate hfe as Publike flate, 
By wuice or Tertve, Both, t9 trie and buſt ; 


Coed, Bad ; ; Bet, Worſt ;44 Detbem roſe, abuſe: 
To tS4ch all men , fance, all mens ſlates are ſuch, 
Nor Court, n#r Cart, #6 lane, to loath, too much. 


L V. 


ILLVSTRI 


| - : 
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ILLV.STRI ET GENEROSO 


D.D.GitbicrtoBycrinGnAno 
viro familia & virtute 
nobii. 


D— vinths us, probit us, & ſara decark, 

Sew plateat ver 4 Vobilitats bonos. | 

BvckinGHanvs ade, qu1cuncZebarpoſides DBM, 
En, factes certs Hnaicat ſa mots. | 

O niminm fahx,o 0 fayite We creat ur, IR 6 
Cui lam con 208 1 ors =_ 4s £qua fluit? 

Hance DES viporens IS Gy Gwogor, 
Firmnit magninnoxtibl. Recs amore | 


Luemlng fromernme Ur CF gratis morum 
Opto tibi Rt x hunc continuare velis. 


Wy Theſamein Engliſh. 
vW It, vertue, beauty, ſincere honeſty, 


True reall badges of nobilitie. 
All met in One, to make a man of Fame 
Allſhining bright innobleBycx 1Ncu an: 
O happy, o ttTi by bleft Fare," 
Whole ſtarres, his honors, thus —— 
GOD andtheK i N 6, yea Nature, all concurre, 
Fozgracegreat George with Honors polden-ſpurre. 
©), neuer may thy King, to loue thee, ceaſe, 
But thy rare parts, his heatts true loue cncreaſe. 


A. D. B. 


Court of King 
IAMES. 


F Frer that I had reſolued, and with my 

v ſelfe determined ( Illuſtrious and 

thrice Noble Mazavres5st) tO A preambl 

diuulge and ſer forth vnto publike whercinis 

view,lomewhat concerning the lite —_—_— 

of a Courtter 3 And hauing ſpent cauſe ofthis 

much moſt ſcrious and cabins de- Tremile. 

liberation,and conſtant conſideration, to whom I might 

exhibite and preſent, this of-ſpring and tender Infant of 

mine, the fruite of my Labors ; atlaft I moſt fortunately 

thought vpon your Right Ho. Lordſhip , for which I 

moſt ſubmiſly craue your Lordſhips pardon:and moſt 

humbly deſire that you would vouchſafe to entertaine 

ſo courtcons a periwalion , and fauourable an opinion 

of me: that I hauenoteither with any impudence, much 

lefle Imprudence, attempted ought herein. Many of my 

neereſt and deerelſt frendes,afluring me that it would bee 

worth the labour ; 6” al yea conktrained mee , by 
CACIr 
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The (ourt of King Famer. 


their importunity, to preſent this moſt humble Preſent, 
The Court of our molt Royall King,vnto your Honour: 
In which Court you ( right Noble Lord ) for your ex- 
cellent and ſingular,both internall and externall vertues 
and endowements, doe moſt reſplendently gliſter and 
ſhine,like a moſt pretious Iewell richly garniſhed in the 
pureſt Gold. Therefore it cannot , doubtleſle, bee Im- 
pudenciein me, thus to endeauour and delire,that theſe 
my !abours,may haue your Lordſhips worthy approba- 
tion; whoſe daily endeanours are moſt induſtriouily em- 
ployed, inthe negotiation of the profitable affaires of 
your King and his common-wealth. And to this end & 
purpoſe, and for this ſpeciall cauſe, do I moſt proſtrately 


| profter and preſent vnto your Honour,this ſmall volume 


vnderthe tixle af the Court of EFamzs King of, Great 
Britaize. Neither yet doe I doubt, but that this my 
labour herein,will receiue a grateful acceptation from all 
thoſe, who nat ſo much with their Corporall, as their 
Mentalleyesof Intelligence, do fee and throughly ſee 
into the generofity of your linage , the great and moſt 
graue wiſedome, which doth inhabite in ſo greene and 
younga Breaft, your modeſty , aftabilinie and great hu- 
manitie. Afigg for enuious Criticks,therefore,of moſt 
deiefted and degenerous condition; who practiſe no» 
thing ſo much, as baſely and matignantly to cenſure 
mens perſons, faults, and infirmittes. But theiudge- 
ment of rhe moſt judicious andiuſt indges may giue both 
mee andall good men full content ; principally the great 
love and fauour of our mott potent and ; mg King, 
who hath graciouſly ele&ted and made choice of your 
Honour,as a man moſt excellent,moft accompliſh : on 
whom ( many others being negtetted ) hee ty 

ite 
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T be (ourt of King Fames. 


ferre,yea accumulate the fauourable effetsof his Princ- 
ſy bencuolence, bounty, and benignityr; This your Ho- 
nours louely lot and felicity, no doubx.may bite to the 
quicke, and cuen(asit were)boyle the harts of the malici- 
ous : but good and honeſt minded men, who are the lo- 
uers and embracers of your Honours virtue and integri- 
ty, doe contrariwife vadoubtedly reioyce at, and harrti- 
ly congratulate the ſame. 'T hus haue I, ( T hope) freed 
my ſelte from ſnſpe& of Impudence. Now againe it 
any accuſe me of Imprudency, to auoide this imputati- 
on, I thus anſwer. That I vndertooke notthis worke by 
mine owne authority, motion, or inſtigation , but as ha- 
uing beene vrgently ſolicited thereunto, by the vehe- 
ment pn of ſome worthy perſonages , who 


thenſclues haue obſerued diners Pamphlets,touching 
the Court to haue binne formerly publiſhed , which ſce- 
med rather to haue beene com in the diſgrace of 
Princes,and deri{ion of their followers, then ſoundly or 
ſincerely to inſtru or ſhew them, what is to be followed 
what to be auoided. I alſo (for mine owne part) do aſſu- 
redly know, thatthereare and haue bi in our owne 
and in the memorie of our fore-fathers, ſuch men,who 
are as it were naturally borne, to peruert and depraue 
things, both well ſpoken and as well performed: whoſe 
cuſtome andcoun(ell I vtterly dereft, and in this treatiſe, 
do faithfully proteſt;chat I haue endeauoured what in me 
lay, to lay hold onthe goulden-meane; for what ſoeuer 
I have wdged commendable, I haue accordingly com- 
mended; and what ſgener I haue contrariwiſe thought to 
bee culpable, I haue likewiſe condemned. Which my 
impartial and indifferent dealing herein, hope no good 
UTI Cann will difallow ; as qu 
2 ne 
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The (ourt of King Fames. 
neft and ill-affeRed fellowes, whether they praiſe or dif- 


praiſe ought herjin, neither I, nor any wiſe man ſhall 
thereby thi ker ſelues hurt,or takeir to the heart. Yer 
this I dare confidently avouch , that if IThad an intention 


ro run ouer bo ht that have bin promiſcuoufly and 


confuſedly, both thad and written by many men againſt 
Courtiers; the Court would (Iam per{waded) be moſt 
diſtaſteful to many,to whom I know tis now moſt plea- 
fant and delightfull. Burthis my little volume (Ihope) 
fhall be profitable to many,gratefull to the good, hatetull 
to none butto the Impious and Enuious, I doe herein 
frequently admoniſhthoſe Courtiers,who haue a deter- 
mination to hoyce vp faile and to lanch out, into the 
deepe of this dithculrand turbulent Sea that wiſely and 
warily they faile,with a fortunate and fauourable Gale of 
winde, leaſt by the Syrer-like allurements, or rather the 
moſt violent & tempeſtuous ftormes of immoderate de- 
fires,they be deſperatly driuen vpon ScyHs or Charibdis, 
or be daſht againſt the wrath and indignation oftheir 
Prince, as againſt a dangerous death-threatning Recke. 
Thele admonitions haue I( for this cauſe) __ moſt 
pertinent and neceſfarie, becauſe now adayes, almoſt all 
things vniuerſally are full yeatoo-too-full,of brazen fac'r 
boldneſſe and. precipitate haire-braind , heed-leſſe, raſh- 
neſſe. 'Doubtleſle young men, yea all ſubje&s ingene- 
rall, when they ſhall vnderſtand and conſider, the difhi- 
cultics and dangers ofpreferments, and the burthen of a 
Courrtiers lite, will, Iam perſ[waded, lefle emulate and 
hateeither Courtiers or Magiſtrates ; yea and theſe will 
hence learne better to rule , and thoſe to obey. Bute- 
nough ofthis. Itnow remainesthat I endeuourto purge 


and put awayzone othernote of Imprudence in mee, to 
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The (ourt of King Tames, 


wit, thattoo like vnto Phaeton, 
Nimis magna peto, "__ non Viribuc illis, 
Munera conneninnt (7c. 
Ambitiouſly 1 take a Taske in hand, 
Whoſe greatneſſe with my weakeneſie cannot fand, 


Ifany doe ſound ſucha note in mine cares, and thinke 
thereby,to deterre me from my purpoleg progreſle ; I 
wiſh him to take this for his al , that Iam not igno- 
rant of mine owne calling and condition of life, which 
is Priuate: neither againe1s that vnknowne to mee,which 
is related by Cicers,ofa certaihe Peripatericke Philoſopher, 
whom Hanxiball had in deriſion , calling him a Dotereff 
anda giddy-headed fellow, that he was not afraid to diſ- 
= a bout militarie diſcipline, in the prelenceof him 
o potent and politicke a commander. Yet not withſtan- 
ding, this ſcemes not to mes,a ſufficiently important, or 
juſt cauſe, why I ſhould in this regard acknowledge in 
my ſelfe,any Imprudencie or Temeritie. 

his I ſay in modeſty and humiliry ( that your Ho- 
nour may hold meexculed) for the equity and proteQi- 
on of my cauſe now in controuertie ; that I doubt whe- 
ther Hanniball,as great and egregious a commander as he 
was, thus contemptuouſly Jildzining this man of Greece, 
who, not withſtanding that he neuer ſaw the face ofhis 
Enemie, noreuer was in a pitchr feild , yet —_— 

—_— of martiall prowefle ) did not diſdaintully ca 
is cies vpon, and that with iuſt cauſe, though with bar- 
barous arrogancy and haughtineſſe ofminde, did not I 
ſay behould and caſt his cies vpon thoſe reaſons & rules 
(whatere they were) of that ſo excellently learned Gre- 
Gs: tort'is ſcarcely pw or credible, but that oy 
3 - 
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the way hedelivered ſomewhat, which mightmillike and 
G_— Skilfull and ſoundly experienced a Captaine 


and.commander as hee; ſince that ( vnleſſe wee will too _ 


much extenuate the credit of that old Proverb) which 
is, ſometimes the blind may hit the marke. It was there- 
fore ſnapiſh and impudent diſdainefulneſſe, yea beaſt- 
like and Inhumane Infolence in that Carthaginian, thar, 
That which he ( torſooth ) would not approue or allow 
of, he wuſtfuriouſly bandy and forthwith reie&. But the 
iſlue andeuent did euidently declare, that Hanwibell was 
no ſuch ſuperexcellent or inuincible a Captaine , as that 
it ſhould ſeeme vndentable, that he could be admoniſhed 
ofany oucrlight in any warlike affaires. Furthermore, 
they whoſe whale knowledge and experience of milita- 
rie diſcipline, doth whaly conſiſt , in cuſtome, practiſe, 
andexerctc, and are {o opinionated, that the power of 
wit and tence,gotten and gathered by induſtrious 
diligence,from learned authors writing to that purpoſe, 
is not of any mament or validity; that one example of Z, 
Lucullzs onely, mentioned alfa(by Cicers) in that booke 
—— on_ _ _ and title = Lncullu, 
may 1 retell an },the opinions of ſuch men. 
' Indeeds I doe ingenuoull mar and confeſle, 
char the prime and princt f furtherance to the perfor- 
mance ofthigh Aaions and notable exploits, is, thata 
man be(as it werenatwally )additedand adapted there- 
vnto : Buryet beleeve melitterature ar karning ( if that 
of the Poet an generaus ———_—— 
promexet infitandoth promote and ouch enlarge, that 
valour puiflance and pallicie, which isimbred and genu- 
inc. In which reſpe&,if vnto naturall and 
procliuity , learning andexpericnce be aflocuted ; _ 
| in 


» * 
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| indeed, may a man perfeRly performe any noble, emi- 


nent, and excellent a& or imploymeat. But perempto- 
rily to auouch or afhrme, that men Famous fortheir ex- 
cel{ent parts of vercue, learning, andintelligence, cannot 
be able ſoundly, exquititely , and conliderately , to dil- 
cuſſe or diſcourſe ot,cuen thoſethings, whereotthey ne- 


| uer were perſonall Afors and Agents, is, doubtleile the 


badge & cognizance,ofan ignorant & illiterate man; yea 
of one who neuer knew the maicſtte and excellencie, rhe 
light and delight of Science, and intelligence , which, An- 
tiquitic was wont to call the Awſes; nor, 4 Limine Salu- 
tarunt ( as itis inthe old Adagie ) did they euer ſtand at 


 thethbreſhold;to bid the Muſes Good-morrow. And He- 


od hath left this teſtimonie in writing, that Hee him- 
felfe gog al his knowledge and experiencein Navigation, 
from theſe Tutors and Teachers. But whither runs afl this 
prolixitie? Euen hither ( Righe Zo. ) this is the end 
thereof; that your Honour would vouchſafero hold me 
excuſed, if peraduenture ( as hath bin foreſaid ) I do nor 
in its proper colours, pourtray and delineate to the life , 
that plat-forme and {imilitude of the life, of a 
Courtier, which either your Lordfhips noblenefſe may 
require, or thoſe courtiers may expect, whom, in this 
point,much time & pra&icke experienc(the beſt School 
maſter) may more firmely haue informed in the rules and 
cuſtomes of the Court. Bur as for others, , what 


| hapmay, whenthediceareto bee caft, and my eto 


be chofen, I had rather with ſome impeach to my name, 
wrieand fay ſomething ( accotding to my weake Ta- 
lem )} which might be trucly acceptable co you right 


Honourable II (BG vnſcafonably or vnciuilly | 
ybo 


den dury. Therefore this one 


to be wanting inm 
B 4 thing 
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thing do Irmoſt ſubmiſſuely and earneſtly deſire, that 
your Zordfhip would be pleaſed cournteoully to refpet 
my fincere heart, moſt faithfully and afteRionately ho- 
nouring and duely reuerencing your venerable and no- 
ble vertue; and that in your accuſtomed courtelie, you 
would fauourably accept and prote& this my peculiar 
Dedication to your Lordſhip; of which your Honoura- 
ble fauour, Iam moſt confidently perſwaded , whoſe 
worthy and meritoriousaRions, not only rowards your 
owne Countrey and kingdome, are by the irumpot 
tame blazoned abroad; but euen your Lordthips mant- 
fold fauours and benificent courteſies rowards ſtran- 
gersallo,arecuery where extant, which bleſſed Brizaine 
with moſt duz and deſerued praiſes, doth publith and 
promulgate, and cuen wee that are ſtrangers , yea all 
ncighbouring Nations both farre & neere do molt wot- 
thily wonder at. Nor need I feare, leaſt what I haue 
herein writ, ſhould rather ſeeme to ſauour of gnathent- 
call flattery, then reuerently ro loue and embrace your 
Honours noble vertues with true integrity : for, Allchax 
know your Lordfhips Excellency,your ſo great grauity 
and Temperance, all ( Iſay ) which doe neerely and 
throughly lookeinto them, do know that I ſpeake, but 
what is moſt {tncerely true and faithful, 

Finally that I may omit nothing, which may conduce 
to the accumulation of your Lordihips worthy prailes, 
the elegancy and graceful] pleaſancy of your Honours 
Behauiour,is fuch and ſo ſingular: that not onely theſe 
_ times, buteuen ſucceeding pofterity,will doubt- 
efle with a cheerefull voice commemorate and immor- 
ralize the ſame. And, than this , what , Greater, Better, 
Trulier can be ſaid? This is ic which hath purchaſed and 


procu- 
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ocured vnto your Ho: the reputation, approbation, 
Cacend ſingular ſupportation , ofour moſt rehgions, 
tous, potent, and moſt prudent King; whereby we 
may and that with very good reaſon , moſt duely ahd 
truely heere take vp that verſe, as true as auntient. 


Gratior eft pulchro vemens e cor po Virtue. 


Virtne is more louely, much more acceptable, 
Proceeding from, a Perſonage amiable. 


But I tray to farre, time cals vpen me , now to ſet vp- 
on the Subiett ir ſelfe, before I proceede, to any other 
matters. Firſt then letthe Courtier or whoſoeuerels, 
which hath determined with himſelfe, to beſtow and 
dedicate his endeauonrs, to the ſeruice of Princes, often 
deliberate, & thinke vpon this one thing, thatthe Court 
in ſome ſort,doth repreſent and reſemble,toue, or a war- 


rubbe,obftacle, or impediment, whereby they may con- 
rent and pleaſe their beloued : Souldiers alſo dolabour, 
and endeauor, with all care and diligence, and make this 
the marke, whereat, they wholy lenell and ayme , name- 


The Court 


0g Rog comparedtea 
fare, and loyers we know, will diligently remoue euery raacte-ace 


4 


Courtiers to 


© Souldicrs. 


ly to follow their Captaine or leader ; and as muchas in 
them lies, to do what he commandeth : ſo ſhould an ho- 
neſt Courtier, adorned and endued, with wit and diſcre- 
tion, bend and incline,all his tudie and induſtrious inde- 


uvours,oot onely with diligence, to entertaine his Kings, 


or Princes commifhon and command ; but promptly, 
ſpeedily, and with all care and fidelity , to rf ris. the 
charge, which is committed vnto him : And he which 
layes this foundation of a Courtiers life, ſhall My 
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T he (ourt of King Famer. 
bee gratiouſlyacceptable,in the ſight ofhis Soueraigne: 
Now then whatſocuer well nurtured, and generouſly 
conditioned man, will deuote .and conſecrate him- 
ſelfe, to follow the Court, let him not preſently ima- 
ginc, or conceit with himſelfe , thatheeis to lead a oft, 
delicate, ealte, or calme kind of life ; but now muſt hee 
learne to beare patieMly, the courts encombrances a yea 
todigeſtand ſwallow downe many lealings,much enuy, 
greiuous contumelies, and malicious detrations. Aſſu- 
redly tis no h&tion I tell thee, but let euery Courtier, 
which doth aſpireand deſire, to attaine vnto that cele(- 
tiall and eternall court of Heauen, and which intendeth, 
both conſtantly, and lincerely , to ſay and to doe, that 
which may be gratefull ro God, and the common weale; 
let him (I fay.) addreſle himſclfe, to this point, tethis 
reſolution. For , that Countier is in a great error, 'and 
very much miſtaken, which hunts, and hopes, for no- 
thing els in the Court,but honour, riches, pleaſure, pow- 
er,and authority, and long betore hee enters into the 
Court,doth not ſcriouſly,conſider with himſelfe, that e- 
en in thoſe ſeeming ſweet, and odoriferous roſesof 
Courtly delights,full many thornes and thiſtles doe pri- 
uily grow vp: for, if wee doe butiudge and examine.one 
thing by another, and lertruth take place, we haue both 
knowne and read of, in the memory of.antient and 
moderne times, many noble and worthy men; yea ſuch 
as haue exceedingly. well deſerued, both, of their Prince 
and common-weale, who in Court haue waſted & ſpene 
the moſt flouriſhing time of their yauthfull yeares, with 
great praiſe, andapplauſe of their Prince, and all good 
people; who not with ſtandipg all this, haue oftentimes, 
eucn for triulall or ſmall cauſes, yea ſornetimes none at 


all 
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all,bin moſt lamentably moleſted, and with enuy and de- 
traction , ſubtilly circumuented : yea which is more and 
moſt miſerable haue bineeither wofully deie&ed, and 
clapt vp into Priſon, baniſht into bitter calamity, or c- 
nen vnto death it ſelfe, puniſht and condemned. 
Whereof, that we may not wander * farre. for exam- 
ples, call toremembrance (good Courtier ) the memo- 
rable, and remarkable examples,of ſuch like dolefull and 
vnfortunate misfortunes, in Papinian, Comineus, Moore, 
Buſſonwus, Conſalnims,and innamerable more, whoſe name, 
and fame,as well for that they haue moſt profitably ſpo- 
ken, and learnedly written, as for their many imploy- 
ments very honourably performed , is moſt excellent, 
eminent, and permanent. Wee haue eſpecially in the 
Counts of the Princes of Germany, very many demon- 
ſtratiue arguments , and pregnant documents hereof, 
both ancient and freſhin memory , which heere I had 
rather wrap vpin {ilence,then with tedious prolixity,too 
much wrong: my courteous Readers patience. Burt yet 
I cannotby any meanes, omit, or let {lip, that which at 
this preſent, for the newnes, and late performance there- 


of, is freſh, and frequently obicRed to the eyes, cares, Ambitious & 


and apprehenſions of all men,namely the Tragical Cataſ- 
trophe of that great Aduocate, Stateſman, and ſtately 
Courtier of Holland, who was that Phaeton, who for ma- 
ny yeares together , was (as it were )the Wazgoner and 
Sterneman,yeathe King and Keeper of all Holland. T his 
was hee, who with the bridle of his authority , and with 
a certaine confidence, or rather foole-hardinſle, and pre- 
ſumptuous raſhneſle, did reyne & reſtraine, as in a Char- 
ret, violently drawne, by force of moſt fierce horſes, the 


yarious motions, and commotions,of the mindes ofall 
C3 men 


Baracuelt. 
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men. This was he who audacioully and aduenturouſly, 
without due confideration,attempting many matters,by 
making as it were a confuſed Chaos of heauen and carth, 
by confounding and mingling ſacred and profane things 
rogether, turning all things toplie turuey, with a moſt 
impious and peſtiferous intention, would haue wrought 
his Common-wealths detriment and deſtrution, . but 
(and thar moſt iaſtly) receiued his owne vtter decay,and 
worthy confuſion, What needs many words? This was 
I fay that Phazton, who was the Waggoner or Coach- 
man of the current and ſwift gliding affayres of the 
Common-wealrth of Germany. And [ſay not that he was 
for his Phaztonicall infolence daſht out of his Charrer, 
and tumbled downe headlong into the Riuer Padws, by 
Tupiters furious and Sulpurious lightni "RR being by 
the juſt iudgement of God, and vpright ſentence of con- 
demnation after iudiciall proceedings, conuiced and 
condemned, at the Hague in Holland, his high aſpiring 
head was caſt downe to the ground, and higambiriouſl 
conſulting and inſulting heartreceiued its deſerued fina 
and fatall wound. And thus this politique Pilot, and 
"Prince of Hollaxd, 


Magnis tandem excidit Au fits. 


Was tumbled head-long from his Chaive of State, 
Who ſought his Conntrey thus to-runate, 


: Therelerpaſlethat other late and lively example,which 
happencdalſoin this famous kingdome ; rogether with 
that in Fraxce, of that moſt fatious and filthie 7teliev, 2 
man moſt deboyſt in his whole life and conuerfarios. 
Whoſocuer 
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Whoſoeuer ſes not and-con{iders not theſe, I hold him 
ro be euen pore-blind, and to haue no [macke or taſte of 


> wiſedomegr vnderſtanding in the leaſt degree. Courti- 


ers then may learne by thele exemplified reaſons,drawn 
outoftheſe famous Kingdomes, as outof the moſt ſpa- 
cious and ſpecious Theatre of the whole world, how al- 
ternate and variable the viciſhtudes and alterations of 
thingsare in a Court, and if not alwayes, yet for the moſt 
part that they which being pufted vp with exceſhiue co- 
uctoulneſſe and inordinate delire ot hauing riches, and 
are violently carryed away with the ſpirit of ambition, 
being vtterly vamindtull of thoſe damages and dangers, 
which doe begirt and hedge in Courtters on cuery lide; 


* thatthey I ſay do but ride paſt and make haſte vnto ſome 


diſaſtereus and linifter tate or deftinie, and in the i#term 
whiles they thus repugne the ſweete ſayings, ſentences, 
and ſuffrages ofthe moſt wiſe and prudent, 


Propoſitumg, premunt, flagrant g, Cupidine Curr us. 


They py deſtrey the End of their deſire, 
And burne Hapes Charret, with luſts furious fire. 


Theſe and ſuch like, which onely is x=a/s, we briefly 
rouch by the way, laying hold on the vemoſt tops as it 
were of theſe matters, may euery Courrier reiterate and 
ruminate againe and againe in his minde, and vnleſle he 
haue a hearc well fortiftide and confirmed, to endure ma- 
ny cuils, inconueniences, and miſ-fortunes, let him for- 
ſake the Court, and betake himlclfe to a retired and pri- 
uate life, which alſo, h it may have its owne difh- 
culties, diſtreſle, and ſcavlitie, yer if the reputation of 
C3 moſt 
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moſt excellent and conſiderate men may haue any cre- 
dit oreftimation with vs, nothing, as they truly hold, is 
more happie, or more bleſſed then a priuate kind of life, 
moderartedand decorated with the Golden meane and 
mediocritie. Hee then whole portion or condition of 
life is neither too high ereed, nor too low deieted, but 
indifferent betweene both ; hee certainely ( it any thing 
in this wretched worldmay be termed a Summun bonum, 
a ſpeciall and pR__— Good-thing ) is the Heire, ow- 
ner, and true pofleflor thereof. Very elegantly and elo- 
quently hath Polztias painted and expreſled the tran- 
quillitie and ſweete ſecuritie of a Countrey-mans priuate 
life, whoſoeuer therefore doth loue to liue the ſame, to 
wit, a free, calme, and quiet life, I wiſh him to read and 
diligently to obſcrue theſe his verſes following ; 


O dulces Paſtoris opes ! 0 quanta bratam, 

Luam tenet bunc tranquilla 2 uies ? wt petFore tots, 
L etitiam, totag, fouct bona gaudia mente | | 
Nempe ody, fraudumg, expers, exemtus mani. 
Ambitione, vacanſg, met, ipſe liber Cx inſons, 
Natinuo cultu, (r Gaza pr edines agreſts, 

Ipſe ſbi vinit, Vullo ſub teſte, [uog, 

Pendct ab arbitris, (uns ipſe eſt cenſor, etalts, 


Calcat opes animo, ac ſummos der idet bonores, 
Which thus may be Engliſhed. 


O the rare riches of a Shepheards life ! 
O how much bleſt is he from flormes of ſtrife ! 
O how he lines 1m peace and quietneſſe | 
Free from ann), full of all joyfulne{ſe; 
He 
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Be fearesme fate, no hate, nor foule deceit, 

Nor ſtriges to be ambitions-vicions Great : 

He's guiltleſſe, 2uileleſſe fearcleſſe ; he's moſt free, 
His Corne and Catteli, bis rich Treaſures be ; 

T himſelfe he lines, under nones ouer-fight, 

By nozie contrould, performes bis owne delight, 
With deepe diſdayne, he kickes at gold and pelfe, 
Ana ſcorning Honours, thus contents himſelfe. 


Afſſuredly Policiznthoudoeft moſt truly, and egregi- 
ouſly confirme, that which betore thy time, learned and 
graue Seneca did alſo affirme in his Hippeiiens, concer- 


ning a priuare life 


Non alia magis e/t libera, C3 wvitio carens, 
FRituſq, melius vita qazpriſcos colat : 
Lnam que relictis menibus, campos amat, 
Nonillum anar 4 mentis inflammat furor. 
Liſe dicauit montium in/ontemi1ngis: 
Non aura populs ; et vulg us infidum bonis, 
A on peſtilens innidia, non fragilis fauor : 
Nondule reons ſeruit, aut reone mmince. 
Fans/g, howores, ſequitur, aut fluxas opes, 
Spes metnſq, liber. 
That is ; 
There is no life more free; 
More void of vice and blame, 
Or in their Rites the ſame, 
Which former Times did ſee : 
Then that which ſweetly's led, 
Is fields remote, and farre 
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From Townes and Holds of warre, 
Wher's nought but feare and dread. 
| The greedie hope of gaine, 
> Sets not his heart on fire, 
He harmeleſſe doth deſire, 
On Mountaiges 18 remurne, 
Mens fawning flatteries ; 
Or Common-Peoples traine, 
Which doe good men diſduine ; 
He wholly doth deſpiſe. 
: Enuie peſtiferons, 
Can haue noplace in him, 
No fanour foale though tris, 
| Makes him ambitious. 
He ſerwes not to a Crowne ; 
Nor's eminent in State, 
He ſeekes not vaine renowne, 
Fraile riches he doth hate 
| And feares not Fortunes frowne. 


Wherefore, that we may be at libertie, and void of all 
feare ; let vs hauethis in continuall contemplation, and 
conſideration, that the ſorrowes, difficulties, and diftreſ- 
ſes wherewith euery Chriſtian in this wretched life is in- 
uironed, are manifold. Let vs therefore with heedfull * 

A remedieto hearts conieAureand caſt in our minds, by what eſpeci- 
2uoid danger all meanes we may ſubiugate and ouercome them. Arr 
inthe Court. thou then ( kind Courtier) willing to receiue a remedie 
againſtthem ? then et this be thy ſweete and ſoueraigne 
Antidote, that with graue Cate, you be of an honeſt and 
vncorrupted life and converſation z that with inuincible 
Vertue, modeſt balhfulneſſe, and innocent — 
| | tao 
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T be Court of King lames. 
thou firiue to get the maiſtery, and to be good in deed, 
rather than ſceme ſo to be,whereby it will come to paſle, 


that by how much the lefle thou ſhalt ſeeke afrer honour 
and preferment,by ſo much the more thou wilt vadoub- 


tedly atcheiue the ſame. Now all this while, it is not vn- 


knowne to me, that it is a generall rumour and report, 
that there be not many good men to bee found in the 
Court, and that according to the opinion of many, few 
men doe bring good Arts and Sciences to a Campe or 
a Court ; and therefore ſome no doubt may ſay, that I 
doe but waſh an Athiopian- Blackmoore, in inuiting and 
inciting Countiers to ſuch integritie of life : God forbid, 
yetindeed, I confeſle, that it is extreame hard and difh- 
cult, for one perticular manalone, at a delicious, ſump- 
tous and bountifull banquet, at which there 1s extraor- 

nary greatprouiſion of meate and drinke, to bee ſober 
and ſariate, and yet ſome one ofa more ſage and tempe- 
rate condition then the reſt, may ſo moderately and tie 
crectly gouerne himſelfe, that he doe not either in meate 
or drinke exceed the bounds of modeſtic and competent 
ſatietic : Euen ſo (kind Courter ) although in Courr, thy 
vertue, integritie, and (inceritie, may be di{quieted, di- 
heartned,yea, and that it may ſceme to liue in exile or ba- 
ni{hment; yet if thy mind bee well formed and confor- 
med therein, it will afluredly cauſe, rhat amongſt manie 
fawning ſmooth-bootes, falſe hearted flatterers, and 
crooked perverſe minds, thou ſhalt till be of a right and 
vpright courage and condition ; yea, and from this foun- 
caine thou ſhalt deriue all thoſe (1]uer ſtreames,and com- 
fortable currents, whereby thy Calling, whether Court- 


ly or otherwiſe, though formerly obnoxious to grieuons 


and dangerous defe&s, ſhall yeeld backe and repay r_ 
| ; D thee 
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thee gracious and profperaus effets. If hereupon then 
Comte ſites thine Anchor, then feare no Ship-wracke, 
bue with vacongquerable courage and animoſlitie, Launch 
out into this turgent andturbulent Seaokthe Court, and 
vadoubredly thou ſhalt vanquiſhand overcome the in- 
finite fwarme of amphibiousand prodigious monſters of 
impietie, which may make incurltons, and' encounters 
vpon thee. Therefore { generous Courtier) ſtart nor 
backe at theſe euils, but Rep-forwardiagainſt them, with a 
bold Spirit, proceed I ſay, and pur this counfell in prac- 
tiſe, and let not the Philoſophie of effemmateand faint- 
hearted men diſtra& or difturbe' thee from thy-purpoſt, 
and determination, which of it felfe is moſt honeſt and 
laudable ; reie& and caſt from thee vnprofitable andim- 
probable ſpeeches, and hearken:to.God the fountaine'of 
infallibleand:inuincible- veritic it ſelfe; MileniiFa Zerr# 
in opere tus: [nſudore oultus tus. ooſceris pawe'tuo. Curſed 
is the ground for thy ſabes inthe ſweat of thy fave ſhalt thow 
eate thy bread. From:whencewe may inferreandifirmely 
belecue, that eucry eſtate and condition of life-whatſbe- 
uer, hath-in it the Thornes and'T hiſfes of loſſes, croſſes, 
and calamities ; eſpeciall {ince this ſentence denounced 
againſt man, euen fromthe worlds original; being regt- 
ſtred and recordedin the Baoke of God! it flfe; is mot 
authenticall, is moſt vndeniable rrueandfaithfirll; andis 
ofeuery.aſwell private man as Courtierto be according- 
ly receined and beleeued:Nowmwhereas many men;of no 
meane ranckeand'qualitie, doe learnedly-magmifie, and' 


The diſprayſe Withymuch wit digmifie a-ſolitary and-private lift; as was: 


of a mecre 
private life, 


formerly intimated, they-errecxceedingly; andarcinmy 
iudgementmarueiloully miſ-taken,which are ofopinion; 
chatapriuate lite is initſelfe. happie and bleſRy; For, if 
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The (,oure of Kiny Fames. 

that berrae, which the moſteloquent Orarer and excel- 
lent Phi hath ſefc in writing, inthe firſt Booke of 
his Oficesaccording to the opinion of diuine Plats. Non 
woby ſolum nati {un ortaſq nofiri partems parentes purten 
amici,partem patria jibi cvendicant ; that is, We are not borne 
onely to our ſelues, but our Parents, Conntrey, and Friends, 
doe challenge onto chem 4 part in oar being. Then no oc- 


calion queſtionleſſe, whereby a man may deſerue well of 


the Weale-publike, can be wanting to any man ſo mach 
as to them which lead a priuate, obſcure, and ſolitary life, 
living vnproficably, to themſelues alone ; being nothing 
atall beneficiall to the Common-wealth, whereinto, and 
whereunto they were borte and brought vp. 

He therefore which is by propagation and education, 


genesous, liberall, and free-hearred, doth rightly vnder- 


ſtand and know that true glory, repntation,and renowne 
conlifteth in Vertue, which allo is eſpecially il[uſtrated 
and made famonsby worthic and meritorious aQtions, 
and imployments-in a Cominon-wealth. So that Sal/ 
that excellent Writer, not without tuſt cauſe, left vs al 
this his teſtimoniall in writing. Pulchram off benefacere 
Rei-pablice. It u a*004y woble xnd worthy thing, to doe good 
to the Common-weale, Furthermore, let every Courrier, 
and honeft man whatſoener, conſider thus much in his 
minde, that to deny to dedicare, and deuotehis beſt ſer- 
uices to God, his King, and Countrey, is nothing els in 
deed, thanas ifhe world wilfally expoſe Himſelfe ro ex- 
ile and baniſhment. That true and auncient 4dagze, 
which wee frequently vie, doth verifie and ratifie this 
truth, wv. d1a%% wroyncdr invn3. Encry good 1s that which diſtri- 
butes imparts, and Communicates it ſelfe to others. Againe, 
Xpnsde aftly \nd19d#-haBr wie $axly, A good mat(2s the laying is) 
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The Court of King Fames. 


& 4 oniverſall goed. For (hame therefore, let vs neuer 
prayle,or approuethat meerely imaginary anderronious 
opinion, thar in thoſe things, which are commonly and 
cuſtomarily contingent to Nature in generall, any man 
ſhould therein promiſe to himlelte, beyond all others, 
any particular or priuate felicitie ; vnletſe hee can per- 
{wade himſelfe, that he is able (Oy a certaine incredible 
and vnheard of magnanimitie of mindey to curbe and 
corre& all Fortunes and Miſ-fortunes wharſocuer. 
Wherefore, let vs neuer ſuppoſe, that true Fame or Fe- 
licitic, doth conſiſt, in a priuate or retyred life, which is 
both full of craftie Geckes, and faint-hearted feareful- 
neſſe: No nor in the vaine-glorious bragges;of bagges 
of Geldand great poſleſhons,but ratherin thegood and 
gracious conltitutionand condition of a mans mind.” - 
W hoſoeuer then frequents and followes the Court,let 
him carefully, and very circumſpeRly, conſider theſe 
things. Neither let him be led to beleeue thoſe fottiſh 
and vnſauourie fellowes, by whoſe filly aduiſe, or rather 
ſhallow deuiſe,ſuch a kind of abſolutely bleſled lite,were 
to be defired and enquired after, in ſeeking whereof, a 
man ſhould farre ſooner forlake the world, than finde ir 
inthe world.. Auaunt, all ſuch abſurd and witlefle'\fel- 
lowes, ef whom I wiſhall wiſe men would beware and 
with che ingenious Poet, would ſing vnto them this their 
duc Ditrie ; | G<z 0229; 
Stulti dum vitant vitiajn comrariaeurrant, 


Foeles oyding Vice, the comtr commit, =—_ 


Like ſbips that ſcaping Gulfs, on Rockes are ſplit, # 4 


But thou (kind Courtier) whichcitherartalreadieen- 
| tred, 
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T he (ourt of King Iames. 


tred, or ſhortly intendeſt ro enter and aduenture thy for- 
tunes inthe Court, with a conliderate and conſlant con- 
rage ſpurneat, and deſpiſethole parriail ſpeeches of the 
Common people, and wiſely apprehend and entertaine 
the words of the moſt wiſe: yea, euen Philoſophie and 


Wiſedome ir ſelfe : embrace this in'thine armes, as the 7. c,,..... 
Founder and Fountaine of all Vertue, and as the ſoue- mutt enduor 


21 


this to ver Wile 


raigne Salueagainlt all corrupt concupiſcence: for, this 257 


will conduQtandinſtru&thee, inthe true knowledge of yet guice. 


that which is uſt and honeſt, teaching thee what is to bee 


followed, and what is to'be refuſed. Out of this pure 
well-Spring of perfe&t wealth, thou ſhalt draw our fuch 


true knowledge, as ſhall cauſe thee perſpicuoully to per- 
ceiue, that a dignirie, Rad ——_—_— jo 
ing little better than the very Hang-men, and cormen- 
tors of mens minds, are of wiſe men to bee contemned, 
and deſpiſed. This Inftruttrix and faithfull Miſtreile, 
will demonſtrate vnto thee, what a multitude of men do 
fondly admireand much wonder, what ſhould be the 
cauſe, why they are fo greatly and gricuoully day and 


 bighe vexed and perplexed. Finally, He which is well 


fraught, and furniſht with the wholeſome precepts of 
Philoſophie, ſhall in-conclufton bring himſelfe to the 
King of Kings, and Prince of all Princes, that is, he {hall 
be reduced from the valimited and illegitimate worthip 
of the Creature, to the Creator himſelfe ; and fure, [ 
tbinke, that he which is thus prudent and prouident, is 
not wile inthe leaſt degree ; for, euery Chriſtian Courri- 
er ought eſpecially torake care, and make a Conſcience 
hereof, namely, that he be ſo exercifed in the Court of 
bis Prince: here, that hercafter hee may without Ship- 
wracke of Conſcience, atcheine and arriue, at the —_— 
D 2 Q 
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Lav, Lan- 
quence, 


Hiſtorie, 


T he (onrt of Kenp Yames. 
of the : Heauenly Court, © and 'Kingdome of Ieſas | 
Chriſt, i151 [;t ' 

Now then after the ftudic of Wifedome, let not the | 
Courtier by any meanes ont, or ncgk the Studie of - 
Law, Languages, and Eloquence; and let him eſpeci- |. 
ally,bend his beſtendeuours,toattaine'vnto the prompt, 
perfect, and'mol} commendable Knowledge of Hiſto- 
ries, and Antiquities, to which, indeed 1 cannor ſuthci- 
ently moue and admonilh him: For, this Knowledge is *' 
the Teſts of the Times, the Zzght of Truth, the Life SS F 
Memorie, the Miſtreſſe of Life,and the Meſſenger of An- 
tiquitie. Yea, this lame Hiſtoricall Knowledge (if wee 
may belecue Polybix ) is a moſt ſound and ſure direfti- © 
on, inftruion,and preparatiue, to all wellmanagingof &- 
politiqueaftayres; and is, indeed, a ({ingular rutzixe, and * 
faithfull informer, how to abide and ſuffer patiently the 
inconſtancies, and mutabilities,of brictle and fickle For- 
tune. If therefore ( friendly Courtier ) thou wouldftnot 
continually, ſhew thy {elte a childe, and. Non-profictent, 
in the Court of thy Prince, be not'( I ſay ) rude,bur well 
read, and a skilfull Antiquary in Hiftoties and Chroni- 
cles. . - 25s 63:0 dbearrigh Lane 

Thus the Courtier, being adorned and dignified, with 
theſe wholeſome RR andalfo fortifted with Gods 
gracious ayde and afhftance, and being lawſully clefed 
and incorporated, into the Socictie af Courtiers, let him 
thus proceed, and leaue the ifluc andevemto God; who 
doubtleſle will dire& and prote, all his affaires fo for- 
tunately, and efteually, that he ſhall wich proſperous 
lucceſſe, wade ouer, and wiſely wind himſelte our of all 
difficulties, and diſturbances whatſoeuer: A raſh, thete- 
fore,a ftraw for the witleſſe words of vawile men. 


Aula 
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Aula domas fceler uns, Nutrix eff 1nls matoram, 
Exeat ex Auld, qus eupi8 offe pine. 


The Conrt's the Stage, and Station of all ill, 
Let none come there, who hath a gracious will. 


Tistrah, trumpery, and'meere foppery, for (as wee 


2 hauealreadie ſpecified ) he which will in this ſence be 

| 2 goodand godly, muſtnort onely leauethe Court, but c- 

" = uyenthe whole world. For, if we loue and beleeue, if we Nothing in 
2 will heare and bearethe Trurtr ; Isiepoſfible I pray, that P12 "ie '320; 
2 any thing cawbe ablolutefycleane and pure, in this vn- 
2? cleaneandobſcene Scene of the world ? No, no, but be 
Z thew(good:'Comraer) 
> toſtraineand:conflraine/Almightie God, by thy ardenc 
> and:feruentprayers, ininmocatmghis'dinine Goadneſſe, 
2 andfajung; 


lolutely good. 


vrpentand inftant,cucn as r were, 


Dwome, nes ſineme, per me, Dew optime Daci, 
Me Duce; nan, peres; Te Duce,Fauſts gero. 


Lord, not without'me, by me; bee my Guide, 
Thow Guide; all. well'; 1 Guide; 1 deadly ſide: 
Apaine. 
Vt umn anbens, Vue Dev; Patrieg, Cr Ames 
Pailis:: baudivits eff; varere corta, ſibr. 


Wasld/* Lizewell, line t>-God, thyConntyey, Friends, 
That: Life's \no-Dife; when led to private Ends. 
And thar. 
Vn'eft indulss nihi re metiicina'Salutis; 
Car patrinm; orerex,, omnmpoteng mann, 
D 4 One 
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One thing I'm (ure will Health procure, 
And with my Credit ſtand : 

A Country-louing heart ; Trae Tongue ; 
An all-afs sifizng H, and. 


Finally, let thismoſt memorable Verſe alſo, like and. 
delight euery Courtier, and honeſt Chriſtian, 


In manibus Domini, Sorſq, Saluſg, es. 
In Gods Almightie Hand of Pronidence, 
Lies all my Lot, Health, Wealth, Inheritance. 


What ifthe Courtier alſo,after this fraile and tranfito- 
ry Court, ſeriouſly defiringand aſpiring, vnto- the Cele- 
ftiall Court, ſhould in pious feruencie, breake out into 
theſe holy and heauenly words. BenedidFus Dominus De + 
us, miſerator (r Redemptor meus, in te ſolum confido, non 
erubeſcam: that is, Bleſſedbe the Lord God my Conſolation, 
and Saluation, my bope and helpe is in thee, therefore will 1 
net be aſhamed. Now then the Courtier,being thus ſound- 
ly and ſincerely furniſhed and garniſhed, with the feare 
of God, and Precepts of Pictic and Philoſophie, needs no 
longer dread or be aftraid, of any iniquitie, imptetic, or 
ol enormitie, which like hideous Hy4ra's,or mortife- 
rous Monſters, the Court may feed and foſter ; but with 
a hardie and heartie courage, to wit, a blotles and ſpot- 
lefle Conſcience,.and innocencie and integritie' of life, 
and conuerſation, may boldly enter into the Palace of 
his Prince. ; 

But whoſoecuer ( not being as yet entred thereinto ) 
doth honeſtly and diſcreetly . ak to prouide for,and to 

| forecaſt 
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forecaſt his owne well-fare and future felicitie. Him [I 
admonilh, thar he be inquilttiueand carefull,to ſecke out 
the Court ofa molt potent Prince or Monarch, rather 


than of an infirme, weake,and lef{e puiflantKing or king- 


dome: and according to the counkell ofthe olde Pro- Cours. 


uerbe, Ad felicem ſe infleat parietem. Let him leane and 
truft tes ({rong wall. Yea, and let the Courtier, no lefle 
wiſcly and willingly, ſearch out,anddelire to ſerue,a moſt 
prudent, thai. moſt potent Prince,or Potentate:for,this 
isa Maxime as trueas Truth it ſelfe, that the Offices and 
datie of Seruants is euermore adorned and illuſtrated, by 
the honour and dignitie of their Maiſter : let him there- 
fore be perſwaded, that to line vnder a moſt wiſe and 
mightie Monarch, is not thraldome and ſeruilitic, bur 
freedome and libertie. Wherefore he which findeth ſuch 
a Court, to wit, a good, a great, and a gracious Prince : a 
Prince, tor his ſound iudgement and much experience, 
moſt Prudent, and for his great dignitie and authoririe, 
Potent, and Puiſſant, I counſell and aduiſe that Courtier, 
by all meanes to follow ſuch a King, ſuch a Court. And 
And er not any fleeting or flying tales ſo moue thee, as 
to remoue, ſeparate, and alienate thee, from ſo good a 
Prince. If in the meane while, any linifter, diſtaſtefull,or 
aduerſe accident, oppoſe or oppugne thee, beare it pati- 
ently, harden thy ſelfe againſt ic induftriouſly and con- 
ſtantly , and doubtleſſe Time will (in due time) demul- 
ceare, mollifie, and mitigate thoſe things, which former- 
ly ſcemed moſt obdurate, difficult, and intricate. For, - 
euen asa Souldier in his kinde of life, and a Mariner, or 
Seaman, well ſeaſoned with skill for all ſeaſons, percei- 
ving as imminent as euident, knowes which of 
them, will proue moſt —_ hurtfull,and perni-ious. 


Euen 
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T he Court of King Fames. 
Enen fo ought euery Courtier, ſo ſoone as ever hee hath 
caſt and contriued, to lay the platforme, and foundation 
ofa Courrly life, toſceand foreſee, what in the Court is 
hopefull, whar hurtfull, what is profitable, what vnpro- 
firable; Yea, what is ſcafonable and befitting, and what 
is vnſeaſonableand vnbefitting : For,they are fooles,and 
by no meanes to be endured, which will hope beyond 
and againft hope, that is, being altogether anxious and 
vncertaine, doe depend vppon an obſcure, blind and 
hopeleſſe hope. Let him then which is wiſe, beware of 
this, leaſt thus he lead, and miſ-lead himſelfe and others, 
And indeed, how is it poſhble for him, who with ſuch 
vaine hope, brings himſelfe into a fools Paradiſe,to er- 
der and frame his counſels and affaires, to-a dire and 

deliredend andconcluſton.? | 
Ler the Courtier therefore, with all conuenient expe- 
dition, endeuour and delire to know, whither: ke. bee to 
ſztrle his hope, vpon the riſtng, or declintngeftate of his 
Prince. Moreouer, let the Courtier apply, and bend all 
his power, ſo long as he continues in the Court, that as 
much as in him lies, he be very morigerous, and grate- 
fully officious to his-Prince, but yet ſo, as that hee doe 
nothing with pricke of his owne Conſcience. By-obe- 
dience I here vaderſtand picty,or an honeſt,reuerent,and 
religious care,. whereby wee heedfully heare, and duti- 
fully bnith, and' accompliſh, the Commandements of 
one lawfullycommanding. For,. what can ſuch a man 
doe or well performe, which .is not ofa quicke,and nim- 
ble hearing, but is (o dull and vndiligent, in vnderſtan» 
ding and apprehenfion;'thar! hee. doth-not rightly:con- 
ceine, nor is-duly and truly capable of what is either 
commanded: or. demanded. Be thou therefore (good 
: Courtier) 
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Courtier ) very well afte&ed to this Vertue, if thou de- 
fire to inſinuate,and creepe into the fauour and affeRion 
of thy Prince. T hinke with thy ſelfe, that there is no- 
thing more vnindifterent,vnreaſonable, or more void of 
diſcretion, than fora man to deſire to be reuerenc't, and 
_—_ by his ;»feriors,who himſelfe is moſt way-ward, 
and vndutifull ro his owne Sepertors : therefore hee is 
ſurely a happicand fortunate man, who vnto his facilitie 
and eaſinetſe in hearing, and apprehending, doth couple 
and conioyne promptitude and readineſſe in perfor- 
ming, butalwayes with this Prowiſo, and exception,that 
he vndertake notto finiſh or cfte&, any diſ-honeſt, vn- 
juſt, or vnlawfull Command whatſoeuer ; but let him 
kindly and courteouſlly entertaine, that excellent ſaying 
of A:ſchylus, Tepuic 33 321 735 wwaesZia wnip. Obedience us 
the Mother of felicitie. Let the Courtier then which right- 
ly and honeſtly deſires, te decke and adorne the forme 
and faſhion. of his life in the Court, and to make his 
Prince his friend and fauourer ; as alſo tobee expert and 
cunning in counſelling himſelfe,& contryuing all his ac- 
tions and affaires. Let him (I fay)diligently ponder,and 
{criouſly conlider theſe things. Butafter that his labours 
baue beene with prompt expedition, faſtained and con- 
claded,fince the eſtate and condition of Courtiersis very 
{lippery and vncertaine,as they, who indeed are too-of- 
ten bats ealtly circumuented,and enuironed, with the 
fraudulent accuſations, and malicious; detrations,of 


wicked men :Letthe Courtier therefore, well-and wiſely 
ſhift for himſelfe, and prouidea remedie agaioft them: | 20cm2"* 
let him (I fay ) inhis hirſt entry or ingredience into the 
Court, Couenant; or i with his Prince, that hee 
wiltvouchlafe vato him a 


don;;apd ler him 
2 diligently 
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diligently take heed, that this Patent of his Purgation be 
not by the neceſkitie of the Time, ſubtilly, or violently 

taken from him. p Lg 

Oflibertizvse Now astouchin _— and Freedome in 

0 (Ntprech. : which Princes ( for the moſt part) doe take very diſtaſte. 
| fully, I muſt hereinalſo admoniſh the Courtier, becauſe 
indeed they are but few, which freely and faithtully doe 
aduiſe, admonith, and aduertiſe Princes; T hou therefore 
whoſocuer thou be, which wilt ſhew thy ſelfe not to be 
a counterfeit, falſe-hearred, orfained, but rather a faith- 
full ſeruant to thy Prince, follow not ſo faſt, ſeeke not ſo 
much the glittering ſplendour of fickle Fortune, &thine 
Truth, owne priuate commoditie, as the Truth, which by no 
meanes ſhould be concealed, but honeſtly revealed, 
whenſoeuer it may redound, and be conducidle to the 
commoditie, and honelt vtilitie of thy K 1 x 6, and his 
Common-wealth ; therefore thou being wiſe, wiſely for- 
beare toſpeake, vncill firtime and occation, be happily 
offred:vnto thte Heare: what Salomon fayes to thee. 
Mors tr witaim manu Lingus. Life and Death are in the 
power of the Tawzue;" Wherefore, be thou neithera futile, 
or vnprofirable OT —_—_ Loquacitie, Neither 
comrariwiſe, ler thy. Tir#urnize orfeerecie, bevnboneſt, 
_ burſt an@ingehiwns?Andeftectne char Silence neceſ- 
faryand fifficient for thee, whereby without either con- 
tempt of God, orthe common.good, thoudolt retaine, 
and keepevino thy felſe thoſe things rhuuknoweſt; leaft 
_ they be difparſedint ſprexdiabroad; torhe: pretudice of 
|" hyPrindej@panyorterperſone 1 
*'Bur ow whar't thayeecratne to/ſpeake of the ſtadie of 
What Truh Veritie of Trth; wheteof (kind Courier) Lhearily: des 
| fire, thou bepheantic- Jour: and wherein | wilh 


thee, 
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thee, notonly a ſtudious Praftittoner, but a perfeR Pro- 
ficient, which. that thou maiſt the better vnderſtand, I 
thus define, Verity or Truth I take to beſucha Vertue, 
whereby we ſpeake of, praiſeand promoteany thing,ſo, 
as the Perſon, or thing praiſed or ſpoken of, is, abſolute- 


ly of it ſelfe. Hence then is commanded that we ſpeake 


no otherwiſe of any thing , than as the matteris plainely 
in ir ſelfe, But thou wile peraduenture obie&, thou fea- 
reſt danger or deſpight thereby : feareit not, foris far 
better, and much more commendable, ro ſuffer death it 
ſelte, than either to oppreſle or ſuppreſle Truth or good 
councell, And queſtionlefle a good Prince, doth much 
more highly eſtimate, and valew a faithfull Councellor 
though dead,then a falſe-hearted flattererand diſembler, 
though aliuc. 

For, no vaine counterfaite or prophane,thing can be 
of long continuance. wherefore, let neither the time 
terrihe, nor necetity diſhearten, nor wicked and malic 
Ous men, moue, curbe, or diſtarbe, the good and faith- 
full courtier, from truth and honeſty ; but with conſtant 
Secrates, let him be ſtill che fame , immutable, immoua- 
ble. Excellently ſaith Caffidere,concerning Iuſtice, In- 
ſtice ( ſaith hee ) knowes no father, nor mother, it 
knowes Truth , but makes no difference of perſons, 
it direly immitates Gad. Doe thou the ſame, ( kinde 
courtier ) and that thou maiſt come, very neere tothe 
nature, condition, and diſpotition, of God himſelte;lone 
Truth: Andifthou delire, that others ſhould ſpeake 


-the Truth to thee, do thou hate and abhominare , vn» 


truth in thy ſelfe: But perhaps, thou wilt ſay with the Co- 
wicall Poct; Feritasoatwn parit , Trath hatcheth Hatred. 
Ang what þatred | pray _ C omediandolt Tg” 

3 why 
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why man, Truth broughteuen death it ſelfe to Pollods- 
rus, that noble Architetfor, to Papiniaw the Lawyer, to 
Socrates,that famous Philsſepher,yea and to many others 
belides, what then ? ſhall wee therefore, maintaine alye 
againſttruth ? God forbid. Indeedetis true, Iconfeſle 
it, that truth, is oftentimes abuſed, miſuſed , troubled,& 
tormented; yer forall this, as Salomon teſtifies Labinm 
weritatss, firmumerit in perpetuum , The lips of truth, ſhall 
endure fieafaſt for ener. And Cicers, in his Oration for C #- 
lis ſaith Omagna veritatis vis &c. O the admirable power 
of truth, which can moſt eaſily ſuſteine and maintaine it ſelfe, 
againſt all the ſagacity, and moſt acute ſubtilty, craft , and col- 
lourable treachery, of mans braine , or breſt whatſocuer. E« 
Keeme it thena greater glory and grace,to ſuffer diſgrace 
for truthand verity; then to receiue much honour, and 
reſent preferrement, for fal{hood and flattery. It may 
the hatred, which thou pretendeſt that this truth wil 
ingender, is with the vulgar ſort, or common-people; 
well, beit ſo, yet afluredly, amongſt true and faithfull 
frends, nothing is more acceptable, nothing more de- 
letable,than truth and lincerity,ifit bee not imbittered, 
with churliſh, or vnciuill aſperity , and improper or ill 
proportioned, with rigid roughnes and ſeuerity , which 
euermore ſhould beabſent from amiable truth. But I 
am the more willingly inclined, more copionſly to in- 
culcate, and intreate of this virtue, which, {1nce it cannot 
by any meanes bee kept in corners, but will abroad into 
the lightz may not {lightly be glanc't at,or lightly be paſ- 
ſed ouer, 

Vatoall theſe ſoundand ſolid arguments, fome Cour- 
tier may peraduenture, yet farther obie& and ſay, thatir 
is dangerous, all waiesto ſpeake the truth in a Courr, e(- 
m7 ſpecially 
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ſpecially in difficult, doubtfull and intricate matters: In- 
cede I cannot gainſay it, and I know aſluredly, thatin 
ſuch caſes, a man had need ofa more than vulgar or 
common wit and judgement, and thatin ſach aſtraighe 
exigent, ifa man will kcepe and conſerue, good will and 
reputation, and auoide the infamous blot and ſpor, of 
diſloyalty , he hath now ſomething, to ſet his wits a 
worke on. 
Gocto then, put caſe it be thus, yet not witſtanding 
I will (as God {hall enable mee ) rake away the obſtacle, 
and remoue the rubbeand ſcruple , which may in this 
caſe, ſeeme totrouble thee. Ot this thenI firſt of al! ad- 
monilh thee, that it is more correſpondent, and agreea- 
ble, to wiſedome and diſcrerion, alwaics ſtoutly and 
mantully to deltyer thine opinion, then with pulillanimi- 
ty, and vnſcemely tearefulneſſe, to hold thy peace and 
ſay nothing. 1t the matter, about which the queſtion 
growes, be abſolutely-true, and perſpicuouſly apparent, 
then I know thou art not mou'd with it : bur it itbe vt- 
terly vnknowne to thee, and more intricate,than thatthy 
preſent intelligence, isable to windeinto; then thou ma- 
keft a demurre, and art peraduenture ata »ow-plus : Thou 
maiſt then, with theſe and ſuch like formall ſpeeches,iuſt- 
ly excuſe thy ſelfeto thy Prince. As touching this matter, 
or caunſell, 15 a thing both profitable and honeſt , 1 thus deli- 
wer my minae, ſo farre as the matter is manifeſt unto mee, 
As Iconieciure, as it ſeemes to mee, Sofarre as I can geſſe, 
apprehend, and underſtand. Theſe and ſuch like formes 
and kindes of ſpeeches, being honettly vied, and mo- 
deltly delivered; the Prince, may receive very fathcienc 
content and ſatisfa&tion : and it his counſels and con- 
lultations,. obtaine not a happy and hoped iflueund c- 
E 4 


uent, 
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uent, the Courtiers iuft excuſe and purgation , need not 
be to ſeeke, which alſo a gracious Prince, will doubtleſle 
acceptand take in good part. 

Now it followes that wee ſpeake ſomewhat concer- 
ning the deliuering of our ſuffrages, iudgement and opi- 
nion, in publike, ſerious , and important deliberations & 

Raſh ſpeech conſultations; Obſerue this, that in many other matters, 
Condcmned. d | d d fit bl b h 
elayes are dangerous and vnprofitable, but here, ou 
craſtination or diſcreete deliberation,is very behoofetul, 
beneficiall,and comfortable. Beware theretore that with 
the haſty and furious Dogg ; (as the Prouerbe is ) chow ® 
bring not forth blizd whelpes, & that thou bee not too ftor- 
ward, to vtterany vnſauory , vareaſonable or vnſeaſon- © 
able words,which are indeed irreuocable. Haue this alſo ; 
in frequentconlideration & often remembrance,thatthe 
entranceand beginning ofall things , is atthe firſt on-ſer, 
hard and difficult; Andeuen afterthe ſame manner, the 
the formoſt voice, in all councells and deliberations of 
importancy , is moſt hard and hazardous. Therfore hee 
doth wiſely , which makes one more wiſe than himſelfe, 
his Preſident and Precedewt , and diſcreetly adheres and 
cleaues to him; and yet ſo, as that he doe eſpecicially de- 
pend and rely, vpon his owne opinion, iudgement , and 
arbitriment, notaltogether vpon an others, tor,as almoſt 
in all other things: ſo likewiſe heere. 


Alterius non fit, qui ſnws eſſe pote#. 


Hee's not anothers man, 
Himſelfe, which counſell can. 


So likewiſe the Courtly Counſellor, in matters of mo- 
ment, 
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ment, ingraue and preat affaires , muſt be both eloquent 
and euident, plaineand incelhgivle,that he may deſcend 
and come neere vntothe matrcer. in hand ; and not with 
friuolous circiiſtances, or ſuperfluous circumlocutions, 
to goeabout the Buth. Neither mutt he, according to 
that ouid ſaying,Wret an Interpretation hither (x thither, 
PI if he would be the breake-necke thereof ; nor muſt he dif 
ſipate or ſpread abroad anxious vncertanities : but, euen 
as becomes a ſage,graue, and iudiciuus man, muſt pre- 
ciſely, and inexpretſe tearmes, ſpeake both of matters & 
men, £ 44 & «:, / in plaine words call, a Ship a Sh7p, and 
aSpadea Spade. 

Furthermore heere may ariſe another queſtion,as that, 
if the Courtier comming into the Court, findes other 


Courtiers ar variance, diſſention, and controuerlie a- "incor 
difleation. 


monglit themſelues , whicher he may partially take part 
with either fide, or kcepe himſelte neuttally indifferent 
berweene both? I anfwer, that Neutrdllity orpartiallity; is 
rather to be fled then followed ; what then? Chooſe me 
out ( kind Courtier ) him whichis moſt wiſe, moſt intel- 
ligent, moſt capable of reafon and vnderſtanding, and 
this man, even by the vprightnetſe and equity of his 
cauſe, will eaitly breake the paſhon and power, and al- 
lay and qualife the hot courage, of his Corriuall and en- 
utous competicor. To which purpoſe faith Ouid. 


Franzit (+ attollit, wires nimillite cauſa, 
2a niſi inita ſubeſt, excatit arma puaor. 


The Sewldiers cauſe erects, detects his minht, 
Which, if uniuſt, (bame ſhakes of force to fight. 


Euen ſo dothoualſo : joyne thy ſelfe to thar party 
F wack 
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which maintaines a iuft cauſe; for as for Nentrafitie ( as 


they call it) we muſt ſo afhigne and defineir, that ir reſ- 


Notto be too 
Credwulous, 


cues or redeemes no man from the ſnares or ambuſh of 
his enemies neither doth long keepe or conſerue, loyall 
or taithfull friend{hip;let Neutralitie therefore goe picke 
a Saller, as the ſaying is, but not miſtruſt or Suſpicion, 
without which indeed, a Courtier cannot liue; Lerhim 
not therefore bee too credulous, or apt to beleeue cuer) 
ene, for although the old vulgar verle tels'vs; | 


Fallitur in multis ſuſpicioſus Home, "ls 


That iealous men we ſec, 
Oftentimes deluded bee. 


| Yet( friendly Courtier) kt not this much mooue or 
moleſt thee, but take heed whom thou truſteſt, for in truſt 
is treaſon. And in this regard, ler every Courtierbe moſt 
curiouſly circumſpe&and vigilant, and what Homer re- 
quires in a Prince, namely, that he þe quick ſighted,and 
watchfull, ac 4 imo, hauing! eyes both behind and 
before.. Let the wiſe Courtier ( Þ ſay )-preſcribe vnto 
himlſelfe the ſame rule. And let him notinconſiderately, 
lightly, or ſleightly, put confidence in a glauering, croo- 
ching,. and deepely proteſting -or ſwearing Friend, If 
thou any thing art all, eſteeme me, heare and beleeue this 
from me,elſe thou wilt ſoone or late repent,thaterethou 
didſt truſt a Saint-like ſaluation and proteſiation, Let E- 
picharmws his wiledome be forcible and effeuallin thee. 
Nulli Figere, To truſt none. Vnlefle thou doe ſo,tis a thou- 
fand to one, but that craftie Y//es, will at onetime or 0- 
ther, encounter chollericke 45«x. And thus thou ſhale 


be 
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be a debtorto thy ſelfe; ro-condole thine owne folly,and. 
to others alſo, to laugh thee to ſcorne. Itthercforethou 
wilt couer thee with a Shield, »_4gune "9 (harpe Dart, I 
at 


admonilh thee Courtier, and molt ſeriouſly : that 
thou negle& not this counſell : for, it will then vadoub- 
tedly confound thee. 


Furthermore, in whatſocuer Court thou liueſt, let this 
alſo be thy care, and a cautelous obſcruation vnto thee, 
that thou ftriue not either toaſcend too high, or to del- 
cend too low. Whatthen? Beware of Extreames, and 
rn thy (elfe of the truth of that which the Poer 


5 3 


Medio Tuliſcimuns ibis. 


To keepe 4 vertuous meaſure, 
Is [ureſt, purei# Treaſure. 


Let then (I ſay ) Mediocricies golden Rule, which is py on 
ſo frequently, ſo vehemently preſſed and praiſed, and 
that moſt deſeruedly, by the moſt ingenuous and iudici- 
ons, both Poets and Philoſephers, be euermore thy loue 
and thy delight. Excellent 1s that of one Pallzs, who thus 
wilhed. Yiinaw ego neque, nimic { elix, neq, miſerabils eſ- 
fem.. 0 would 1 might be neither too mightte, nor tos miſc- 
rable;becaule indeed Mediocritie or a Meane,is the moſt 
deliderableand dele&able thing in the world:and places 
of higheſt Honour, doe caule and procure the greateſt 
dangers. And contrariwiſe, Experience it {elie, which 
nener deceiues, teacheth vs truely, that a moſt deieted 
and low eſtate, ingenders di{daine, contempt and con- 


tumelie: they therefore are truly wiſe, which both ſay 
F 2 and 


Of empioy- 
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and:doe, a9 Phocyiides did 5 nova withlo dump Han Us 
e tobe an indifferent Cittizen : for, many 


an wc 1 aejir 
moſt excellent things conſiſt in Mediocritie. To fhut vp all 
ina word I hey, which in all their endeuouas, delire to 
keepethe Golden meaneliue moſt ture,mott ſecure from 
feare of diſtrefle and danger. Such a fotrand ſweere kind 
of life therefore, which Salomernthe worlds wonder tor 
Wiſedome, ſought and beſought of God,giuing the rea- 
fon of his requeſt, which was to a moſt honeſt and holy 
end, as 15 excellently ſer torth Pro. 30 Such akindot lite 
(1 ſay) it rhou be wile, I withthou wouldfſt eſpecially de- 
lireand delight in. And afſuredly, it thou greedily gape 
not after more, or more neceſlary things, than are com- 
petently ſufficient; this may. very well ſatiſhe and con- 

tent any man to liue an honeſt, wiſe, and bleſled life. 
Moreouer, it the affayres ofthy Prince call thee to the 
expedition, of any great, notable, and important cm- 
ployment, be not too highly conceited or aiteted with 
this honour, or preferment, Neither be thou of opinion, 
_ thatthy reputation, orauthoritie,cannot well confift in 
fafetie, vnleſle ations of ſuch conſequence, relie and de- 
pend vpon thy performance. -Anoid rather(good Cour- 
tier )1f I may aduiſethee, by the examples of others, the 
too much intermedling in the difficult aftayres, and ſe- 
cret counſels ofthy Prince zbur ſo farre forth as they are 
tuſtand honeſtthon mayft, vider goe then ; yet I ſay do 
not greedily delire ts hauerhe ſpecially hand in them. 
For, it thoſe employments ( though nener {o great im: 
plicit and intricate, doe not gaine and obtaine a happie 
and hopefulliflue and fuccefle, then thou, who building 
Caſtles in the'ayre, hadſt purpos'd thereby to haue ſer vp 
the plames of thy fame and renowne, ſhalt contrariwiſe 
| now 
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now become a grieuous and egregious conſumer and 
bankrupr, as it were, of thy former hoped tame, by a tu- 
ture hapning [hame. $54 

Now alſo as couching Matrimony or Marriage, I firſt ;,,...__ 
of all and elpecially admonilh thee, that vnlefle chou be ny, or Marri- 
thercunto ſolely or lingly conſtrained, thou put not thy 5855 & #41 
ſeite forward in ſuch a bulineſle, for wee finde ir true by 
experimentall proofe, that many men ( others being de- 
barr'd and kept out)haue beene admitred, or ratper haue 
intermingied and inuolued them{clues into the lecrets, 
and matrimonial negotiations of Princes;as it they were 
the onely ominous Augours, and ſolid Soutt-ſayers of 
Nuptialls and Marriges ; but haue thereby cuen plunged 
and ouer-whelmed themlelues, into great and grieuous 
dangers, eſpecially when the euent hath not fortunately 
anſwered the intent. 

Againe, ler the Courtier take heed in this reſpet, and OftHum'iry, 
embrace the good counſell of Polypie, which is, that hee 
highly clteeme Sobrietie,& Humilitie, leaſt being by any 
thing puffed vp with pride,the Prince doenotonely per- 
ceiue, but puniſh the ſame, in that ſuch a one would 
ſeeme and be eſteemed, more wiſeand prudent than his 
Prince. This isan infallibletruth, that Princes indeede 
doe delight in, and loue men famous for their learning, 
vertue, long grounded and graue experience : but they 
will, by no meanes,admir or permit with apatient mind, 
any whomſoeuer, that goes avout to promote and pre- 
ferre theralelues aboue him ; northoſe who for cuuill go- 
uernment are more highly prized or prayed than him- 
ſelte: Afluredly it hath beenein times patt, is atthis pre- 
ſent, and will bein time to come, moſt taithtully true ; 


that, 
E- Z Nulls 
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Null fides regni ſocys, oniniſg poteſtas - 
Impatiens Conſortss erit, 3c. 


A Kingly Throe or Crowne will neere perm, 
Corriuall or Copartner there to fit. 


But I ſpeake not this, to that end and purpoſe, that aH 
Tpþuois all freedome and libertic of ſpeech, ſhould bee 
taken from Courtiers, being both , Wile, and vn- 
der{tanding men ; For, neither is it befitting, nor doth it 
ſtand with reaſon, that they ſhould ſo low deie& and a- 
baſe themſchues, as either to allow and approue of the 
iliberall and ſeruile opinions of others, or themſclues to 
{peake vafaithfully;which abſurditieand impierie (if wee 
will beleeue Platarch) is moſt worthy to bee reproued, 
and reprchended of all men. Let not then the Courtier, 
ifan honeſt, graue,and diſcreet man, feare the diſpleaſure 
of his Prince,whereby he ſhould be reftrained,not freely 
to deliuer thoſe things, which he hath truly and wiſely 
conceiuedin his heart. 


$:mulation & MOorcouer, [ct both Simulation and Diſ-ſimulation, 
difsiwulation that 1s, all counterfeiting or colourable diſſembling, bee 


in ipecch. 


thers to {corne, or baſely eſteeme and vilifie them z Nor 


farre from the Courtly Counſellour, whenſoeuer hee is 
to giue his Iudgement,or deliuer his opinion,concerning 
any matters alreadie propounded. Let him not then ſo 
much deliretoin{inuate, and creepe into the fauour and 
gracious acceptation of his Prince, by fraudulent cozen- 
age, vnhonelt trickes, or falſe tales; as by vertue, wit, ec- 
loquence, excellencie, and integritie,wich all which not- 
withltanding that he may be enriched and richly garni- 
ſhed, yer let him not for this cauſe deride and langh 0- 


ſo 
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fo admire and magnifie himſelfe, that by this meanes,he 
as it were peſſundate and tread them vnder his foote. 
But whatthen ? Why afluredly whoſocuer treades this 
path, walkes haſtily into the high-way of his owne ruine 
and deftruftion, which happily hath not hapned ro any 
one in our, or our Auncettors knowledge and remem- 
brance. Doubtleſle this fame Philastia, or (elfe-loue ne- 
uer makes mention or motion toany goodnefle, Neither 
isit repugnant to reaſon and <quitie, thathe which onely 
deſires to pleaſe and content himſelte, and contempru- 
ouſly ſcornes and centemnes others, ſhould ſemblablie 
be of others diſdained, reiefed, and ſcorned. 

Furthermore (kind Courtier) I would here admoniſh Honeſt aduiſe | 
thee this one thing alſo, That if peraduenture,by theau- <2! 
thoritic of thy Prince, thou be ro fit in Counſel] about 
matters of great Conſequence z that thou ſeriouſly and 
ſedulouſly ponder in mind, and firictly examine, whe- 
ther the Counſellor buſineſle to be then vndertaken, in 
the name and right of thy Prince, be plealing to God, 
profitable to the Common wealth, befitting the fame and 
reputation of the Counſellours themſelues, as allo eafily 
and harmeleſ]y to be afteted : For, thoſe Counſellours 
doe very badly aduiſe and counſel their Prince,who ma- 

Dy times are the ſpeciall cauſes; that they ere&t and build 

ownes, T owers, I renches, Bulwarkes, or Warre-like 
Rampiers, and ſuch like, little or nothing profitable to 
them, and by this meanes omit others more neceſlarie 
and commodious. In theſe, and ſuchlike affayres, let the 
Courtly Counſellour be alwayes moſt ready preſt co ap- 

ynt ſuch workes,as may be propice and profitable to 

is Prince and Countrey : Herein I ſay let him be verie 


diſcreetand prudent in counſelling, as allo moſt cunning 
F 4 and 
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and quicke witted, to diſplay and lay open,what hehath 
ro thar purpoſe, in his heart excogitaied : For, Princes e- 
ſpecially are of all other men molt impatient of delayes. 
Theretoreto vſedelay or protrattion of time, and either 
by reaſon ofthe dullnefle of wit, or flow motions and 
conceptions of the minde, or elſe through want of ma- 
ture [udgement, to procraſtinate and put off trom day to 
day bulineſles, and imployments of great importance, 
and efpeciall moment, will not onely be very preiudict- 
all a obnoxious to thy credit and eſtimacion, but euen 
< thy Prince himſelte moſt vnpleaſant and vnaccepta- 
le. y 44000 

Againe, let the Counſeilour or honourable Embaſla- 
dour,mind and marke this,thar he be not too forward to 
divulge and make knowne the waightie and important 
affayres, committed to his truſt and fidelitic ; but what 
in him lies, let him couer and conceale them vn«1ll ſuch 
rime, as they be effeAually diſpatched and concluded. 
But if otherwiſe, ſome with enuie will ſpeedily ſo profe- 
cute and perſecute thee, as very much to hurt and hinder 
thy nobleaRions, orelſc others will noc fticke to accuſe 
thee of remiſſenefle,and want of wiſedome,thar ſuch and 
ſuch buſineſles were not with more celcririe, and expedi- 
tion performed. Be carefull therefore without any ru- 
mour ornoyle, ſpeedily to itrike the ſtroke of thine in- 
tended ations, yere any man haue time, ſo much as to 
mule or thinke thereon. 

Furthermore, I would here ſuggeſt and put into the 
minde of the wife Counſellovur,this needtull and necetla- 
ry admonition : namely, that Jike the Sun he be alwayes 
as it were in continuall ation ; thatis, Thatas muchas in 
him lies, he liue not without employment; this is the 
MCEAnCcs 
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meanes to acquire and pet a noble name, renowne, and 
reputation, eſpecially ithe doe ſpeedily and forrunately 
olficiareche fires of his Prince. 


Now inthe true and due deliberation and executio 

of ſuch ations, ler the Courtier be hereof moſt aduil 
ly carefull, rhathe wrap vp in ſilence, whatſocuer m 
either be hurtfull,or not helpeful therein. For,in this caſe, 
as the ſaying is, Graws iattura lequels ejft, Great damage $ience'iscom 
and detriment ariſeth from ondiſcreet ſpecch;but commen- meddable. 
dable and comfortable is Silence, and Secrecy : For, as 
Bablers are in euery bulineſſe very vnneceſlary and vn- 
profitable, ſo eſpecially, in high, great, and important 
affayres.Excellently therefore doth that moſt wiſe King 
reproue and reprehend futilitie, or fooliſh babling. Pro. 
20, Non admiſceto te cum ills qui arcana detegit, Keepe not 
company) with him which reuealeth ſecrets. That,therefore, 
which thou wouldſt not haue another to blab, doe not 
thou thy ſelfe blaze abroad. 

Now afterall this, theſe ſubſequent conſiderations will To doe no- 
alſo deſerue thy frequent medirarion, ro wit, that thou *\"s "ont 
attempt not any thing, though thou aſſuredly know it taowledge. 
neuer ſo profitable, without the priuitie and conſent of 
thy Prince, eſpecially if he be nor farre remote and ab- 
ſent from thee : for, what may he thence colle& and con- 
clude, but that thou didft contemne his Princely prero- 
= neglect him not therefore by any meanes,neither 

ctermine any thing, though in the ſmalleſt matters, or 
moſt calie and commodious manner, thy Prince not be- 
ing therewith firſt acquainted. 

Likewiſe if the Courtier haue commiſſion to execute Rules for 3n 
the placeand employments of an Embailadour, let him E=Þbaflagour 
not cither by his owne authoritie,or by occalion of more 

G commodt 
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commodious managing of "his Embaſlige, "alter or 
changeany part of his charge therein contained but let 
kim referreall his proceedings to the rule atd' forme of 
lis Commiſſion, ore!ſe vpon ſome new and inopinate 
accident, ler him ſpeedily aduiſe and conſtle with his 
Prince: For although it be determined and concluded by 
the Ciuill Lawes, that ſometimes an Embaſſadour may 
excecd the bounds and limits of his Commilſlton,if more 
amply and orderly the Embaſſage may be executed,than 
was therein commanded. ' Yet notwithſtanding ( kind 
Courtier ) thar, is notto be vnderſtood of publicke, bur 
of priuate affayres. That of Yalerins, may giue thee ſa- 
ristaftion herein, Romanes Legationem, quibus acceperant 
verbis, peregiſſe. That the Romanes deliuered their Embaſ- 
ſage in the ſelfe ſame words, wherem they had receined it. 


And that alſo, ofthat moſt famous Father, dinine Bey- 


Not to vnder- 
take matters 
aboue his 
power. 


#ard is in this caſe worthy remembrance, and deepe me- 
ditation, Non attena:t ( layth he) vers obediens quale fit, 
quod pr ecipitur, hoc ſolo contents, quod precipitur, The 
truly obſequious and obedient Embaſ/adour, conſiders not 
what kind of Commiſion or Command he hath receined, be- 
" onely ſatisfied with what he is commanded. Heare this 
( kind Courtier) and performe the: fame: and acknow- 
ledge thy Prince lawtully, viing his imperious preroga- 
tiue, thy ſupreme Superiour, to whom thou oughteſt to 
be moſt morigerous, and dutifull. 
Againe, whither thou be ſentas an Embaſfadour, O- 
ratour, Interpretour, or Ledger, in time of Warre, or of 
Peace; either forthe preſent, or for long continuance ; 
for parle or performance of any affayres whatſoeuer, 
thou muſt now moſt diligently enter into conſultation 
with thy ſelfe, and examine thy power and facultie,whar 


in 
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in ſucha caſe, is thy habilitie, or debilitie ſoundly and 
ſubſtantially to effetand accomplilh the ſame, For,rhere 
1s not a greater token of foolilhneſle, or foole hardineſle, 
than for a man to take vpon him the execution of ſuch a 
Fun&ion or Office, as he is not able (ately to vadergoe. 
Beware therefore I ſay, and that ſeaſonably,that thou do 
notat any timie,aftect or delire thoſe things, which either 
thou knoweſt, or at leaſt ſhouldſt know, will be by thine 
1mporencie,infirmity,and debility moſt obnoxious,moſt 
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p, 


pernicious vnto thy ſelfe, or others, be heedtu]l herein I whacis requi- 


aduiſe thee, and with a judicious hearr, poyleand con(1- r 


derin mind, the pofhibilicie, and efhicacie, as well of thy 
bodie, as-of thy wit and diſeretion ; What thou art able 
to commpalle by thy: wiſedome;, learning, and eloquence: 
as alſo haw expert and circumſpe& thou art-to contriue 
any thing: Neithcris itimperrinent, that I added the ha- 
bilities of the Bodie: for, it is vndoubredly wichour all 
contronerlie, that in an Embaſſadour is required a- faire 
and comely conſticution of Bodie, that is, ſuch an exter- 
nall beautie,and pleaſant perfonableneſſe,as may be moft 
amiable, and louelyin the eyes of his beholders. For,no 
wiſe man ſurely will gaine-ſay, but that euenin the maie- 
{ty or gracefulneſle of the budy is a certaine genuine and 
imbred honour, and reverence repreſented. Doſt thou 
delireexamples? Theyare pregnant. For, we read that 
Alexaxder the Great, was molt coyly and dildainetully 
beheld by the Queene ofthe Amazones, for no other rea- 
ſon, than that ſhee found notin that ſo potent and migh- 
tie Monarch, ſach beautie & comelineſle of bodie,as 

expectedin him;whoſe not able fame of admired deedes 
of prowefle,had beene from farre bruted and divuiged 


vnto her, Very memorable alſo is that of the Stoick Cats, 
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who derided &icſted vpon thoſe Embaſladors of Roome 
one of whome, hada very foule and vnſeemely ſcarre 
vpon his head, cauſed by a blow witha ſtone : the other 
being lame The Senate of Roome ( fayth hee ) have ſens 
an Embaſſador , which hath neither head nor feete. 
Heerealſo (leaft wee proue a moſt thankleſſe andin- 


moriailofthat pratefull Poſterity ) let me ſtep one foote out of the way, 


moit mcmo- 
rable Queene 
Elizaberh, 


& adde one more asa perfonal parterne,and liuely exam- 
ple hereof; How great and gratious heroickeimperiall, 
and ſpecious maieſty, wastn that moſt magnificent, 
and royall Elizabeth, (o long as ſhe liued Queene, of this 
famous and flouriſhing Iland ? our neighbors , The 
Lowcountrymen Germans, French, [tallians, Spaniards 
and Polonians, knew thee well, o thou neuer ſuthciently 
praiſed Princelle ! ya, I fay the Grecian and Barbarian 
Emba fſadors,held it an eſpecial cauſe of exceeding great 
reuerence, only to ſee thy beauty, & no lefle then an ad- 
mirable wonder to heare Thee ſpeake. ' But, of thee, 
thrice noble Princeſle, in whoſe body and foule,was ſea- 
ted and {erled diuine Graceand Maieſty , what can I ſay 
without thee ? ſaue only thisthatſo long as any ftateand 
condition of mortall men ſhall remaine; thy name ,and 
fame (hall remaine, and fre{hly flouriſh ; neither ſhall a- 
ny age, or poſterity, ſmoother vp in filenceorcaſtinto- 
the pit of obliuion,the worthy praiſe ofthy Maielty,Gra- 
I magnanimity, which was mot i luſtriouſ] 'gar- 
niſhed, andas.it were varniſhed ,: with vnſpeakable and 
vnheard, gratious courteſie,and affability. Farewellthen,, 
thou celeſtiall and imperiall Princeſſe , the moſt excel- 
lent, and eminent Phep:x, fautrix , and fanourer of lear- 
ning, and all vertnous Artsand Sciences: Thou art now 
 bleſledly aſcended, from this momentany and tempo- 
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rary Court, into heauenly Palace; into that place wher 
thou now enioyeſt cternall ioy without annoy or bitter- 
neſle, and cuerlaſting quietneſſe withourall care or di- 
ſturbance. T hou o Angelicall Sanited ſoule, yerethou 
walſt old, waſt caretull ro liue well, that when thou waſt 
old,chou mightſt dy wel. Wee alſo in the interim whiles 
here wee as it were,creepe vpand downe on the obſcene 
Scene of this wretched world, doe all of vs bend our 
courſe thither, doeall haſt and runne to that goale. But 
whar doe I, whither doe I run,by digreffing too far from 
theend, where vnto Lintend my journey? I muſt there- 
fore now returne , from that Court to this Court. 

After all theſe things , which wee have admoniſhed, 
and demonſtrated, to the Courtier, Letthe Courtly em- 
baſſidor, doe his beſtendeauour, ſo to diſpatch and per- 
forme his embaſlages; and fo diſcreetly to order and dif- 
polcot all his ſeuerall ations therein, that he may not r,apudency 


with many others before him, feare that; Legats deeſſe os, ormiolerce 
The Embaſſ ador bath na face, that is, hee is ſucha one, as *** __ 
1s nota {ham'd atany thing hee does. Therfore (kinde or. 
Courtier ) that thou maiſt be gratious in the acceptance 
both of thy Prince , from whom, and to the Prince, to 
whom thou art ſent ; be by all meanes furniſhed with a 
quicke and nimble wit, tharthou maift anſwere ſubtilly 
' andeloquently, together with a certaine grauity , grace- 
fulincfle, and deleable ſweete vrterance, both to ſay & 
doe _ marters premeditated , or not premeditated, with 
fold poliſhrand acure indgment for many times (be- 
keiue me) ſuch accedentall marrers may in thy imploi- 
ments bee contingent and fallout, as will not admit de- 
lay, nor time for conſulrarions. 
Let the courtly Embaſſador or Oratorobſerueand 
G 3 marke 
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marke this alſo, that although, eloquence in ſpeaking be 

4 very excellent and ao unea.. Ap yet not withſtanding 
hee muſt diſcreetely, moderate his ſpeech from roo ma- 
ny R hetoricall glofles, and figurative illuſtrations; I de- 
ny not, but that ſuch like painted amplificarions, being, 
as it were,the moſt beautitull lights of an Oration , may 
haue their moſt pertinent,& exquilite vie inthe Schooles, 
Temple,and Seate of Indgement, but not before a Prince 
Let therefore thine Oration or ſpeech toa Prince be e- 
laborate and well fraught, and furniſhed with graue rea- 
ſons, and pithy and ſubſtantiall ſentences , rather than - 
with the 9s of words onely;a pure, ſimple, ſmooth, 
and plaine ſpeech,is certainely moſt plealing to a Prince: 
And contrarywile, an intricate, coullerable,and curiouſ- 
ly, contriued ſpecch is moſt diſplealing. 

To be expert Furthermore, let the Embaſſadorbe well ſcene in the 

inchelan- Language of that Country., or Kingdome, whither he 

re is ſents but eſpecially, in that which he may vnderſtagd, 

therhegoes the Prince; to whome heis ſent, is moſt delighted with- 

kmbaſlader. ll, The Latine Tounge, vndoubredly is very accepta- 
ble every where:wheretore let him be moſt skilfull there- 
in,that he may bee able to ſpeake it moſt promptly, ta- 
miliarly,and exquiſitely. Thou heareſt not any Nicephs- 
7 ſpeaking to thee, who moſt in KAT , would 
hauea man learne perfeRly all languages. Neither can 
I bee perſwaded that of Mithridates was true,that he was 
euer able to ſpeake 22 ſeuerall languages ; Butwee here 
doe only, and eſpecially, perſwade vnto an 7dioma, or 
moſt propper forme of Conch ; 

Cabal Againe, it is not ſo much deſired in any Embaſſador, 

Hiſtorian and That he bee a meere Philoſopher,as that he be an excellent 

Anuquary, Antiqud7), and well red Hiſtorian, tor things to come = 

OT 


for the moſt part like vnto thoſe which are already paſt 
and performed, which an Embailador muſtalſo know, 


as beeing indeed a Polititian. 
Vnto thele foreſaid cautions I add Temperice,which Te. 


alſol, as aſpeciall ornament recommend torhe Cour- inan Embaf- 


ſador ve 


tiers, or Emballadors , prudent con{tderation ; Send I *** 

pray thee ( friendly Courticr ) into perpetuall exile or © 
anilhment; al! the vnreuerent rabble,ot inordinate luſts 

and deſires, which are indeed at vrter defiance,and open 

warre with Temporance and Reaſon. 

Ifrhou be inuited to Banquets, or Feaſts, let amode- 
rate and indifferent prouilton, of meate and drinke ſati(- 
he, 'contentand pleaſe thee, let thy Sermocination , or 
conterence, be ſweete and pleaſant , and the good will & 
cheerefull acceptance ofthe gueſts, be hearty and faith- 
full and be not ouer come with wine, or ftrong drinke; 
for, what ſoundneſle of wit and diſcretion,can bee in the 
head,braine,or minde of that man,which doth as it were 
ſtufte, glut, and gorge himſelfe , with immoderatly de- 
uoured meate and drinke. Neither is it to be imagined, 
that Circes did Metamorphiſe, the companios of Y{ſ/esin- 
to Swine, by any other meanes than this; which, hir Sor- 
cery or witchcraft (as the Poets faine ) could takenoet- 
fe vpon Yes himſelfe, he being a ſober, ſatiate, and 
moderate man. Letthe Courtier obſerue, and heedfully 
marke this,leaſt by roo indulgent freeneſſe and forward- 
nefſe to drinke, being by the fables and falſe tales of 0- 
thers, prickt forward and prouoked , hee take ſuch a fall 
as may vtterly ouer-throw, the high building ofall his 
former creditand repuration. T heſe things I could hear- 
tely deſire, eyery Courtier would at all times carefully 


ruminate, conſider and recogitate , but eſpecially then 
G 4 when 
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when as bee is to haue Audience ,, - and to deliver the 
Summe of his Ambaſlage. To this purpoſe let him 
thinke vpon Xenecrates, who being by the Athenians ſent 
Embaſlador, thathe mightnotincurre the thelcaſt ſu(- 

of intemperance,is faid that he would neuer ſo 
much as touch or taſte any the leaſt quantity of meate or 
drinke,vntill he had vttered, and delmered theeffe@ of 
his Ambaſllage. en) 

Tobeeac. FHonorius and Theodeſius the Emperors were of opinion, 

quainred and that it is not fit to ſearch and pry into the ſecrets of for- 

oe" - raine Kings; yetin my iudgement, I cannot ſee any iuft 
place where reaſon why it ſhould be blameable in an Embaſlador, if 

- _ Em- when he be returned, he know and make knowne , thoſe 

things which may ſeemeand that mot iuſtly, roapper. 
taine vnto the common- wealth; I meane thoſe things e- 
ſpecially , which belong to cuſtomes, Religion, Natio- 
nall lawes, ſituations of Kingdomes, Caſtles, Cities, 
Rayments,Ornaments of Princes, Conditions of Coun- 
ſellors, Originals, Families, power , poſſefhon orri- 
ches, forme and faſhions of ArchiteRure or buildings 
and ſuch like. For, what can be more diſgracefull co an 
Embaſſador than when his Prince doth queſtion him 
concerning thole things, to finde him ignorant of them, 
the greateſt parte whereof or at leaſt the eunoe;e, That 
whereof himſelfe was an eye-witneſſe hee might eaſily 

| haue vnderſtood and haue had ample information? 

4 Let the Courtier bethe firſt in perſwading his Prince, 

or that he would be pleaſed { novice ing that the Em- 

fas, baſladours for diuerſe reaſons may be diſtaſtefull vnto 
him ) yet both royally and magnificently to reſpe& and 
entertaine them, and to giue them a gracious and Prince- 
ly hearing, and witha large &liberall reward to _ 

them; 
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them ; that they may not haue any iuſt cauſe to com- 
plaine of his parlimonic, vngentleneſle, and inhumani- 
eie. 


The Embaſſadourand Courtly Counſellour muſt not 
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(by any meanes ) be remiſle in his affayres, & yet let him patch ofaa 


beas fearefull as hopetull of the panes iſſue and e- Emballagr, 


ent of them: leaſt being onely led with a precipitate con- 
fidence of good ſuccetle, he doe the more negligently 
and carelelly,put in execution the charge committed to 


him in his Commiſhon. 


Lethim alſo in all other matters,hate and auoid curio- Curiorie, 


fatie, and not excruciate himſelfe with care for thoſe 
things which hee ought not: for, as Plutarch teftifies, 
mAoage yunine, Curiofitie is a ile and ſeruile vice or wrets 
chedneſſe. Therefore, though in Courts, curiolities tick- 
ling and inticing motions be pleaſant and delightfull,yet 
let every diſcreet, honeſt, and wiſe Courtier negle&,and 
reieQ it. 


Let this caution alſo be carefully imprinted inthe mind Verboſite, 


and memory of euery Courtier, that in his ſpeech he ex- 
prmn——_ Prudency than Yerboſitie, and with the moſt 
ageand graue, to be briefe & compendious,in the hand- 
ling and SCchin ofany his ations and employments 
whatlocuer. For,there is nothing can be more irxeſome 
to a Prince, norin deed to any es prudent man, than 
to liſten to thoſe men, which like a mightie flood of 
words, or an emptic Barrell, doe make a huge ſounding 
noyſe, without any ſoundneſſe of iudgement or diſcret- 
on; whoare, as the Countrey-man ſayd of the Nightin- 
gas, Vox tantum, preterea nibil, Nothing but words and 


hy Moreouer, let the ns (a obſerue, my 
when 
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whet he attempteth or intendeth any matter of mornene 
with his Prince, he carefully watcheth a fit opportunitie, 
and thathe begin the ſame from ſome new and gratefull 
matter,which he may thinke will delight,or gine content 
ro his Prince. Bur it at thattime, his Prince be exerciſed 
about other ſerious affayres, let him deſiſt, and wiſely 
watch a more ſeaſonable and convenient occafion : how 
minch opportunities auaileable, Pipdarm in his Pjthize 
doth excellently declare, O' 5 wwets 1mwnns fankar bes wputey, 
Time((aith he)imn exery thing hath the ſupreme place, L.&t the 
Courtier therefore know, and khow aſſuredly, tharfach 
is the validitie and efficatie of time and opporttthity,that 
itisable to tranſlate and tranſmnrate, tharwhich'is honeft 
into diſ-bbneſtie, profit into diFprofit;and apoodtorne 
into a ſhtewd rurne, and the contrary.” Finally, titne is 
able to alrernare, and quite change the face, faſhion, and 
harvre of any thing : this did $alomn that thoſt wiſt king 
ynderſtand and teach, Pro, 1 5. Letatur homo in ſeptentia 
js i ſermo oportunas eff yt ion. Aman bathiby (falch 
he) by the anſwere of his mouth, and « te | hes tne 
ſeaſon, is moſt excellent. But enough of theſe rhings, now 

tothe matter. | 
Tithe vadertaking and handling of any publike em- 
ployments, let the Counſellor have an eſpecial refpet 
and regard of his honour and dighnitte, which tree m 
ſafely prouidefoer, by this foure-fold rule and dire&fon, 
maugre all the malice, fretting, and furning of all his en- 
utous enctnies. Firſt of all; lethifendevonr what in him 
lies, ts line well,andwell to vnderftand the Trath,which 
isa moſt luculent andeuident argument of Saprence. Se- 
condly, let him adminiſter, and giue good & wholeſore 
counfell to his Prince, which is a point of Prudence. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, let him both deſire and endeyour that which is 

od ynto him ; which is a propertie of Juſtice. Fourth- 
y, ler him delight to doe good, which isa token of con- 
{taacie and perſeuerance. And he certainly which is ar- 
med with this Zugdraple Shield or Target, (hal notealily 
be ouerthrowne from the hight of his honour and dignt- 
tie. 

Byt ( kind Courtier ) in euery deliberation and con- Inconueni- 
ſukatien, which appertaines to publike bulineſſes,conft- ***<**% 
der well, whence either greater or leſſer inconueniences 
may ariſe, and make choice (as the chiefe) of that de- 
terminatian, whence the ſmaller diſcommodities doe a- 
crew, and which come neereſt to the Lawes and writtea 
word of Gad ; Letthe Counter ſettle his aboade here as 
mn amoſexquilit, ſmooth, and plaine way, namely, that 
he meditate, and muſe on the moſt excellent things, that 
he ſpeake the beſt, and but few things, that he execute 
and performecthe moſt ſingular and ſybſiantiall things, 
and theſe, all, ſuch as may be moſt honeſt, lawfull, and 
beneficall either to the Church, or Commen-Wealrh. 

Such a manas this may eaſily be diſcerned,to differ from 
the forme, figure, and {imilitude of a Seruant, or {lauiſh 
Vaſlall. Neither ſhall he be ofneceflitic conſtrained to 
rake all he needs from the Caſker ofa Womans Nurcery, 
or fromthe braine and invention of ſome Courtly Chap- Neo relic | 
laine. For, what hath neerer relation to the condition of cn otters. , 
Seruants and bondmen, than meerely to depend and re- 
lie vpon ſimple Women, or Ecclefiafticall Courtiers, in 
Courtly affayres? What is more baſe and abieR, than, 
leaſt we ſhould be depriued of our office and preferment, 
to conſent and ſubſcribe to the opinions and purpoſes of 
others, though neuer {0 — or vnequall , yea, 96 
2 at, 
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that, ſometimes in matters of Relipion, and Satuation ? 
Oh woe ! oh ſhame ; alas, What pen, what tongue is 'a- 
ble roexpreſle, how {hamefull, groſſe,and grieuous itis ? 
Thata man ſhould thus mancipateand betlaue himſclfe 
to others? That whatſocyer wrong, and iniuftice, ny 
allow, we muſt approue ? Wharſocuer impietie, or dil- 
honeftiethey affirme to be good, we muſt lay and ſweare 
tis ſo? Let Courtiers in this caſe call ro mind, thatnota- 
ble and remarkableexample,which Theodorick 4frucharh 
lefras a patterne to poſteritie, who commanded all ſuch 
Gnathonicall Sycophants, tobe put to death, ſaying: $5 
Des fidem non ſeruaft c,quomods homini ſincer ans conſcienti> 
ar ſeruabitis ? If yee be not faithfull ts God, how is it poſsible 
yee can be faithfull toman ? Marke this I pray thee (gvod 
Courtier ) and thou whoſocuer thou art, whom Heauen 
hath aduanced ro I know not what Srepters, Pallaces, 
Courts, Kingdomes, and Empires, he certainly which is not 
faithfull ro God, or by ſuch. deceiueable and fraudulent 
meanes,gets a Crowne,or a Kingdome, hath vadoubred- 
ly Subies ſcarcely faithfull, and a Kingdome ſcarce 
conſtant,or durable to him, and in ſtead of renowne,and 
Iknownot what maieſtie, which-he'ſought for, findeth 
'nothing, but a meere ſhaddow, ſmoake, and vanitie. 1; of 
ſer purpoſe here let paſle a moſt terrible and lamentable 
example, which, alas, not many yeares ſince did truly 
teach vs, andthe very factic ſelfe of the murtherer did ap- 
ntly proue to be moſt true ; which &@ mes wee doe 
7 ut touch by the way. For, to defire either to rip vp or 
rub ouer a:tre{h, the memorie of which ſaid moſt ſad ex- 
ample, were to do nothing elſe than'to renew our griefe, 
ſorrow, and lamentation, and to touch that Flcer,where- 
with that moſt prodigious Monſter of men had ftricken 
this 
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this whole Chriſtian Orbe, yea, vsand all good men, 
with a molt deteſtable, vnhappie, and valuckie blow.But 
to the purpoſe : Fly, O fly I beſcech thee ( good Courti- 
er) this infamous blemiſh, yea this dilhonelt and diſho- 
nourable ſtaine afore-named ; ſeeke not daintie delights, 
by ſuch dangerous endeuours, to vphold the Nobilitie 
of thy Aunceſtors ; doe not too higly extoll or magnitic 
thy Pedegree, and the ſmoakie images of thy Progeni- 
tours. Neither doe thou vaine gloriouſly bragge & boaſt 
of thy valiant or vitorious deeds of Chiualne, truly tis 
thus, the glorious renowne and fame of thy Forefathers, 
15a true and vnextinguiſhed light to poſteritie, and ( to 
ſpeake with Criſpue ) ſuffers not their good or cujll aQti- 
ons to lic buried in obliuion ; yet heare and beleeue this 
one thing, which [ ſhall tell thee ; {ince all men had no- 
thing bur Dz#rtand Slme for their firſt and great Grand- 
father, as well they which loftily and haughtily brag and 
vaunt it out in purple and ſcarlet robes, as they which are 
preſt and oppreſt with pouertie, and {icknefle : As well 
they which with wide mouth'd oftentation.do crake and 
boaſt of ſtately S:atues, Trophees, Triumphs, and Conſull- 
Ships of their Aunceſtors, as thoſe who haue mot pri- 
uately, penurioully, and very hungrily led their lines in 
poore Countrey-cottages: Doe not therefore proudly, 
and diſdainetully glory in thy Grand-fathers, or great 
Grand-fathers Eminence, but if thou deſire tro mount 
and to ſurmount others, excell and exceede them in ho- 
neftic and integritie of lite and conuerſation; Letthy no- 
bilities originail and foundation be founded and groun- 
ded on Yerine, whereof affuredly tis farre better to haue 
beene the firſt Author and Occalioner, then either being 
well begun by others, to be the ouerthrow thereof, or ar 
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leaſt to arrogate and vendicate the ſame vnto thy (elfe,by 
diſgracetull trowardneſle, vatowardneſle, and petulan- 
cie. Letthen (I ſay) thy deedes be more worthy then 
thy words;and ihew not thy ſelfeſuch an idle,or yaman- 
ly Noble man,as onely to vaunt of voJuptuoulneſle,cale 
and idleneſle, which thou haft eſpecially got ftom the 
many- worthy employments of thy generous, induftri- 
ous, and vertuous Progenitours. Thele things ( kinde 
Courtier ) though I thus obie& vato thee, yer is it not 
my mind or intention, to counſell thee, that in the nar- 
row ſtraights of Fortune, thou (hould(t debaſe or abuſe 
the Noble Linage of thine Honourable Aunceſtors, by 
ſubieRing thy ſelfe to ſlauery, or baſeneſle ; bur that 
thou ſhouldſt endeuour by all vertuous and laudable 
meanes,to conſerue and itinuiolate,vnſpotted,and 
vndiſgraced, and not ſuffer tt ignominioully to {inke into 
the pit of blacke obliuion, or vtter forgetfulneſle. 

Here againe take heed to thy ſelfe, that either by hau- 
tinefle of mind, or pride of lite thou doe not exaſperare 
and prouoke to anger, other men more noble, excellent, 
and eminent than thy ſelfe, and fo kindle the furious 
flames of fierie wrath, and enuie againſt thee, eſpecially 
itraiſed from a plebean & moſt meane eſtate,thou ftretch 
out andextend thy plumesſo farre, as to excell and ſur- 
pate the nobleſt and moſt renowned men ofhonourand 
nobilitie, chiefely if thou attaineto this hight of honour 
and cel{ttude, by meere grace and fauour, or as ſome 
(lomtimes doe)by illegitimate and diſboneſt ſtratagems, 
not by famous fa&s, or meritorious atchicuements. Let 
not therefore the immodeſt or immoderate care,& eager 
deſure, or rather ardent fire of ouermuch ambition, with- 
draw thy mind from modeſtie, from equitie, neither > 
ric 
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rich or ennoble thine eſtare by hooke, or by crooke, by 
right or wrong. Wilt thou Courtier win a Kingdome,or 
inea Crowne?then hate hot luſt, and baſe couetouſnes, 
Yea, wilt thou enioy all things, then I fay thirſtnor after, 
couet not anything? 

Heare and belecue Seneca,that famous Philoſopher,and 
excellent Schoole-Maiſter of mans life, Hor eff Regnum, 
nolle regnare cum poſsis ; This is a Kingdome, to refuſe a 
King dome, when thou mightft raigne as Ring. Finally it thy 
mind prouoke thee to inordinare defire,let that of Lucan 
in his firſt booke, revoke thee ; 


Intiaa fatorwm ſeries, Summiſq, negatum 
Hare an. | 


Th'emperiall and impartiall Fates decree 
That higheft Thrones ſhall rainated bee. 


But, ſince all things which now ſeeme old haue binne 


nother forthe honor which he hath lately , and char de- 
ſeraed[y got and arrained vnto; forifthou laud or com- 
mend any man , for his riches, dignity , and proſperity, 
thou praifeſt ſuch externall matters, as not beinga mans 
owne, bur as the Philoſopher calls them Bona fortwne the 
Goodls of fortune , are therefore due to fortane : burif 
thou extolf and magnifie, a nobleman whois of fingular 
parts, and excelfently qualified, a great Scholter, pafhng 
eloquent, famous for councels, at , or conqueſts at 
watre; heere then indeede thou doſt praiſe the man him- 
ſlr, &norhing but what is his owne, Let ſach a Cour- 
| H 4 | tler, 
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All chings 
have their be- 


new anddid not once want their originall and firſt be- ginning and 
ing, let no wiſe and diſcreete Courrier hate or emulate a- ©2e- 
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tier, that he may the betrer maintaine his honour, digni- 
ty,and Nobillity, be a man of molt exquilite carriage, 
beautified with {weete and delicate, conltitutien of bo- 


dy; his ornaments of Apparell very honourable rich and 
ſumptuous, for if that be true which Homer ſaid. 


Namg. viro magnum veſts decus adait honeſis 


A mans rich clothes and ſumptuom ornament, 
Adaes no ſmall honour to huc high deſcent. 


This, indeede is in ſome ſort true,and befitting euery 
man , but eſpecially him which is attendant at Courte. 
Now to theſe external ornaments,let him adde the mag 
nificeace and noblenefle of other things , which as in 
others ſo eſpeciallic (as Arifotle teſtifies) are ina noble 
Courtier, moſt eonueniently to bee prouided ; other- 
wiſe he looſerh the reputation and renowne of his mag- 
nificenceand excellency, 

Furthermorecuery Courtier muſt in the Court carry 
about with him a cheerefull countenance, a tongue {low 
of ſpeech, anda heart that can as it were impriſonand 
locke vp his ſecrets; bur lethim eſpecially take heed of 
ridiculous or wanton geftures : tor what can be more 
ablurde fond and fooliſh than in conference to vie mi» 
micall and idle behauiour, winding , wagging and wreſt- 
ing the body to and fro like a vice or foole on a ſtage, 
whereby beyond all granityand decent ſobriety , they 
{ceme to iet or dance vp and downe caſting their heeles, 
kands, & feete, hitkerand thicher and looking another 
way , aSit they were talking with ſome others. Theſe 
things as they doe very much deface and diſgrace c_ 
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the beſt ſpeechees a man can deliuer-:: ſo,, are they nioft 
patenc and apparent arguments, ofaightand-vncon- 
ftant mind, which none ſurely but euen a meere fot, or 
one that hath not ſo much as oneeye of vnderſtanding, 
but moſt certainly knowes to be true. 


7 


Againe I heere aduiſe euery Courtier, that if atany  cuon, 


time, he deſire toſhun, and avoidethe dangerand dil- 
pleaſure of his Princes indignation, that he {utter not his 
offices, Place or dignities to be taken from him , by any 
others, than by his Prince himfelte: for doubtlefle it can» 
not but be very lilly and abſurd, for any man to expect a 
remuneration and recompence from any others, than 
from him to whome he delires, and endeauonrs his la- 
bours may worthily bee approued ; therefore wiſh & 
aduiſerhee, (kind Courtier ') that thoubee not alwaies 
preſent with thy Prince, nor too long abſent from him, 


procures hatred and weariſomeneſle of thee, the other 
cauſeth vamindfulnelle & forgetfulneſle of rhee, be nor 
therefore I ſay ſo abſent from the preſence of thy Prince 
as that he vtrerly forget thee, neither do thou ſo often & 
importunately intrude thy ſelfe into his preſence,as that 
thy perſonproue irkeſome, and vngratetull vnto him, 
but that thon maieſt to thy ſpeciall benefit and with his 
fauoure and affeRion, be abſent from him thou maiſt 1a- 
bor to compaſle and procure ſuch fauourable and hono- 


rable Embaſſages, as thou maiſt imagine obſerue and 


perceiue, will be gratefully acceptable co thy Prince; by 
this meanes , though abſent in body, thou ſhalt be {till 
preſent in the heart, and affetion of thy Prince, and as 
anew and lately entertained fauorite , mayeſt with ioy 
and alactitie comfortably returne vnto him. £ 

a I bh ct 
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do{t thou defire to know my reaſon? tis this, the one O_o thy 
riace, 
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Let the Courtier warily, and blameleſly learne, pati+ 
ently to beare,contemne, and (cr light by Enuie and Ha- 
tred, and let him in the #xterims both ſay and doe whatſo- 
euerisiuſt and equal], tor by this meanes, as ſureas what 
is moſt ſure,'it will come to paſle, that thou ſhalt vn- 
doubtedly foyle and fell thine Enemies, and enuious e- 
mulatours, whatere they be. Alſo let the Courtier moſt 
alluredly perſwade himſelte hereof, that Enuie doth not 
ſo much harme, to the partie enuied, as to the Author 
thereof, or partic enuying, but by all meanes baue thou 
acare, that thou thy ſelte hate and repudiate this moſt o- 
dious and {hametull vice in thy ſclfe, which afſuredly 

raceeds from no other fountaine or ſpring : nay, rather 
m no other finke,or muddy pit, than a loathſome and 
fauage motion and diſpoſition of rancour and malice, 
moſt true therefore is that Greeke Elegie, tranſlated into 
Latine. 


Iuſtius inuidia nipil eft, qua protinus ipſum 
Auctorem roait, dſcruciatg, animum. 


Emvic mo#t inſtly doth himſelfe deſtroy, 


Hurts his owne Heart, procures his owne annoy. 


 Thon, Courtier, then whoſoeuer thou art, that art 
ſicke of this enuions diſeaſe, breake the fury,vanquilh the 
fellneſſe thercof I aduiſe rhee. For, as a veſlell which is 
muſtie and vncleane, at the firſt, doth quickly and moſt 
ealily putrife, ſpoyle, and defile whatſoeuer good liquor 
or moylture is put therein : So a minde vitiated and con- 
taminated with this ſhrewd, lewd, and diſhoneſt diſpoli- 
tion, and inclination to enuic, can neucr purely poileſſe 
perfeR 
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perfe& quiet, andtranquillitie, Wherefore either let the 
Courrier neatly, and pleaſantly,frump and flout the bi- 
ting and deſpightfull ſpeeches of the enuious, or clſeas 
wiſely and wittily retort them, as they are malicioully 
darted againſt him, bur neuer let him with violence, or 
vehemence, repugne or repell them, eſpecially if they 
proceed from a Prince, Primate, or principall man of au- 
thoritie. For tis Wiſedome with patience to endure and 
ſuffer, notto reuenge and reproue that which cannot be 
otherwiſe altered. Let Courtiers alſo vnderſtand and 
know this,thatenuie is (as it were)the comon peſtilence 
and infefion af a Court, which as it is connatiue with 
man, ſo doth ipwith man (eitheramongſt them ofequall 
or inferiour condition ) ariſe and grow vp. Notwith- 
ſtanding ( kind Courtier ) doſt thou deltre apreſeruatiue 
ainftir, and to haue a falue to heale this dangerous 
ſore; I deſire thee at leaſt to abate & extenuate it by cour- 
teſie, graciouſnelle, and affabilitie. Ifin the meane ſaſon 
any chance or miſchance befali thee, by the enuie of the 
impious and vngodly, thinke thus with thy (elfe, that all 
men cannot (at all times) continue excellent & eminent : 
for, in ſhort time many may beere&ed to the top of pre- 
ferment, and the ſame men be as ſuddainly deieed to 
the depth ofdiſtreſſe and calamirie, and thoſe eſpecial 
which liuein Princes Palaces. For, can any man noſe 
ble be ſo ignorant ofthis our humane caſe and condition 
as notto know, and to bee vndoubtedly aflured, that 
Courners according to the will and pleaſure of their 
Prince,are ſometimes happie, ſometimes vnhappie,lom- 
times mightie, ſometimes miſcrable ? What ifthis ſhould 
come to paſle, which alſo isa humane caſualtie, and in a 


Prince, as he is a man excuſable, and to bee endured, 
I 2 namely, 
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namely, that wichout any great reſpe& of judicious con- 
ſiderations, he magnifie and lift vp this or that man; to 

the higheſt ſtep of honour and dignitie, or conrariwiſe 
that he vilifie and thruſt downe to'the very'bottome of 
baſeneſſe, a man famous for hisnoble linage, vertue,and 
literature ; and whoſe merirs haue beene moſt meritori- 
ous in the Common Wealth: Thou mailt hence {1 ſay ) 
learne(friendly Courtier)by this and ſuch like, toendare 
that which thou wilt hardly approue : yer feare and: for- 
beare to cenſure thy Prince, it thou meane notto-deceiue 

thy ſelfe; for (o farre forth as he is pleaſed ro viehis owne 
Princely power and authoritie, Jet his will be thy'rule of 
Juſtice. Neither let.the old or new examples which hap] 
__nedin-Germany, France, and Polonia,purany'other me- 
The Princes tations andconliderations intothy heart. Bur ler this 
will the Cour- Iult and vpright Law ſatisheand content thee ; Principis 
tiersrule,  7ubvoluntes tibi fit firma,rata oy prata. Let the pleaſure of 
thy Prince ſettle, firme, and confirme: thine; Wander not 
fattherthenthis I aduiſe thee, ifthou be wiſe. It may be 
ſomelubril violent and immoderate motion of the mind 
may'diflwade, and perſwade thee otherwile but I fay 
{till, Jerreaſon andexperiencerule thee, and-iudge not 
that to be ralhnetle or diſhoneſtie, which ſeemes to thy 

- Princeright and equitie;For ſurely that Courtier which 
by this meanes ſuffers {hipwracke, in the ſea of the courr; 
{hall, Inzprebe &> inique (as the Proucrbe is ) Neptunum 
accaſare,. Accnſe Neptune oniuſtly. For, as the Mariner 
which once or twice hath ſuffered 'Ship-wracke on the 
Sea,it when he.approcheth necre dangers,he ſtrive notto 
auoid them, wants not opportunitie and fit occaſion, ha- 

uing entred into the Sea againe,to fall into,and daſh him- 
{elfe vpon the ſame miſtortune. After the ſelfe ſame man- 
hs ner, 
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ner, that Courtier which hath ſuffered diuers and ſundry 
liniſter-miſchances, and diſaſterous (lips, inthis ſlippery 
way,and vnconſtant fayour of Princes, hath no caule to 
romilc to himſclte any cerraintie,nor can he in ſuch vio- 
lent and turbulent oucrflowing floods, allure vnto him- 
ſelfeacalme ſea, or a ſure and ſecure ſeate, I meane a 
eaceable and contented minde, 
Furchermore ( kind Courtier) ifthou haſt reſolutely 
reſolued, and determined to vndertake any large pro- 
grefle, courſe,and continuance vnder thy Prince,enforce 
thy {elfe to the vttermoſt of thy power, to expreſle th 19 
promptirudeand induſtrious diligence in thine office or **ompriude. 
calling.- For,as ralh nw and diſobedience,doe 
hurt, hiader, yea, and vtterly breake off Courtly procce- | 
dings ; ſoafſuredly obedience, prompt, and readie preit 
obſeruance and diligence, doe commend, promote, and 
aduance the excellent endeuours of an honeſt Cour- 
tier, 
_. Letthe Courtier alſo which deſires and aſpires to ho- 
nourand preferment by his Prince, haue this care & due | 
conlideration, that as much as ere he may, hebeeuer oc- p25 2c 
cupied &exerciſed in his Princes light, that. he may take Princes 
notice ofhis diligence, yet let this be done very ſeaſona- Preience- 
bly, and.not too importunely : Let him therefore in this 
reſp2& obſerue the moſt ſcalonable times; for viually 
ſuddaineand vnexpectted employments are iminent and 
ingruent to Princes, which they ( forthe molt part) will 
credit, and commit to. their diſpatch and pertormance 
which come next into their preſence. | 
 Letthewiſe Courtier alſo oblerue and note this, that Topreferre 
alwayes he preterre things preſent,and nor perillous, be- jnS* Peet 
fore tuture and tearetiul things,it ſo be that which is yoo things, 
x an 
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and honeſt doe not prohibit the ſame ; for,he which puts 
not a period and iuft limitation to his rouing & rauening 
luſts and deſires, or preferres futurethings, which many 
times proue bitter, and diſtaſtetull, before things preſent, 
greedily gaping after new offices,and imployments;doth 
{eldome or neuer gaine much thereby, bur like eA&ſops 
dog, while they couetouſlly ſnatch at a double donbttull 
commoditie,they moſt commonly looſe their ſingle cer- 
taintie. Wherefore I againeand againe exhort the Cour- 
tier, that he herein be aduiſed, and that he looſe not cer- 
raine, for vncertaine things : forto vic a meaſure in our 
deſires, is a ſpeciall point of wiſedome,and modeſtie,and 
not Spþem pretio emere, to buy our hope at too heauie or 
deereara'e, as Terence his Sannio well and wtily doth 
admonilh vs. 

Let vs alſo know thas much,that although yong Conr- 
tiers be forthe moſt part very rude & foolilhly inſolent, 
yea, in many things much to be reprehended ; yet they 
not being groſlely defiled with any baynous as or 
capitall crimes,are therefore in ſome ſort pardonable,and 
to beexcuſed : For tis good that cuery one ſhould haue 
this in due conſ1deration ; 


Nam witys nemo ſine niſcitur optimus ille eff, 
Lui mintims rgetur. 


Sin, from our Birth hath all our hearts poſſeft, 
He then which hath leaf fin, is bleft and beſt. 


If then in that more licencious life, which for the moſt 
part,Courtiers doeenioy ina Court,there be ouer-much 
and immoderare looſenefle of life and converſation, it is 


berter 
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better (but no fartherthan we may with a good conſci- 
ence) in ſome meaſure wiſely ro excuſe them, than by 
putting oyle and fire together, to diſquiet and trouble 
them with ignominious and bitter ſpeeches. Let vs bee 
_m_ with this rule, through the whole courſe of our 
ite, that we may ( whartin vslyes ) haue Peace with all 
men ; and wage Warre onely with their vices. Now in 
the meane while,cuen thoſe Courtiers which,as much as 
they are able, doe couer and conceale the outward appa- 
rances, and demonſtrariens of their inward conditions, 
and inclinations, doe, notwithſtanding ſoone or late 
breake forth, and diſcouer what is in them : ſo that they 
which with ſo great care and circumſpe&ion,would haue 
cloaked and kept cloſe, what manner of men they were, 


haue{(at length) in one vice or other, bin openly detec- 


ted. Let Courtiers therefore in this regard, looke to 
themſclues, and although they may fondly ſay, and fo 
ſaying deceiue them(elues, That no man ſees or can wit- 
neſſe againſt them, yer let them know and know aſlured- 
ly, that the 4ll-ſceing eye of Gods knowledge doth(as it 
were)through the Looking-glaſſe of Heauen, preſently 
behold and diſcerne whatſocuer the heart of man, mo 
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priuily and priuately conceiueth. Wherefore it can no- weithergreat- 
thing at all profic or availe the Courtier to be great in n<fe norpri- 


grace,and great fauour and authoritie,orto ſecke out the 


uacie of place, 
can hide our 


moſt retired, or ſolitary places that may be, whereby he 6ns from 
may the moreeagerly, and conueniently without diltur- ©24- 


bance or diſcouery, thinke vpon and pur in praftice, the 
high diſpleaſure, difſhmulation, and other priuate moti- 
ons and machiuations ofhis mind : God I ſay, who, as 
the Prophet teſtifies, Sorutatar cords of renes, 1s ſearcher 


both of the beart and reines ſees & tore-{eesall the mott (e- 
I 4 cret 
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cret thoughts and intentions of thy mind. Neither be 

thou of opinion, that the imptous imaginations which 

thou haſt excogitated and ruminated in the depth ofthy 

heart, though in moſt ſecret and obſcureſt places, if a- 

gainſt the expreſle rule of Gods word and truth, can euer 

haue a good end and proſperous conclulton. T hou maiſt 

paraduenture { occalion being offered ) broach them a- 

broad, but either wrath, rage, diſhmulation, or fation, 

and ſuch like, will aſluredly croſle, if nor vtterly con- 

found thee, For, tis as truc as old a ſaying, Lu fourans 

alteri fodit, incidit inillam. Hee whith args a pit for another 

fals into it himſelfe;, So likewiſeafter the ſame manner, he 

that puls downe his Neighbous hedge, is oftentimes by 

decett, as a lurking Serpent, ſorely wounded, if not by 

his venimous and mortiferous ſting, ftung , tothe death: 

ſo I ſay,they which machinart or inuent any treacherous 

deſtruction to their King or prince ( not only becauſe 

they conteſt with one more mighty ) are themſelues c0- 

founded; buteſpecially becauſe God himſelte hath com- 

manded that the Maieſty ofa King , being as it were his 

repreſentation and Yice-Gerept on earth, ſhall be held 

moſt holy and inuiolate ; And that he therefore will ſo 

ſurely, and (euerely, bethe reuenger of ſuch impicties,as 

An qa that ſcarcly any I lay not gratious Kings, buteuen grace- 

ane rye lefle Tirants,ſhall be peraduenture deftroied or ſupplan- 

end bloody ted by them, butthar after the ſame manner, a likere- 

lebulit. yenge ſhalbeeretaliated and paide homeinto their owne 
Boſome. 

T hinke vpon this then, you Courtly Polititians,ambi- 
tious Swalh-bucklers , and Blood ſucking Traitours, 
which thinke to ſhroud and ſhelter your ſelues, vnder 
the moſt holy & immaculate nameot Jeſs. tis not your 

Weg. 
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ſolitary, or retyred places,tis not your couzenage and e- 
quiuocation, tis not ( I ſay ) the authority of your greac 
High- Prieſt, orthe dignity of a Cardinall, no nor the fai- 
ned and falſe Yi7arde of your Catholike, Apoſtolike , Ro- 
miſb Religion, that can make ſuch euil] to bee good, Tis 
better, yea I ſay tis farre better , if perchance thou be ex- 
pelled from the preſence of thy Prince or remoued from 
thy due dignities and preferments ; not onely to couer Nottore- 
and difſemble thine inturies and greiuances, buteuen To 
patiently, and with a contented mind to ſuſtaineanden- OO *® 
dure the. Neither ſhould any wiſe or vnderſtading man 
Z noranythathaththe feareof God before his cies, thinke 
! * thathemayiuſtlyreuengehis owne wrong, and citherin 
word or deede intende or attempt any thing,that may re- 
dound to the preiudice of his Prince. 

Furthermore thou ( kind Courtier) which art a man, Nor to be ru- 
and borneto bee of a manly ſpirit and diſpoſition, ſuffer ©? 9? 
notthy ſelte to be ouer rulde by women , eſpecially ſim- 
pleand ignorant women; for, nothing almoſt can beto 
any man more wretched and {lauiſh, then to abaſe and 
indignifie himſelte ſo far, as to obay the rigid rigorous & 
many times vnuſt command, of imperious and impetu- 
ous women : whereby indeede he doth no better than 
apparently ſeeme tonegleR, reie&, and refuſe, that Ho- 
norable prerogatiue wherewith God hisall bleſſed Crea- 
tor,had trom the beginning honoured him. 

Now come weto lay downe ſome few dire&tions and 
inftrutions,how the Courtier may carry himlſelfe in the 
change and alteration of a King or kingdome. As in all 
other things, ſo likewiſe in this, a meane i the beſt. ,,,.. ......, 
Wherefore anew Prince being inaugurated and inueſt- kim{!f- i the 
ed into his Crowne & kingdome, hew not thy ſelte oy ah fe 
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ſad and ſorrewſull , nor too glad pleaſant and ioyfull; 
what then? heare,and make vic. Let thy countenance be 
modeſt and grave , and when thou maiſt without harme 
to thy creditand reputation, temperthy ioyes with ſome 
teares of forrow,and ſoberly and diſcreetely intermingle 
ſome lighes and lamentation with thy preſent obſequi- 
ous obſeruances. 


Whenthe Courtier perceines that his Prince in his be-. 


nigne, bountifull,and liberall diſpoſttion,is forward and 
ready to conferre and beftow vpon him, any honeſt and 
Princely proter or preſent payofready mony ; let him 
vſe no delayes but with all edlerity and expedition, ket 
him( yet with an honeſt minde and carriage )receiue and 
of it ; for, afſuredly ts farre better to have in pre- 
ſent poſſcſhon, than to. bope with long expeRation, 
and once zewe, tewe, is better than an hundred times Cape, 
Cape. 
Ae Courticr endcanouring to compaſle a courtly 
life and being promoted therevnto , muſt giue aut and 
report abroad that he did not ſomuch wu the ſame by 
his owne proffered Seruice, but rather that, that his office 
or _ of preferment, was conferred and i 
on him, by the eſpectall and free eletian 
his Prince. for, thuu being by this meancs,admittedand 
placed therein mayſt deale with thy moſt intimate frends 
as touching thy Prince, or hus ATR 6g Tan 
ploiments , alwares direingthy words to fuch a ſence 
asthat they may not malicivutly be wrung and wrefted 
to the wort ; if thou bee nar caretull herein, tis kkely 
thar one (ubtill Fes ar ather, will circumuent and in» 
ye & haſty Ziax, and thereby thalrthou greiue 
thy fclte, and make others {corne and (coſte at thee. _ 
e 


_ 
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the Wiſedome of Epichermw therefore, I wiſh thee, be 

thy Wiſedome, eſpecially in Princes Palaces, Null; fide- 

re, Totruſt no man. For it cannot be Wiſedome or diſcre- 

tion in any man to pur confidence in Courtiers rewards, 

gifts, and faire promiſes : becauſe indeed many of them 

wil ſceme cuento load thoſe men with rich gifts and pre- 

ſents, onely out of meere pride of mind and vaine glori- 

ous oſtentation,to whom notwithſtanding they beare in- 

tefhine hatred and rancorous diſpleaſure. And what 

1 then ? Why cuen thoſe will counterfeit and diſlemble, 

 thattheyrcioyce atthy proſperitie and well-fare, where- 
as indeed they enuie the ſame, and doe inwardly grieue, 
when they ſeeme outwardly to ſmile. Neither are theſe 
the trickes of Courriers onely, but euen of the whole 
world, which indeed makes thoſe that detire and looke 
for that better life in heauen, to deſfpife and hate this here 
onearth. And who indeed that hath any ſparke of grace, 
or is pofleſſed with any contempt of the vanitie and villa- 
ny of this preſent life, is not alhamed to thinke, thar he 
ean gather Figs from Thiſtles, Grapes from TI hornes,or 
pure Wheat our of drofſe and Darnell. 

| BurlT proceede, and here admonilh the Courtier, that 
he beware of thoſe dignities and preferments, which by 
reaſon of too eager delire, to bring his friends alſo into 
ofhceand promotion, area great hindrance to the better 

rmance of his owne proper, and peculiar affayres. 
ficence is indeed a noble vertue, whereby weaccor- Ot Benck- 

ding to our power, doeaffit,and do good to thoſe which © 
are worthy the ſame. To our power, I ſay, becaulc ir is 
not fit I ſhould water another mans ground, mine owne 

being dry and thirftie ; for, perfeR Charitie beginnes at 

* Home. Letvsthereforebe very wary and caretull, chat 

} K 2 our 
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or good Deedes ill plac't proue but bad Deedes, which 
certainly then comes to paſle, when wee immoderately 
and vnlawfully ſeeke the good of others,and bring there- 
by much harme to vs _ ours. Wherefore let the Cour- 
tier, yea, euery one take heed, that when he ſtifly intends 
to doe a pleaſure to his friend, he doe not as great, or a 
oreater diſpleaſure to himſe]te, and thoſe which apper- 
taine vnto him. But ifthou haue a deſire to enlarge thine 
owneeſtate, be moſt ſedulous therein, eſpecially when 
thou ſhalt perceive thine enemies or emulators, eyther 
drowlſey or lazily diſpoſed to floath and idlenetle,or fol- 
lowing their owne Juſts and pleaſure,or bulily exerciſed, 
about royes, trifles, and vaine ſports, thenis a fit occal1- 
on offred thee, which to neglett, and not to lay faſt hold 
on,were exceeding great folly and imprudence ; yea,and 


then alſo not to confront and oppoſe thoſe thine aduer- - 


faries, but tothe preiudice of thy ſelfe or others, were an 
apparant token of grofle and egregious negligence, and 
inexcuſable careleſneſle. They which tread this path,they 
I fay which follow this Counſel, ſhall not/T am conh- 
dently perſwaded)haue need of any vngodly and indi- 
re& meanes or projets, to ſollicite and ſuggeſt their 
Prince, that he would incite, induce, and winne thoſe 
their enemies whom (by no other deuiſe or meanes the 
could re(iſt or remoue) to marry their kindred and Al- 
lies, that by ſuch vnequall and ſubtill {lights and ſhifts of 
afhnitie, they may ruinate and onerthrow them. 


whor the When the diſcreet Courtier ſhall percejue, thathebath 
Countiermuſt jncon{ideratly and vnaduiſedly diſpleaſed his Prince, let 
+» <urqm him without all delay, by all the beſt meanes hee can,ſtu- 


con6derarely die and endeuour to mitigate and aflwage his wrath' and 


(iplcſedtis indignation, For,alſuredly diſpleaſure and iniuries done 


Prience, 


co 
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to Princes, doe take a farre deeper imoreſhon in their 
hearts, then one would thinke they could : if therefore 
in the mearie ſealon, thou doe not expiate & pacihe thejr 
conceiued anger, they'le tind a time moſt Jamentab)y, to 
lay open thy tinall and fatall contuſion. 

Againe,it by negligence or imprudence thou haſte pro- 
uoked thy Prince to diſpleaſure again(t thee,endeuour an 
atonement, and a reconcilement into his grace, and fa- 
uour againe, ether by price or petition ; make ſuch Per- 
ſonages thy friends, who thou knoweſt(either for their 
place or perſon)can doe much with him.Such are forthe 
molt part his Allies, his Wite, Mother, Siſter, Daughter, 
andſuch like, all theſe and each of theſe as much as may 
be, letthe wiſe Courtier, by his honeſtlife, manners, and 
meritorious demeanours, make to be obliged and linked 
in loue vnto him, whereby the Courtier may ſafely ſayle 
through the dangers both of Scylla and Charybdss, or any 
other courtly ſtormes,or tempeſts whatſocuer;but(atter 
this)if he perceiue that for the redintegrate fauour and 
friend{hip of his Prince, he be proſecuted with enuie and 
malice, ler him then againe take heed of his emulatours 
or enemies: for the continuance ofa new reconcilement, 
into the grace andfauourotthy Prince, will againe moſt 
ealily and moſt vehernently, exaſperate theirhatred and 
deſpighttowards thee. 
 Moreouer, (inceit is the order andobſeruation of Hi 
ſtoriographie,: that we therein eſpecially ſer forth, and 
commend thetrurh of things, doethou alſo good Cour- 
tier, ifthou wiltbe truly politike, follow loue & embrace 
the ſame. Doth the con{ideration ofthe times perſwade 
thee otherwiſe, and invite and incite thee to fabulous and 


fained matters, then forbeare to write Hyſtories, for tis 
K 3 farre 
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farre better todeſiſt from ſuch a labour, than with ſham- 
full imprudence or impudence, eyther by flattery or for- 
gery,to blemiſh and wrong the reputation of thy name 
and credit. And indeed it is very conducible to the good 
of = Common Wealth,not to commit any thing to the 

of poſterity,but what we hane euen rience 
i folk ſoand] _ alluredly found airhfall and true. 
He which doth otherwiſe, that is, which doth not place 
the lJoue of Truth before his eyes, reſpeAleſle either of 
good will or hatred. Fummm quidem, ad tempus venaet, 
ſed tandem fumo peribit. May indeed ſell ſmoake for 4 time, 
bat at laft (hall perifh himſelfe like (moake. 

Rude and ignorant are thoſe Courtiers, which con- 
demne and diſprayſe, the ſtudie of eloquence, and other 
moſt excellent Arts and Sciences : this doubtleſle is moſt 
true, that there haue beene in all ages,politicall Courtiers 
moſtilluſtrious and famous, for their learning and elo- 
quence;fuchidle drones therefore are not by any meanes 
to beheard, much lefle credited, no nor the baſe and ig- 
noble opinions ofthe Common people,who diſallow of 
and much difcommend mens excellent parts,nobleneſle 
and renowne, whoſe originall being deriued from a moſt 
honeſt & honourable foundation , hath ſpread abroad 
many admirable effe&s, tothe health and proſperitie of 
all mortall men. Thisis it (good Courtier) to wit, Lears 
ning and Diſcipline, which comforts the comtfortleſle, 
makes the featefull, fearelefle, which bridles and pacih- 
eth the Seditious;& makes rude ruftickes & vnciuill peo» 
nm—emn gentle and courteous. Theſe and ſuch like no+ 

te fruits andeffets of _ and eloquence, if Cour- 


tiers would wifely examine and conſider,they could not 
choofe, but viredy dereſt and caſtaway ſo hard & harſh 
an 
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a2 opinion of ſoexcellent things, and would freely and 
ingenuoully confelle and acknowledge, the excellent & 


wonderfull eficacy of Rhetoricall Eloquence. 
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Commotiens 


Now as touching the vehement concitation of the among the 
multitude or common as 7 ; this wee muſt hold and <ommen peo- 


beleeue fortruth, that they'le ſpare no man, though nerc 


ple how to be 
appealed and 


ſo noble or eminent 2 Courtier, and which alſo is noe {cl- by whom. 


dome, they are incenſed and inflamed with fury, cuen a- 
gainft magiſtrates and men of eſpeciall place and authe- 
rity; wherefore let him which is wife, giue way to fury & 
an vnciuill multitude. But to the appealing hereofand 
pacihcation of tumults and outrages, thoſe courtiers are 
moſt fit, who for their excellent partsand Arts, are moft 
afketed and reuerenced, by the vulgar fort , who indeed 
fince in the Court they are rare and ſeldome ſeeme , are 
therefore, with ſo. much the more care and diligence to 
be eleged and made choice of. Burt inthe interim the 
ſpeedieſt meanesto ſuppreſſe a ſedition , is , tbatthe 
Courtier with all expedition, cut off the heads of Com- 
motons,and not by procraftination or too long delayes, 
to permit them to a.greater and mor rous head & 
augmentation. And in ſuch a cafelert the wife Courtier 
(hew himGelfe very guill and couneous of behauiour, 
far queſtiolefle thou cankt nor(by any meanes) more al- 
ſuredly or ſpeedily winne, the harts and affections af the 
common peoplethan by gentlenetie., and ſweetehuma- 
nity, wherefore letall ws, all Ruſticalt or rude chwr- 
liſhneſſe bee farre from him, yea letall pecuith and tefty 
trawardnefle be banilht, whereby a man doth moſt bit- 
rely and gricuouſly contradia others, and viter many 
things with vnſeemely wrath and indignation. Lethim 
callto mind the counſelt of Selunon , P aticntia Lenietur 
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Princeps 0 Lingua mwollis ronfringet duritiam. By patience 
will a Prince be patified, and a ſoft anſwere puts away ftriſe. 
That alſo of P: Mims is very pertinent to this place, 
Pars benefech eit, quodpetitur, ſu belle neges. 1f a thing de- 
manded be dnieq with courteſie c gentle bchauioar jt comes 
very neere t8 ag00d turn, W heretore let che Courtier(by 
all meanesN(o accuſtome himſelfe to a ciuill, courteous, 
and moſt gentle demeanour, that it may ſeeme habitual 
icnhim. © 1 
Lethimalſo here remember, that he put far from him 
all womaniſh altercation, or chiding : for, many times it 
tals out, that womens quarrels and contentions, doe {et 
both their huſbands & neighbours together by the eares: 
therefore I ſay, let him beware thereot ; and 1n any caſe 
let himrake heed, that he {ecme not to ſtrip himſelte (as 
it were)and to dofte or put oft a manly courage and con- 
dition; by wrangling about effeminate, triuiall, and idle 
occaſions. 2: G2: 
And although as oftentimes it fals out, many Cour- 


bumanitie. Kiers being deſcended of honourable parentage, haue as it 


wereby inheritance, high and haughrtie Spirits, yer for all 
this; leetheminclme to a more humble, courteous , and 
noble diſpoſition, than to be ſo bulily intermedling in 
litigious and womaniſh chidings and brawlings, where- 
fore let euery wiſe Courtier ſhun and auoid all kinde of 
ſtrife and contention whatſocuer, as alſo all priuate, and 
inteſtine diſlention of Subie&s . one - againſt another: 
which afluredly doth moſt commonly bring no ſmall 
damage & detriment, not onely to the aduerfaries them- 
ſelues, but euen to the common Wealth. Lerthentheſe 
three bonds or chaines { euen when greateſt diſturbance 
and diſcordis raiſed ) bridle, deterre, and terrifie euery 
A __ Courtier 
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Courtier, yea, any whomſoeuer from doing euill, name- 

, Religion, Shame,and Puniſhment, For,in good foorh 

am of opinion,that the Courtier,or Gallant whoſozuer 
he be, doth no better than groflely abuſe & vtrerly caſt 
away himſclfe, who by this threefold cord will not be re- 
ſtrained from doing ill, nor conſtrained to true obedi- 
ence,and due performance of that duty which may iuſtly 
becxatcd from him. 
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In Courtalſo he whoſe words and deeds doe not 4- To be faith- 
gree, is not to be truſted, no though he ſweare and pro- full in pro- 


teſt nere ſo deepely ; bura wile and religious man will al- 
wayes beas goodas his word. And let the wiſe and vn- 
derſtanding Courtier, againe and againe con{ider this, 
thar it isa moſt ſhameful, yea, in many reſpets a moſt 
abhominable thing,which alſo Sa/zft laments in the men 
of his dayes, Alimd clauſum in pectore, aliud promptum is 
lingua babere (56. To baue one thing batecht inthe heart, ane- 
ther thing coyn'd pon the tongue, nst to eſtimate and walae 
Amitic and Emmitie, according to their true propertie, bus 
according to commoaitie ; and rather ta carry about with s.4 
faive face than a faithfull heart. O but doe thou ( kinde 
Courier) feare and forbeare theſe things, and deſire ra- 
ther to be than to ſeemero be. 


Be carefull alſo herein, namely, that thou be faithfull To be faick 


to others, if thou wile find others faichfull to thee, for * 


that man in my judgement, vniultly, yea, tond and falfly 
complaines heis decciued, who himſelte did firſt deceiue 
others. As for example, There are vnhoneſt minded 
Courrters,who peraduencure,delireto diſplace their ene- 
mie;and that, no doubr many rimes, vnder a colour of 
higher and greater preferment, wil! ſceme ro prayſe him 
for his learning, a ae and verrue, that — 

chere 
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there may be committed vnto him,ſome greater and hea- 
uter charge and office, than formerly he had, where his 


empl6yments and affayres are much more dangerous, 


troubl:ſome, & intricate than before. Now whatifthox 
in like manner (that thou maiſt vntie one knot by ano- 
ther) ſhould(t as ſubtilly circumuent and enſnare ſuch a 
like aduerſarie, with as craftie and (lie ſtratagems as his 
owne, and ſo thouldſt retaliate and repay his deceit with 
deceit, craft with craft? What if againſt an inſnaring and 
diſſembling enemy,thou make {imulationthy ſafe ſhield 
to protett thy ſelfe,and deie&t him?What ifinCreet thou 
play the Cretian? Yet vnderſtand me not amifle ( kinde 
Courtier) I lay thee not downe rules. to.decetueand cou 
zen;God forbid, ſhould ;butcuen as Phyſicians by poy- 
ſons, doe wiſely expell poyſon, not to hurt but to heale 
the {icke and diſeaſed. Pacn ſo when I here obie& vnto 
> thee ſmalland innocent wiles & (ubtilties, I intend them 
not, forthe enſnaring or abuſing of other men, but as 
an opportune couerture, and prote&tion of thine ownee- 
ſtate and Fortune. And finally, I onely vrg'd it to this 
end, that if 6ccalion were offered, thou mightſt repay 
craft with craft, and 'recompence the malignant ſubriltie 
of thine enemie, with Serpentinefallacy.' - - .- 5: 1 
"© Furthermore, astouching matters of great moment, 
Whats hich we cannotaptly and exquiſitely vnfold, or lay o- 
tull matters pento our Prince, we muſt demonſtrate and declareto 


 * ofmoment. him thoſe things, wherein cuſtome and much vſthath 


made him moſt familiar,& beſt acquainted; make choice 
therfore:with all care and curious ele&ion of ſuch a one, 
who 1s faithfull to thee, whom thou knoweſt well, and 
doſt aflurethy ſelte is free from flattery. For, aſluredly 
as the ordination & inſtitutionof a. Courtiers life is moſt 

auncient, 
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auncient, ſo is flatrery an inuererate and venimous euill, 
both to the Court and Common-wealth, yea, this euill 
(it we will belecue C#rtizs ) is perpetuall, it doth oftner 
more priuate harme, tothe well-fare of a Prince, than a 
war-like open enemie can doe. Truly tis a thing very 
much-to be lamented, that ſo many worthy men, ſo ho- 
nourably borne, ſo aboundant in all wealth and proſpe- 
ritie thata Court or King can aftord, ſhould notwith- 
= Aftandingallthis, vtterly baniſh from them amiable Vert- 
| tie, and molt freely giue entertainment to fallhood and | 
! Alttery. For, certainely to ſpeakethe truth with Ariſtotle Of flattery. 
the chiefeſt and moſt ſage of all the Philoſophers, in his 
fourth Booke of bis Ethicks, Nu/quamplares qui familiar 
ſermone,et conuittu blanas, gratiams Principum aucupantur 
quam in aulis.Neuer were - moe knowne,which with 
familiar ſpeech, and ſmooth behauiour, did ſo hunt after 
the grace and fauour of Princes, as in Kings Courts. 
There, whoſocuer followes the Court, doth vſually ap- 

roue, and prayſe all thingsat their owne pleaſure, thin- 
rn and judging that it is not fit they ſhould trou- 
ble or moleſt thoſe whom they alwayes flock about,and 
” aredailyfedattheir Trenchers. Hence I colle&,and not 
} withoutiuſtcauſe conclude, that flatterers like impious 
” Impoſtaresare moſt worthy of hatted, for whiles this 
” moſtpeſtiferouskind of creatures doe thus carrie them- Flattery hin- 
* Aſelues, all lincereoffices of faithfull friendſhip are vtterly 9crs the oth- 


ces of ſincere 


forſaken, whoſe ſpeciall property amongſt many others, £;.,qgip. 
is to admonitſh, and be admoniſhed, to doe the one free- 
ly without bitterneſle, and to indure the other paciently, 
without reſiſtance, which friendly offices whiles they be 
thus entertained, they are ſincerely and faithfully done, 

and friends hereby doe not calily runne headlong in * 

| | L 3 an 
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and wickedneſle but are contrariwiſe (weetely and ſea- 
ſonably reduced and preſerued from groſe inormities. 
Examples | know more clearely, illuſtrate and confirme 
the truth ; tell me therefore I pray thee ( kind Courrier) 
Whar made Nero fo cruell 4 was ſo gratiouſly edu- 


cated? Flattery; thar is, that moſt filthy and (lauiſh ſinne F 
whereby for his bellyes, pallats and Zucres ſake heasit 
were ſould himſelfe ro the perpetrating and commiting 
ofany, moſt atrocious, and inhumane impiety whatſoe- 
Other efſe&s wer. what made Ceſar rebell , againit his owne natiue 
ef Flaccry. Country ? Flattery : Vhat made Rehoboam 4 Tyrant. | 
Flatrery;what needs many words: Is it not extant in hi- |! 
ſories that Dromifixe his flatterers did call his cruelty,iuſ@ | 
tice, and _— did not the flatterers of 4//uerws as 
is ſpecified in theſacred Scriptures;cry outand ſay. 1n// 
eft Rezis indignatio , the wrath of the King is upright and 
znft 


But peraduenture thou wilt obie& and ſay, a Courticr 
muſt haue a cloake againſt euery winde that blowerh:In- 
deede I heare it, and it griuesme that I heareit, yet I can | 
hardly, andin truth very bardly, denie and gainſay it. | 
For Courtierrs had neede to apply and confirme them- Þ|* 
ſelues, to all occaſions , and to the conditions of them 
with whomethey liue; to bee ſubrill and.craftie both in 
their. Gentzsand diſpolition, and more mutable and vari- 
able than Protews himſelfe. But heere I muſtintreate the 
reader that he would not entertaine ſuch a thought of 
me, 25that,what is now to this purpoſe ſaid or written is 
out of any enuie;peraduenture I haue writ ſomwhat too 
freely, (which if ſo) yettruly tis free from all malignant 
bitterneſſe. And indeede if wee" will conſider onething | 
with another , who is hee that knowes not that there ” ; 

thole | 
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thoſe in a Court,who at the firſt ſight doe ſeeme to haxe 
in them much grauity, liceracure, and ({ingular humanity, 
and yet forall this being deepely din'd into,and narrow- 
ly obſerued are knowne vnder theſe beautifull, and ſpe- 
tious outlides and vales of vertue, to couer and keepe (e- 
cret the deadly poyſon of flattery? And with good rea- 
ſon, for the Court is the flatterers ſtage or Theatre where- 
in hee ſtill doth praQile, roadapt and fic himſelte to all 
afſayesexcelling Polyps farre, yea and the Cameleon in 
change of coullours & mutability of conditions. Peren- 
ni endeauouring to enlargeandamplifie his porap and 
power,brought Commodus the Emperor to his vtter ouer- 
throw,yea many other , haue by this hellilh inchancing 
poylon, of flatrery infatuated and finally ruinated many 
mighty monarches,potent and powerfull Conquerors of 
kingdomes and nations. Bur that I may briefely concract 
all ina word, that, of Gnatho , hath eſpeciall re{idence ar 
Court : 2uicquid dicunt laudo;3d rurſum fi negant Jaudoid 


TI 


Theperie& 


piQure of a 


quog. : Negat quis negs; ait, aio : Poſtremo ta comparani e- flacccer. 


gomet mihi, ona aſſ entari, is quetus nunc et multo vber- 


rims. that is, Whatſoeaer they ſay 1 praiſe it if againe they 
deny it, 1 praiſe that alſo; does any one deny 4 thine , ſo doe 1; 
does he affirme 4 thing , 1 doethe like , to bee briefe, 1 can (0 
carry my ſclfe as to flatter all, and why? 0 this is now 4 dajes 
the moſt thrifty kinde of life. 

This is affuredly the true picture ofa Courtly life and 


Codino his is the moſtbeauritull behauiour of many, if 


not molt Courtiers,whereby without all controuerite or 
Contradiction wee may take vp that of 0uzg. 


{emer adulantum media procedie a Aula. 
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The TruthleſSe Troopes of flatterers proceed , 
From Courts of Kings, and there they breede and feede, 


All this not withſtanding, bee thou ( kinde Courtier) 


/ which intendeft to leadethis lite, a louer of honeſty , jul- 


tice, & integrity, we deny not,but that flattery may haue 
his harucſt( & tor a time )may reape his commodities in 
the Court. But this againe I ſay with a moſt conſtant & 
immoucable perſwalion and aflurance,that the commo= 
dities, acquired and obtained by flattery, are alwaies,for 
the preſent, moſt odious and oppolite,to true credit and 
reputation, and will vndoubtedly in procelſle of time, 
bring deſerued diſcredit and defamation. Let all Cour- 
tiers therefore eſchew this Scylla, and Charibdis ; which 
{urely all thatare wiſe and intelligent will doe , conſide- 
ring that; Nihill ſimmlatum Diuturnum , No counterfeite 
thing can long continue. 


Fſolence and Let that Courtier take great heed to himſelfe,who pre- 
Arrogance ſently hopes to haue honoures heap't vpon him , for his 


arrogant and vaine glorious pride and preſumptuous in- 
ſolence,yea rather let him carry & behaue himſelfe more 
ſubmiſſe more lowly, for hence ſhall acrew and ariſe vn- 
to him a twofould benefit and Commodity, firſt he ſhall 
be ſure thereby to continue the reſpe& and fauour of 
him from whome his hope of preferment is deriued, ſe- 


condly he ſhall by this meanes be free , from that com- 


mon peſtilence ( I meane Enuie ) wherewith the Court 
of Kings are eucrinfeted. 

Moreouer, let the Courtier be mindfull hereof that all 
wordly dignity and honour is moſt fraile and tranhtory, 
eſpecially in courts, Let thatalſo be had in frequent and 


ſerious conlideratio, which Cicers left not only to Cour- 
tior's 


te od 
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tiers, but to vs all, Luants ſum: ſuperieres, tants ſabmiſ- 


fines nos geramw: ; by how much the more eminent we axe, (0 
much the more lowly and courteouſly we ſhould carrie our 
ſelues. Let therefore I ſay, proud oſtentation and inſo- 
lent arrogancie,be farre and finally expell'd and banithed 
from every Courtier. And let him nor, attributing and 
alcribing too much to himſelte,ouerconfidently, bur ra- 
ther anxiouſly and doubtfully, attempt the higheſt 


. things. 


19 


And when the Courtier hath by his Princes bountie Gratitude or 


and liberalitie, obtained any benefit or commodirie, ler *2n*iunelle.- 


him ( ſetting apart all proud oftentation, and vaine glori- 
ous (elfeflation)make knowne, andrtell abroad by whoſe 
bountieand benignitie he receiued the ſame, and he muſt 
by all meanesendeuour to retribute all condigne thank- 
fulneſſe to him alone forthe ſame. For it were very vniutt 
& vnindifferent for any man to ſeeme to haue archieued, 
and deriued that, though nere (o lirtle, from another, 
which hath onely flowed from the founraine of his Prin- 
ces fauour. 


Now furthermore, as touching money, he that knowes ofmoney & 
not how to vica meaſure in the hauing & crauing there- couctouineſſe 


of, ler ſuch a Courrier be expelled the Court, as hauing 
vnclzane hands, and a corrupted hearr. For, can there be 
any preſent good hap, or furure good hope in a greedie 
cquetaus man ? He as Salut ſayth, neuer endeuours to 
tread the paths oftruch and equitie, becaule as he is alro- 

2ther vnturniſht of all good Sciences, and honeſtie : {o 
1Sherorally filled and fraught with cratt and meere kna- 
uery. Auarice is expertin the trade and ftudie of zngring 
money; which no wife man will immodeitly delice or 


ſcekeafter, and with greatreaſon, for, this, as being :m- 
L 4 brued 


thereot, 


go The (ourt of King Famer. 
bruedand wholly infe&ed with deadly poyſons , doth 
make both the foule and bodice. ofman moſt degenerous, 
foule, and effeminate, tis alwayes infinite and inſatiable, 
tis neuer abared by plentie, or pouertie. Worthy Salsff, 
thou ſayſt moſt truly and wiſely indeed. For, doubtleſle 
as gold is try'd by the Toxch ſtone, lo is man try'd by gold. 
What then,canſt thou expe& from a Courtier dedicated 
and vtterly addi&ted to an infatiable and greedic gapin 
after gold, and filthie gaine? In whomſocuer this Nets, 
be ſure to find theſe alſo,to wit,hard heartednefle,a trou- 
bled mind, violence, crafr, and knauery, trecherie, de- 
ceit, rapine,diſloyaltie 3 And what if we hereunto adde, 
with that excellent Oratour, Tar ſaniZum eſſe nibil wel 
ſolenne,qued non auaritia vielare ſolet ct comminuere. That 
there is nothing ſo ſacred, ſoucraigne, or ſolemne, which aua- 
rice doth not 1olate and extenuate. I deny nor, but that it 
15 honeſtie and diſcreet prouidence, for any man to pro= 
uide, and furniſh himſelfe with all vſefull neceſſaries for 
him and his; but haue we not ſeene and knowne, that 
theſe haue bzene by many Courtiers got and gained witch 
a foule, ſpotted, and ſtained conſcience : by ſuch I ſay, 
who neuer had learned wiſely to limit the vnlimmitred 
bounds of inſatiable couerice. Wherefore be moſt aſlu- 
redly perſwaded hereof ( kind Courtier ) rhat ifthou 
multiplie thy Riches, and amplifie thy Fortunes by the 
ruines and wrongs of other men, thou wiltnot ſpare nor 
feareto be iniuricus to thy Countrey,Prince, and neereſt 
or deereſt friends. | 
And though Kings and Princes (the eſtate and condi- 
tion of things ſo requiring ) are moſt liberall and bounti» 
full to this or that man, paying vnto them, and confer» 


ring vpon them moſt large ſtipends, and rich reycnues; 
| | yet 
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yet be not thou [ good Courtier) ſoauaritiouſly minded 
as to delireand indeuour to wreſt, and violently (as it 
were) to extort from thy Prince his wealth and treaſure, 
whither he giue or denie what thou delireſt: heare and 
make vſe of this counſell and wholeſome admonition, - 
which that I may more perſpicuouſly and euidently illu- 
ſtrate,take by the way this [hort example: I ſuppole that 
no man is ignorant, that euen at Feaſts, and moſt ſump- 
tuous Banquets, there is alwaycs ſome one or other 
which is not ſo reſpeQiuely entertained as the reſt : ſo is 
itin Courts,whetin ſome haue what they hope for;other- 
ſome leape ſhort of that they long and looke for. Let 
Courtiers confider this, not the new vpſtarts, or thoſe 
which were lately initiated into the Court, but which 
haue ſpent and beſtowed the greateſt part of their Agein 
this kind of life, and then I doubt nor but they will inge- 
nuouſly and freely confeſle, that what we haue herein 
faid, is moſt infallibly faithfull and true. 

Let the Courtieralſo indefatigably firiue and ende- To beinda- 
uour; that he may not ſeeme to his Prince idle, lazie, or _ _ 
too remiſſe and negligent in the ſpeedie diſpatch of buli- 
neſſes and employments:for ſuch a ſeruant certainly will 
he not vouchſafe (and that deſeruedly ) ſo much as to 
looke vpon, holding him no better than a troubleſome 
burthen, or an vnprofitable drone, and as not worthie to 
live amongſt induſtrious, laborious Bees, wherefore let 
the Courtier be carefull to expreſle .himſelfe profitable, 
 diligeent, and euer readie preſt to performe whathe is 
 commaunded, let him I ſay ſhew himſelfe a labourious 
| Bee, notan idle drone, fleepie dormouſe, or pernicious 
{ walſpe, in his Princes Palace. 

Now I make no queſtion, but that Courtiers are ( and 
M indeed 
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indeed with ſpeciall good reaſon, as my appertaining 
to them) very inquilitiue, and delirous to know by what 
meanes they may beſt acquire and attaine vnto Courtly 
wiſedome and policie; I therefore thus anſwere both the 
Courtier and Politician, namely, that the knowledge of 
them both,is thus eſpecially obtained, by much reading, 


* frequent employments,long experience,procelle oftime 


trauaile into forraine Countries wiſely diſpoſed, diligent 
obſeruation ofthe liues and conditions of men ; and fi- 
nally, by wiſe contemplation of Kingdomes,Courts,and 
Common-wealths. Now whoſocuer is gracioully and 
egregioully furniſhed with theſe;ſhall not onely,in hope, 
be profitable to himſelfe; but alſo in deed moſt accepta- 
ble to his Prince : And whatſocuer Courtier {hall haue 
purchaſed this prudence to himſelfe, ſhall aſſuredly find 
himſelfe intentiuely and readily prepared for all occalt- 
ons offered. And indeed, to & the truth, without fit 
opportunitie,cuen vertue,or whatſoeuer excellencie may 
conlift in any Courtter, yea, in any man whatere he be, 
doth pine, lanquiſh, and lie dead in him. 
Moreouer, ler the Courtier indeuour by all poſſible 
meanes,that by ſome honeſt office or other, he ſhew him- 
ſelte, louingly reſpeRiue of all Princes, ſo that they be 
not his enemies, whom he is moſt neerely and wie” 4 y 
obliged vnto, otherwiſe he will be contemptible and 
hatetull vnto chem. And it he cannot performe offices 
of obſeruance toall;yet at the leaſt let him not contemne 
or diſdaine them, and lethim wiſely auoid, and tree him- 
ſelfe from the ſuſpicion thereof, forin ſuch and ſo mani- 
fold changes and chances of humaine affayres, he which 
to day was great and mighty,may ſuddenly linke down, 
anda meere ſtranger ſucceed him. Let Courtiers there- 
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fore mg and well conſider in minde, that cuen the 
ſhorteſt houre of mans life, can alternate, change, and o- 


uerturne the loweſt and higheſt things toplie turuey. 
Truly I catinot ſufficiently incite and ſtimulate Cour- 


$3 


Obſcquious 


tiers, to the exquiſite and readie performance of due and phantactle. 


true pliantneſle, and humble feruice for this is, as I ma 
{> call ir, the bait and birdlime, whereby he endeatend] 
Sn and procureth to himſelfe, the fauour and 
aftetion of all men, and once gained firmely,keepes and 
conſernes the ſame. To this purpoſe, that noble Hiſto- 
_ rian Tacitwlayth truly, Luanto qui/q, promptior obſequis, 
tanto citins honoribus (or opibus extolletur. By how much the 
wore readie a man is in obſequionſneſſe, by ſo much the ſooner 
fall he be raiſed to Dignitie and Noblenee, Excellently 
allo ſaith Auſtine, uid iniquins, quam velle fibs obtempe- 
rarid winoribus, or nolle obtemiperare maioribus ? What can 
be more onreaſonable, than for a man to defire to be reueren- 
ced and obeyed of his inferiours, and yet himſelfe to neglet? 
and diſobey his ſuperiours ? Therefore letthe Courtier,like 
a Souldier, readie at an inftant, togiuethe on-ſet to Bat- 
taile,be moſt prompt and readily prepared to put in ſpee- 
dic execution whatſocuer things are giueu him in charge, 
buteuer with this law condition and conſideration, that 
what heis commanded, be not diſhone, or illegitimate, 
for ſuch vndiſcreer facilitie is vnſufferable, and moſt cul- 
pable, both in Courtiers, and all other men whatſoe- 


yer. 


Furthermore the Courrlie Polititian muſt preferre the A publike 


Publike proſperity ofthe common wealth,before all hi 
owne priuate commodities, affe&ions or iniuries what- 
ere they be, yea and muſtin this reſpe& no other wile e- 


ftimate his priuate affaires, then he would a nut ſhell 
M 2 or 
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ot afmall locke of woll. And to this purpoſe let him 
heere take (by the way ) that verſe moſt auntient and 


true. 
Publica priuatis anteferenda bonis. 


4 Publike good, muſt enermore take place, 
Before a priuate or Peculiar caſe. 


Now he which is poſſeſ with ſo honeſt an-inclination, 
may hence learne to brooke and beare with many mo- 
teſtations and griping grieuances , vntill hee happily a- 
riue at the hauen ofhis hope , and haue hit the marke he 
aimed at, namely , vntill he patiently and peaceably, aſ- 
cend the right and dire& ſteps , vnto honour and delt- 
red dignities. . on 
But let him eſpecially, in all his ations and attempts, 
mo mw checke and eres. 4 en fire of fury and heat of his hotaf. 
Chollericke, feftions, for it is farre more fitand' conuenient, to doe 
what wee intend, when the chollericke heat of the mind 
is cold or quenched, then in the hot ſpurd heate thereof. 
Wherefore let the Courtier very courteouſly take heed 
leaſt his vnbridled furie, force him violently from tem- 
perate reaſon and conſtant moderation , either in right 
2ouernance or due obſeruance in his accounts and em- 
ployments ; the end and reward of which , eronious 
temerity or raſhneffe is, ſhameand-late repentance. 
Moreouer let the Courtier heedfully endeauoure to 
To propound follow theenſample of an ingenuous generous ſouldier, | 
vmto humſclfe who intending to- imitate ſome noble and vitorious F 


a paterne for 
191tation. 


Captaine in the warres, frames and confirmes, hisqua- | 
lities, and praiſes , his fortitude and magnanimity, as | 
much | 
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much as in him conliſteth, to the {imilitude and equipa- 
ration of his Leader or Commander : Euen ſo, what 
Courtier ſoeuer delires to excell, or to be excellent in a- 
ny thing,let him wiſely make ſome worthy,cminent and 
excellent Cournrer his patterne for imitation, and ſtudie 
and ſtriue, to follow euen to a haire ( as the prouerbe is ) 
his honeſt and laudable Arts and exerciſes, this courſe 
ſhall the Courtier {ce and obſerue to be moſt ſuccin& & 
compendious, whereby he may exceeding much, and in 
a ſhort ſpace, promote and propagate his tame and tor- 
tunate aitaires. 

Now as touching taking of reuenge, although the 
Court eſpecially , doth oft times miniſter fit occaiion 
therevnto, when the ſtate and aftaires of thy foes may be 
for diuerle reaſons, in'anxious and {inifter caſe and 
condition: Yer not withſtanding, an honeſt and true- 
ly generous gentleman, ſhould then eſpecially curbe 
and corre&t himſelfe. For it were a foule ſhame and 
grofle abſurdity, inany man thatis honeftly, and hono- 
rably bread and brought vp, by wrathtull reuenge to 
mar any heinous and vaboneft ation, mott vn- 

eſeeming his birth and breeding. Let all Courtiers 
therefore know, and know for certainty, that ſuch is the 
vicifhtude, alteration and.mutability of mans minde, 
thatalthough tortuneſmiling vpon aman, his goods like 
floods flow into his lap, yet let not his wrath andrage, 
ſceme as it were now preſently to-breake priſon and 
to rangea broade, but let him wiſely tame, and temper 
the ſame withthe bounds of moderation , and with the 
bridle of wit and diſcretion, let him curbe and keepein 
the ſame;for, to pardonand forgiue,is to a wife and wor- 


thy manthe beſt reuenge ; and tis enough fora man of a 
M 3 true 
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trueand noble ſpirit, not that hee takes reuenge , but 


that hee can reuenge. 04d. in his 4. de Triſt, Elegie. y. 
confirmes the truth heereof. | 


uo quis g, off maior, mags eff placabilis ire, 
Et faciles mots mens generoſa capit. ; 
Corpora magnanimo ſatis ett profiraſſe Leon, 
Pugna ſuum finem cum iacet bojti habet. 
Alt lupus or tarpes inſtant morientibus vr fi, 
Et quacung, minor nobilitate fera ej. 


———— — 
— _—_— 


Great ſpirits though prowokt are ſoone appea'/d 
Their il ho oone —_ ſooneſt plea'ſd 
The Lion leaues the corps that lyes profirace 

And when foes yeeld the fight doth terminate; 

But VWolues and Beares and other beaſts maſt baſe, 
Spare not to ſpoile the corps in dying caſe. 


_ _ EP __ 
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Therefore I wiſh that euery Courtier or who ſoeuer 
elſe, that hath a vindicatiue or reuen minde would 
call ro mind and conſider theſe things , for many 
times(as is manifeſt Jit hath fallen out to great and verie 
famous Kings, that either they haue ſtood in need, of 
the fauoure and frindſhip, or elſe haue bin forced to 
feare the furic of euen the meanefſt and moſt baſe 


Peaſants. 
Nottopro- Whereforeit is not good, notruly not for thoſethat 
zer. Are moremightieand powerfull, to giue occaſion of dif- 


— —— > —_— —— —_ ————  _  —__ —_——— ———— 
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content, or diſpleaſureto any in Courts. But now adaies | 
this is the common pratice amongſt men, that as the | 
Prouerbe is , The thred is ever broken on the weaker fide, | 
| that is, where the hedge is lowe ( as our Englith Prouerbe 


is) 
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is ) the Cattell quickly tread ower it, neither is it, was it, or 
ere will be any new thing, but ſtill fals out moſt true, that 
Might ouercomes Right ; and the weakeſt 2oe to the Wall. 


And this is allo as true as Goſpel, that he which lives with 


one more mi2hiie than himſelfe, had need many times out of 


weere neceſs;ty,to yeeld op onto him that which indeed is his 
owne right ; Yea, though he neuerhad commirred againſt 
him the lealt diſcourtelie, or iniurie that might be. Ler 
the Courtier therefore take heed, that he diſpleaſe nor, 
nor prouoke to anger, one more porent, and powerfull 
than himſelte. 

Againe,thoſe ma'ignant,and maleuolent Courtiers,are 
to be deteſted, a>hominared, and our of the Court to be 
vtterly extirpated, which itudie and indeuour, by falle, 
fained, and impious accuſations, of milchieuous deedes, 
or trecherie, to hurr, excruciate, and incarcerate, an ho- 
neſt, honourable and harmelefle man,a man that is a true 
louer of learninz,vertue, and pietie : ſuch nefarious,facti- 
ous tellowes, which ſtrugle and ſtriue to trouble a Com- 
mon Wealth,to ſupplantthe good, and to hold the Scep- 
ter of all {oueraigntie, in their vnworthy fiſts, doe moſt 
commonly linck & knit vnto them, a knot of ſuch deſpe- 
rate Knaues, as formerly hauing thirſted after glory, and 
dignitie, yer could not by vertue, and the Kings hie way, 
that is, by diſcreet or honeſt courſes, acquire the ſame, 
or grow greatin the common weale. Leteuery Courtier 
that will be wiſe, flee the companie of ſuch Catelznes, and 
that ſpeedily ; For, experience it ſelfe doth truly tell vs, 
that ſuch ſeditious ſwaſh-bucklers, doe very often, yea, 
moſt cuſtomarily, receine the wages and reward due to 
ſuch deedes of impietie : And whats that ? marry a mile- 


rable,lamentable,& tragicall Caza/Frophe,or conclulion. 
M 4 Let 
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"OW Let the wiſe Courtier alſo be {low to belecue, and not 
a = ouer-haſtie to hope ; neither let him take, and interprete 
on, norhope a1[ things, inthe belt or in the worlt ſenſe. Yet ſeldome 
imac ſhall he be deceiued, if he belecue bur the leaſtpart of 

thoſe things which are promiſed : For,let him euerthinke 
this to be true, that in euery kind and condition of life, it 
viſually comes to paſle,and moſt commonly in the court, 
that ; 


Pollicitis Diucs quilibet eſſe poteſt. 


Each man's a Creſſus, promiſes hath ſtore, 
But in performance, who's not Irus poore. 


Tobeware of Int ſuch a Court too much content and pleaſe the 
too muchli- Conrtier, where without controulement, men may too lt- 
cenrouinette, centioully & contemptuoully vpbraid one another with 
' dilhoneſtdefamations, wrong one another, with contu- 
melious detraQtions, gnaw in peeces ( if it were poſhble) 

the fame and reputation of Magiſtrates deceaſed, and 

taunt and tare in peeces the credit of their fellow officers, 

yet ltuing, He whoſe hap it isto liue in ſuch a Court,and 

will notas muchas heis able honeſtly and ſpeedily relin- 

uiſhand abandon the ſame,ſuch a man I iudge not wor- 

thc to be hated, but much to be pittied, and commile- 

rated. | 

perſenerance ©, 1 Þeexpedition of his Princes affayres, let the Cour- 
in diligence, LIC With all conſtancie, and courage preſſe forward the 
perte&ing, and finall performance of thoſe bulineſles 

which are commited to his charge ; for, it is a matter of 

nothing, to begin a worke fortunately, vnlefſe we with 
induſtrious perſeuerance, proſecute the ſame to abſolute 

perteRion : moſt agreeable therefore to this ag is 

tnat 
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that which is excellently mentioned in the Goſpell. Non 
ſatis eſſe manum admouere aratre,fi reſpiciamus at g, 01s in- 
choatum deſeramms. It is not enough to put our hands to the 
plow, if then we looke backe, and leaue the worke onperfec- 
ced. Wherefore let nor the wiſeand diſcreet Courtierroo 
ſuddenly ſet vpon a worke, nor too ſoone ſet it away. 
For, many things (as the Hiſtorian can tell vs)as they are 
not to be enterpriled, ſo nather ( being once attempted) 
are they by their Agent to be ealily retuſed, becauſe in- 
deed the [horteſt ſpace of remiſle and vnſctled incon- 
ſtancie, isable oftentimes to marre,and vtrerly to deface 
the grace, credit, and reputation of a mans whole lite. 
Hence then maiſt thou ſee, that induſtrie and conſtancie 
are marucilous viefull, yea, that conſtancie and perſeue- 
rance sa moſt noble vertue. I his teacheth vs,that things 
neceſlarily vndertaken, are with inuincible courage and 
a ſafe conſcience to be finifht and efteted. This is thar 
vertue which armes and prepares vs to beare, and beare 
to the end,croſles, lofles,and miſ-fortunes, leaſt feareful- 
ly fainting, and yeelding to dangers, and diſtreſſe,we of- 
fend againſt the vpright rules of reaſon. Finally, this ver- 
tuetels and teacheth vs, that he is not a man whole heart 
is highly mounted, and puffed vp with pride, and ſelte- 
fation in proſperitie, or, is ftricken dead, and lowly de- 
ieted with aduerſitie. But that Courtier is in a moſt 
happy caſe, if he ſuffer either for the exa& obſeruation of 
theconfſtiturions, and iniun&ions of his Prince formerlie 
deceaſed, or for the conſtant confeſhon or profeſſion of 
his faith and religion,.this Courtier may with J9ſeph, Da- 
#14, and Daniel},reioyce;and be heartily glad in his owne 
behalte, that he doth patiently endure violence and ot- 
fence,for the defence ofhis inuiolate and imaculate _ : 
N that 
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Conſtancie, 
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that for his pious opinions he ſuffers puniſhment,and de- 


ſam'd to (uf ſpightfull dealings. Such a Courtier I dare boldly lay, 


fer for wcll 
doi ng. 


may arrogateandaſſume vnto himlelte that of Cicers; 
Nibil efſe laudabilits, quam memoria rette fatlorum (v li- 
bertate contentum neeligere humana : $1 ſecuta fuerit, que 
debet fortuna, gandebimus, fin minus, ego tamen gandebo, 
quamuts qui fuerim, 7 qui eſe potuerim, eſſe nou poſſim. 
That there is nothing more commendable, thaz for aman tobe 
truly content with the memory of his good deeds, and per fet# 
libertie, and to contemne and ſet at naught the things of this 
life; if that good fortune which was expected haue fallen out, 
we ſhall be glad ;,but if otherwiſe, yet I retoyce, although what 
I hake bin, and what 1 mizht hawe bin, 1 cannot be. It 
thou therefore (hew thy ſelte fuch a man, and'be for the 
ſame deſpiſed and hated, yet notwithſtanding kicke atand 
contemnecuen this contempt ; if ſo be thatthou haue ſet 
downe this certaine reſolution, to periift and perſeuer in 
doing thoſe things which are honeſt, iuſt, and true. - 
Moreouer, let the Courtier be carefull, leaſt whiles he 
indeuoureth to ouercome by pliantneſſe and obſervance, 
he {lipinto Adulationand flartery, whole picture alrea- 
die we haue indifterently painted forth. If a Courtier be- 
ing degraded, and diſplaced from his hight of honour 
and dignitie, doth for all this liue more contentedly, ſo 
that his wealth wil beare it,in enioying a peaceable& pri- 
uare ſtate & condition,let him rather ſo cotinue ; then ei- 
therafterward to accept of prefermets inferior tothe for- 
mer,or toadhereto the court ofa more meane &leſle 
tent Prince,thenthe firſt, vnleſle by his wiſedome,autho- 
ritie,,udgement,equitie,& ſuch like vertues, he beableto 
win vnto him the Joue & afteQion of one more miphtie. 
Let euery wiſe Conrtier indeuour to be the ſeedeſman 


of 
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of atnitie and vnitie betweene a Prince, his Brethren, $i- 
ters, and ſuch like ; not the be]lawes ro blow:tche fire 
of brawlings, and dillentions , let him 'confider, 
that Peace is moſt precious, ler him I lay againe and a- 
gaine recogitate, that they. which are louers of diſcord 
and diſquier, haue ſeldome or neuer any good andex- 
peed iffiie,or euent of ſuch their impious and nefarious 

tots and purpoſes. He therefore whoſoeuer which will 
{owe the ſeed of Seaition, or Diflention, (hall reape the 
crop of cares, and a vexed and perplexed mind. 


Vnanimity- 


Let not the wile and intelligent Courtierafftett or effect Sincerity, 


any enormious or diſhoneſt thing, though with nere ſo 
faire a colourable pretext or intention;qhereby he may 
ſteale into the fauour and affetion of his Prince, left here- 
by he blemilh, yea, vtterly blot out the noble fame and 
glory ofhis progenitours, with the blacke coale of igno- 
minie, and with the maculation of moſt infamous aſper- 
ſions : for, they ere, and erre moſt groflely, which for 
hope of gaine, greedie deſire of reuenge of their honour, 
by {lie trickes and trecherous deceit, haue a delire to ex- 
alt and aduance their fortunes. Bur alas, wharcs the iflue 
of theſe in the end ? aſluredly this,thart their trecherie and 
villany once finiſht and effteted,they receiue the due and 
iuſt reward oftheir treaſon and diſloyalty,which all aun- 
cient and modeine Hiſtories can calily confirmeand rati- 
fie. Butitis vndoubtedly to be ſuſpeRed, that no ftron- 
peſt fortifications,precepts,or exhortations are with wic- 
ked and vngodly Courtiers ofany ſuch force, as to force 
them from,or to fortifie them againſt this impious act or 
artificiall impietie. For, wicked and vagodly Courtiers, 
by pretending and counterfeinng the contrary of what 


they intend, do many times purchaſe to them(elues great 
N 2 power 
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power and authority and by this meanes very much in- 
creaſe and augment their owne meanes, yea and by 
bribes all aadſuch like courſes ,doe warily make or the 
greateſt part of the principall noble men, & magiſtrates, 
their great friends patrons and protcftours, and doe 
creep or ſteale into places ſeparated, onely for princeſks 
and prear Ladies, there to pry into the ſecrets of Prin- 
cez wherein as in many other ſuch like matters moſt fit to 
be __ vpn lilence,they vie Sejanws as their beſt tutor 
and Schoole-maiſter, whoſe horſe they ſeeme to haue in 
keeping 3 a very propper praiſe I warrant you-! If thou 
deuiſe or inuent any craft or couzenage againſtan other, 
0 I wilh it may light relide and abide, vpon thine owne 


-' Cornel;us Tacitus paints out in their proper colours, 

and delincatesto the life theſe goodly fellowes, Corpms 

aulico fit laborum tolerans animus audax; (ui ebtegensjn ali- 

05 criminator iuxts adulatio- tr ſuperbia palam. compoſitus 

pur, int:vs ſumma adipiſcendi libids, cinſ; 4 cauſz mods lar- 

gitio (x luxus,ſ epits induſiriaac vigilantiahaud nimis nox- 
it quotics parando regno finguntur. 

A Courtier ſaith hee, muſt hauc a body flrongly enabled 
to under goe labors and paines taking; a ſtout heart ,he muſb 
be a concealer of his owne matters., aud a cenſorioiusand cri- 
ticke carper at others; of 4 condition —_ both of pride 
and flattery; is outward ſhew formid and adorn'd with mo- 
deſt. baſhfullneſſe, but inwardly moſt libidinoms couttous and 
greedy to haue more, (+ to this purpoſe, to counterfeite ſome- 
semes liberality yea to be prodigall or profuſe in bis expences, 
and oftentimes to be induſtrious and vigilant , which things 
are not hurtful but very belpefull, to the ſly and ambitious 
obiaining of a kinodome. Burthey which are inftrutedin 
theſe 


T be Court of King Lames. 03 


theſe kind of Arts, being once obſerued of their Prince, 
lkrthem in duetimebe remoued for they are indeea no 
better then the plague and peſtilence of men, infeious 
and pernitious to themſelues and all others with whom 
they haue commerce and dealing. 

Whenſocuer the honeſt Courtier {hall heare ( as of- 
rentimes he may) any thing vttered againſt his Prince, 
there being no certaineauthor or ground thereof,let him 
by all meanes endeuar to confute and repreſle ſuch e- 
nill and calumnious reports. 

For,many vnhoneſt vaine and prophane fellowes will Nortopermit 
ſcatterabroad falſerumors & reports of excellent Prin- ject 
ces, that at one time or other the Courtier may not want og, fo 
occalion,to iuſtitieand maintaine the eſtimation and re- 
putation of his Prince,that(by this meanes) he may pur- 
chaſe and procure to himlſelte his Princes fauour and at- 
feftion. 

Furthermore let the Courtier very carefully coverand. Tokcepe his 
conceale from knowledge, the exordinm, beginning and 22 iecrets- 
increa(ling hopes of his Princes grace & fauour towards 
TORI. A” that, which was likely to haue bin pecu- 
herly appropriated and:appointed to himſelte alone, will 
be conuerted or cammunicated:to-his emulators.or cor- 
riuvals;which were neither wiſely nor warty done: wher- 
fore Tacitaurnity is mee thinkes in this caſe. very-behoofe> T;courniic. 
full profitable and neceſlarie;as being indeed the beſt; ſa- 
teſt and ſureſbvaitingicoard of the well managing of all 
our affaires. And'to this purpole let him remember thar 
of the witty Poet.. 11.01 1 9197 L 


Sed tacitus paſei frofiu corinus haberet, 
-_ Plas depiectrixamulto mints intidieg,e 
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If Aſops Crow had fed m prinase place, | 
Hee well bad far'd, = ſhar dof hates diſgrace. 


Letall, both inueterate and lately conceiued rancor & 
hatred, be farre remote and remoued from the Courrier, 
for itcannot otherwiſe begbut that he which retaines and 
maintainesthem within his boſome, thould in the end be 
the ſpeciall cauſe and procurer of his owne ruine, downe- 
fall, and deftrution. Andasitis not fit he ſhould nurſe 
vpany inteſtine or ſecret malice in his heart, ſo muſt he be 
moft vigilant and eircumſpeR, rhat hequench and vtter- 
ly extinguilh it fo ſoone as ere tis forged and ſubborned 
within him. | 6 

Aſluredly, Tcafily ſee and foreſee, that that will come 
ro paſſejifa man know and doe not hate the mannersand 
conditions of Courtiers; Let him then which willeſchew 
and auoid the malice of other men, a little decline & giue 
backein himſelfe. - | 


© |, Lerthe Courrieralfo. very carefully obſerue this, that 


when as he hath happily and fortunately, according to 
his hearts deſire, obtained the grace and fauour of his 
Primce,hedo notregardleſly negle&t orabuſeit ;in which 
refpe& iris molt fir he ſhould moſt curiouſly & through- 
ty learne:rroknow thenature; condition; and inclination 
of his Prince,ſo that as much as in him lies, hemay whol- 
ly accommodate, ' and apply himſelfe ro his cuſtomes, 
and conditions: for,as equalitie atid pariie of inclination 
doth nouriſhand cheriſh amitie and friend(hip. : ſo con- 
trariwiſe,diſparitie and vnequalitie therein doth dimoliſh 
friend{hip, and in place therof builds vp hatred and con- 
rempr. "A | | 

Let the Countet haue an eſpeciall care;and make ww! 
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cipall obſcruation of the lawes, cuſtomes, offices, condi- x, ;..... 
tionsand dilpolitions of that Courtwherein he liues;and himſelfe to 


vndoubredly it ſhall free and ſecure him, if not from the * 
malice of all, yet. at leaſt from the moſt. Lethim alſo con- þ 


{1der and call ro. mind, that if (as now and than by the 
malice of time, it is like enough to fall out ) he be con- 
ſtrained to put vp, to digeſt and beare patiently any grie- 
vous and troubleſome matters, yet let him euerattribute 
and aſcribe moreto the lone of Juſtice, than to the feare 


he condition 


frke Court 
e liucs 1n, 


of malice and miſchiefe, for whoſoeuer out of a feare of © 


hatred flies Juſtice, {hall be {ure to be ſenlible of the pu- 
niſhment ot1niuſtice, bur ſeldome or neuer ſhall he raſte 
the {weet frutrs of equitie in himſelfe. Wherefore kinde 
Courrier let me adunle thee, that in a good and iuſt cauſe 
thou be paticnt,and harden thy ſelfe againſt aduerſe acci- 
dents, ſo {halt thou be a vitorious conquerand ouer- 
come for, this is moſt certainely true, that he which can 
weare out the time of aduerſitie, and according to the 
mutabilitie of various occurrents,can as occafion ſerues, 
contra, abreuiate,& prorogue or procraſtinate delayes 
in himſelie, may vndoubtedly reſerue and fit himſelfe for 
the expeRation of a better time. 

Now lincethe vulgar ſort of common people is cuer 
variable, vaconftanc, and mutable, let the wife Courtier 


Not torclye 
on or trult yn- 


neuer put any truft or confidence in them. For, aſſured- to the loue of 


ly the common people is a Hydra with many heads,or ra- 
a ſtrange creature without either head or ſound vn- 
derftanding, this is apparently knowne, and Antiquities 
ofall-Priſt:nerimes, doe teſtitic the ſame,that many men 
haucperiſhed,and made a tragical{end,who haue toyned 
themſelues vnto, and taken part with the common peo- 
ple. Therefore he whoſoeuer he was, {aid moſt truly and 

7 I N 4 por 


the common 


people, 
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Lui pendet ab errore oF opinione wales 
Penaet mag is, at g, arbore qui pendet ab alta, 
Nam quod ſemel enenit (5 abit, id nocet nil, 
At quod dubys articulis ſtat, inflat, corget, 
Vaneſcit, adeft : efie malum id putabo ſolum. 


He which on common Peoples woyce depends, 

Hangs worſe than he, that's hang'd upon a Tree, 

For, that which quickly comne and gone, we ſee 5 

No dire effeits, or lingring harme extenas : 

But that which doth of dowbtfull parts conſiſt, (plexeth 
Which moues, remoues ; which ſtratres, conſtraines,per- 
Which comes and goes ; which vaniſheth and vexeth ;; 
That, that's an 1ll, or 1 the marke baue miſt. 


- Phacylides allo hath very excellently painted out this 
Beaſt, with many heads. 


Populo ne fidas, unlgus enim eſt varium or mutabile, 
Populus certe,aqua, C ignks nequenunt plane contiuers. 


Ith'common People put no confidence, 
For, they are aine, profane, and variable, 
Tocurbe or keepe them ip, thaw art not able ; 
No mare,tban fires or waters uidlence. 


Let euery not onely Counter. but wdicious vnder- 
ſtanding man whatſocuer, thinke, & aſſuredly perſwade 
himſelfe, thar this is a moſt {lauiſh condition of life that 
a man{hould ſeeme to deuiſe-vnto hithſelfe any ,proper 
or peculiar eſtate and fortune, out of the diſpolition and 

auiour of him, to whom he is in bondage and thral- 


| dome; 
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dome; and he which obſernes and obayes the tonetous 
enuious, and ignorant common people, who are altoge- 
ther prone to mutability,and inconſtancy,yea,and which 
is the head and worſt of all,to thoſe which are moſt in- 


ratefnll;iet himI ſay conſider with himſelfe, whither tis 


likely, that he can euer be happie or fortunate with ſuch 
men ? Or ſhall he not rather, as often as he remembers 
and calsto mind, his owneeſtate and condition by Na- 
cure, ſo often lament and complaine ofthis {lippery For- 
tune and calamitie? 

Finally, let him know this alſo,that he whom he com- 
monly ſerues, is himſelfe moſt miſerable, and in that re- 
ſpe lethim hauea great care, that in the whole courſe 
ofthis Courtly life, be cleere and free himſelte from his 
Princes iealouſie, and (iniſter ſuſpition of him herein, e- 
ſpecially from the rumours hs reports of the vulgar 

rt, and from that infeQious peſttlence of a Court, I 
meane £xxy. \Wouldeſt thou inlarge the limits of thine 
honour and authoritie,then hate and contemane the com- 
mon peoplesaftetion,who value nothing almoſt accor- 
ding to veritie,but many things according to their owne 
opinions vnindifferencie. 

Marke this ( kind Courtier I deſire thee) that thou 
maiſtapproue theſc things, whereot there are extant few 
or no-documents in the memory of any Annales, Chro- 


nicles, ſayings, or auncient writings of the wiſeſt authors. 


By this meanes [ ſay, thou {halt calily gaine credit and 
authoritie,' and maintaine and keepe it being: once got- 
ce 2'f; [2 0195106; ba 

 Moreouer, let Courtiers take heed,that they looſe not 
the beginningor fitft entrance into fauour and affteftion; 


by being with their Prince at vnſeafonable houres, that. 
_ O is, 
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is, ifthey letflip, and doe not alwayes watch molt care. 
tully, a mature,molt fit,and conuenient time, bur this we 
haue alreadie ar large diſcuſſed, 
To beaduiſes But this one thing, which we haue not hitherto admo- 
what employ- niſhed, may not by any meanes be here pretermitred, 
__ rn- namely, that the Courtter not being heedtull, but verie 
"  heedleſſejis oftentimes the caule of his owne downe-fall 
and ſubuerlion, to wit,when he aftets and makes choice 
of ſuch a kind of ſeruice and employment, as is hatetuj] 
and diſtaſtefull to his Prince. 

: Againe, let the Courtier as fatre as he is able, moſt ac- 
'- cnamae curately tread in the dire footſteps of his Prince, and 
:!!-hngsis Obſerue moſt diligently, whatheal/owes, whar he dilal- 
verygreat owes. If the Courtier expett any benetir or commoditie 
wiledome. 15 the fruit of his labour, let him be affured, that not the' 

lea(t part thereof is to be expe&ted and ſought for out of 
this foreſayd treaſurie or ſtore-houle, as I 'may fo terme 

If. OV TSS 9771 
By hisations Let him alſo be hereof aſſured, that there is tb berter 
_—_— his meanes to purchaſe his Princes praceandaftteftion, than 
Prince, Chatheby dueaCtions expreſſe vnto his Prince, that he is 
more neere and deere vnto him, then his owne lite, and 
that he would be content to ſuffer death ir ſelfe, tor his 
Princes life and ſafetie. Whatſoeuer Courtier is of this 
mind, though peraduenture he may haue a juſt occa(tony 
for ſome priuate reſpe&s,to complaine of his Prince, / Us 
thall(he by this meanes) eaſily auoid and put away fro- 
Tocoucrang WArd and peruerſe ſpeeches, which otherwiſe he may 
concealedif- breake forth into, and ſhall duely conſider, that his fu- 
CEntent. — are of him alwayes reuerently to be regarded. 
ruely he ſpets againſt himſelfe, which ſpets againſt hea- 
uen, he is ſcarcely wiſe who notwithſtanding that the 
power 
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power andauthoritic of his King or Prince is extended 
ouer him, yet will not obey him ; But the greateſt power 
of a Prince is appatent in this, that with his word onely 
he can take puniſhment, as well on him that is abſent as 
preſent,as well ofa fugitiue Traytor,as of any other ma- 
letaRtor, according tothat ; 


An neſcis long as Regibus eſſe manus. 


Each Subiett waderſiands, 
That Kings hane longeſt hands. 


 Hetherefore thallenioy much peace and tranquillitie, 
which is ſubmiftuely obedient to his King or Prince, 
who thuses we haue heard,is able enen by his word one- 
, to manifeſt his maieftie, power, and authoritic, when 
as on the other ſide, wicked maletaRtors, and vngodly 
tranſpreſſors, doe not a little prouoke and procure to 
themſeluesrhe tharpneſle ofhis maicſticalledi&t or com- 


mandement; 
Let the Courtier therefore ſtudie with all diligence and 
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care, to know the inclination & diſpolition of his Prince, Togerac- 


quaintance 


and to be well knowne himſelfe of thoſe which cuſtoma- with the be8 
rily are neereſt abouthim, and ſo {hall he vndoubtedly inthe Court, 


acquire the end of his honeſt and iuſt deſires. Hee then 
which is thus reſolued, mult eſpecially depend vpon 
himſelfe, and his vertue, and as formerly was ſaid, muſt 
reuerently reſpe& his Princes ſpeciall fauorites and at- 
tendants;butmuſt not(by any means vndilcreetly)difco- 
uer or impartthisaQions and intentions toany. Let the 
Courtier therefore thun and auoid vndiſcreet futillitie, 
and blabing loquacitie, nor mult he vnlocke the _ 
O 2 0 
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of his hearte and ſo diſcouer his ſecrets no not.vnto thoſe 
whom heeſteemes his moſt intimate freinds and tamili- 
ars, vnlefle 1n caſes ofneceſhty,tor let him be affured 
that the reward of ſecrecy islatety,which alſo we haue 
already largely dilated. 3411 

Tb:ſccree Now therforeas the Courtier muſt keepe to himſelfe 

both tohim- his owne ſecrets; ſo alſo muſt he not like a barrell full of 

lelte &0Ui©rs5, refrs and clefts leake out on euery ide , or like a prarling 
Tay, tell abroad the ſecrets of other men committed to 
his fidelity : for, ſuch as theſe are deſeruedly termed cu- 
rious and audacious bablers;Andiftwe beleecue Plutarch, 
this Idle ſpawne and brood of Sycophants , is bred from 
the family and tribe of idle and.curious Queltioniſts. 
men for the moſt part ofignoble and degenerous condi- 
tion and ſuch as loue to broach abroad into open view, 
the miſery and miſtortunes of other men: But do thou 
(kind Courrier ) refraine and abſtaine from this ſo per- 
uerſe a moleſtation and meerely pedanticall avice, and 
bee neuer vnmindfull of that notable Di##ch;touchin 
that once great Courtier, Te cura, et twa, Looke to thy ſelfe, 


and thine owne office. | 
! 

Diſce meo exemplo mandato munere funti, ; 
Etfuge ſen peſtem mv mMvaggywooulu t 

{ 

Thine owne charge to dischargeJearne by my fall, 2 
Hate like a plagne tobe -Prapmaticall. L 


Not tohate © Ifatanytime wee ſeeamanexalted and ereted by his LM 
him vibom Prince, to great poſleſhons and honourable reuenewes, | 
ma will [er vsalſo attribute vnto him due honour reterence and 
reſpeR, and ler vs not ſet him at naught as an vpſtart & 

_ __ vnworthy 
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vnworthy man; or as if he were neither renowned; os 
noble by birth, noradorned;with learning or any excet- 
lent parts; if thou hateand dilhonour ſuch a man whom 
thy King will honor and dignifte , beware that thereby 
thou incurre notthe hatred of thy Prince himſelfe, Bur 
peraduenture thou wilt tell me,heis a man much vnwor- 
thy the.ſame, and his end will proue it true: put caſe he 
be ſo, And deny not but ſometimes it may be (oz yer, 
all this not withſtanding, I wiſh thee , with that Author 
of moſt exquiliteand profound indgment I meane 7aci- 
£15, to vie theſeand ſuchlike ſpeeches; Great Prince, al- 
though thou haſt eleted & choſen, beforz other men 
muchmore worthy than hee ,a man ſcarce knowne vnto 
vs &vnworthy thy Princely grace and bounty ; yet 1 
enuy not hits dy hate him for his dignity,butas a 
low counſelor &, as executing thy great affaires in the 
Common wealth I honour and reuerence him. Hereby 
( good Courtier who ere thou art ) thou maiſt conhider 
that it is not fit thou thouldeſt exaſperate the indignati- 
on ofthy Prince againit thee, though he bepleaſed to 
magnifie or extoll this or that man,though vaworthy or 
vnlearned, and reſpectle(ly negleR and palle by thee, per- 
aduenturea more worthy perſon; thinke with thy lelfe 
that this is a rule obſerued cuen by Heathew, yea practi. 
ſed amongſt priuate and meane men. 25 irre ſuo-utitur ;| nes} 
nemini iniuriam facit. That he which wſeth his owne prer- to doe what 
gatiue, power and authority doesiniury ts no man. n will with 
Now if inthisregard it be permitted to any priuate 
man toenioy his owne liberty : how much more ought 
it to be yeelded vnto, that a Prince may conterre his ta- 
u ours vpon this or that man in ſuch or {uch amans opi- 
nion and iudgement vnworthy the ſame, and to paſſe 0- 
| uer 


y » | 
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ucr (ifbepleaſe ) other noble men eſteemed and reputed 
more worthy than the other. Yer not withſtanding | am 
of opinion ko the excellent or graue counſellor 15 not 
to be blamed , but doth very wiſely & aduifedly which 
ſolicites & incites his Prince to promote & preterre good 
and honeſt men, men that are louers of learning and vir- 
rue, and profitably exerciſed aboutthe benefit and good 
| oftheir country and common wealth. vndoubtedly a 
| 200d and Godly Prince, cannot but highly approue and 
allow of without ſuſpe&of error or impudence,the ho- 
neſt exhortations of ſo wiſe a Councellor. 
| A Prince may do well to thinke vpon that of Antzorhu, 


| " oc who twice was the Leader and commander,of an Armie 
a 


Princes. 


— ———_— - — —_ -—- 


againſt the Perfians ; who asina hunt hee waschaling 
a deere and happening intoa homely cottage ofa poore 
countryman, did there learnez Reges & Principes raro 
wverum dudire, That Kinges and Princes doe ſeldome heare 
the truth. Therefore a wiſe King thould not leſle eftimate 
and valew his Courtiers,which are prudent piousand1o- 
uers oftrath, than thoſe which only prattiſe andiaccu(- 
tomethemſelues to'tickle his cares, with ſmoothing and 
ſoothing ſpeeches, not withſtanding we muſt know this 
for atruthghat akhough truly honeſt and religious men 
know nothowto lye; 'yet liuing inthe Court, they are 
torcedfomerimes againſtthen wil, even 'in-the boſome 
omwation & of the Courr,, toverer many euilsyea falſeand fained o- 

| Pinions and rules much ſanouring of Simulation : yea 

Princes themſelues/('witneffe 7iberiws ) doe loue and; al- 

low of diffmulation, which oftentimes for one cauſe or 

other cannot almoſt by any meanes be wanting ina 

| Court. Whatſay you to Dawd, who being both a King 
and a Propher, yerhe alſo made vſe of gs 
ther 
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theris that ofthe Emperour Sigiſmundvnknowne, who 
was wontto lay, 2ni neſcit diſſumulare,neſcit imperare.He 
that knowes not how to difjemble, knowes not how to rule and 
gonerne. All this notwithſtanding ( ifthou be wiſe ) take 
the counſell of the Philoſopher, Nec diſsimula, nec fimula. 
Neither counterfeit or di(ſemble, nor fimulate or ſpeake on- 
truly ; Letnot theill cultome of more euil men (educe or 
induce thee to beas euill or worſe than themſelues. And 
that thou mailt nor be intangled in this ſnare, nor (hack- 
led in theſe gyues, reieQ and defpiſe toule,and filthie Lu- 
cre, and ler not the accurſed hunger of gold and gaine ar 
any time too much pleale thy palace, or delight thine ap- 
petite. For, he which is, and will be of this mind, {hall 
neuer be able ro keepe his conſcience vaclogged, his 
tongue cleane from vntruths, his hands pure from bribes, 
or his heart vadehiled with flthie and impious imagina- 
tions. 

Aging, I& the Courtier learne to be his moneys mai- 
ſter, and comtywander, not his moneys miniſter to bee 
commanded by it. Yea let him learne of the Comica!l 
Poet, Pecunians mm loco nepligere interdum lucrum eſe maxi- 
mum. That ſometimes ite forbearance of money ts eſpeciall 
great gaine. Lethim allo inceſſantly obſerue this rule and 
direftion,ſo longas he relides and remaines in the courr, 
thar as much as in him lies, and fo farre forth as he may 
with a ſafe conſcience, keeping his honour and repu- 
ration vnſporred, and vntainted ; that he I fay ſo farre 
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To hate filthy 


Lucre, 


forth as time ſerucs, and occalionadminilters various and Ty 5rerue 
divers conditions and akerations, doe iadiciouſly and Se time and 
circumſpeRtly make vic hereof; Ifhis Prince and the af **- 


fayresac Court be cheerfull and merry, let him alſo bee 


mercy and ioyfulh, butif they be fad and forrowfull, ler 
8 O 4 him 
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Hory to carry 
himſelfe in his 


proſperitie. 
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kim in like manner bethe ſame, tis not almoſt to beex- 
preft and vttered in words, what proſperous and fortu- 
nate ſucceſſe, many Courners haue obtained by this one 
eſpeciall obſeruation. But aboue all things let him be 
moſt mindfall and carefull herein, that whenſoeuer he is 
to diſpatch any waighty or important affaires,in forraine 
Nations, heaccommodate himſelfe to the cuſtomes and 
manners of the ſame places,ſo long as he there remaines. 
I cannot compendioully comprize or epitomize the large 
diſcourſe and dilatation,which this part of Prudence,this 
excellent Decorum, and moft gracetull behauiour might 


juſtly exactand require of me, excellently therefore ſayd 
he; , 


$i fueris Rome, Romano vinito more, 
$4 fnerss alibt, Viuito ſicut tht. 


hen th art at Rome, put on 4 Romants face, 
Line as they line, wherſ*ere thou come implazec> .. 
3 $5hns* 

But here kind Courtier, thou muſt vnderſtand, that 
this admonion concernes eſpecially the lawes and inſti- 
tutionsof thoſe Xingdomes and Countries, wherein.we 
mot properly line; O how ingenuous 1s that manwhich 
vnderſtands this aright ! 6 how prudent is he which is 
duely circumſpeRtherein ! = 

Moreouer, the freeborne Courtier, that is, he which 


either by;his ownepowerand induſtrie,or by ſome elpe- 


ciall and fingulargrace & fauour of his Prince hath floa- 
ted aloft, S&aſcended vnto ſome indifferent hight of ho- 
nour, let him' not beare himſelfe too hautily and loftily 
towards his ſuperiours, t60 arrogantly with his inferi- 


Ours, 
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ours, nor too malepert and vncourteouſly amongſt his 
equals. I haue alreadicincited and invited thee to humi- 
licie and modeſtie, therefore I omit to inliſt farther there- 
| on, oneonely word by the way, let me adde thcreunto, 
| namely, thatif humilitie be linkr and knit together with 
' _ authoritie, it makes it exceeding acceptable, yea, and to 
be had in wonderfull admiration ; Melizes c/f vt tibi dica- 
tur, aſcende huc, quam vt humilicrs coram Principe ; It is 
arre better, and much more credit ( as that moſt prudent 
King Solamon admonilheth):hat it be ſayd to thee, come wp 
hither, than to be aciecFed and ſet lower in thepreſence of thy 
Prince. Finally, take and make vſe of that of the wiſe 
Philoſopher, whereof he very excellently aduiſeth thee. 
In ſecunds nemo confidat, in aduerſis nemo deficiat, alterne 
ſunt vices rerum. Let no man be preſumptuous in proſperity, 
nor deſperate in aduer ſitie, for variousare the viciſsitudes of 
all things. 

Lerrhis then I ſay, make the Courtier circumſpeRly 7, ,,,;q. 
wiſe, thatifat any time it ſo fall out, that he perceiue his for bis owne 
Princes fauours to be turned into frownes, and that the — 

. . . . . . uc timce 
enuicof his enemie begins to take growth againlt him,ler 
bim then with all conuenient maruririe Jefir an honeſt 
diſmiflion, to depart from the Court, and of himſelfe to 
tay altde his Courtly dignities,rather than to expe&t when 
he ſhall be by others enuioully eie&ted. T herule is this. 
Pr eſt at pr euenire quam praueniri. It is farre better to pre- 
went, than tobe prenented. Which whenſocuer occaſion 
is offered, to prouide for thine honour and reputation, I 
wiſh thee to make good vie of. Bur {incethere is nothing 
inthe Courtof Princes more perillous, or pernicious to 

| Noble Peeres, and great Stateſmen, than are backbiters 
{ andlaunderers. And the affitants and ſuggeſters vnto 
P llaundcr, 
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flaunder, are ignorance, icaloulie, hatred, traps, and tre- 
cherie. Therefore tis not amiſleeuen forthe Prince him- 
ſelte in this reſpe&, to be very aduiledly carefull and cir- 
cumſpett,that ſuch worthy men and wiſe Counſcellours, 
men | ſay of moſt worthie merit & deſert,of their Prince 
and common Wealth,may not by ſuch baſe and ignomi- 
nious men, of whom we haue formerly made mention, 
be ſo inturiouſly detamed, abuted, and cuen Butchered, 
A Princetheretore [hould by all meanes endeuour, leaſt 
by liſtning to backbiters,the perſon accuſed being vtterly 
prohibited ro make anſiere for himfelte, he be not in- 
quilitiue about the controuerſy,nor giue ſentence againſt 
him, vnrill he haue firſt judiciouſly and impartially heard 
the other partie alſo ſpeake for himſelte. 
—ASIFPOWE: Nowan ambitious Courtier is he, who vnderpretence 
Courtie, Ofamplitying and enlarging the royalties and dignities of 
his Prince,in all his ations tollowes the line of his owne 
luſt, diſplaceth his auncient, honeſt, and approued Col- 
legues, or fellow officers, ſubſtituting, and ſuborning q- 
thers, whom he pleaſcth in their places. 

Ifany thing be by the Prince mentioned,or proffered 
tothe Courtier, as touching Matrimony,he [hall doe ve- 
ry vnwilcly, it he refuſe to be directed therein by him. 
Butlet him rather ſo farre incline himlelfe, that he make 
no contratt or agreement, without the good liking, con- 
ſent, and pleaſure of his Prince 3 What good, and how 
great profit may hence ariſe vnto him, no wiſe man but 
may well perceiue, and vnderſtand. 

"IOYE Let the Courticr alſo contemne and ſcorne thoſe ho- 
rect courſes NOUS, WhiICh he cannot attaine vnto, without the perpe- 
wrileio. trating of grolle impietie z tor, as Yiolentum nihil diutur- 
bonou. wu, thing violent is permanent:S0 queltionlefle, what- 

{oeuer 


Of marriage, 
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ſoeneris gotten by wilineſſe and wickedneſſe, can neuer 
be fortunate or durable. Obſerue good Courticr, what 
Is E_—_— repugnant to reaſon, what is wicked, 
what vniuſt,and hate the ſame. And whither 1n time of 
Peace or War, thou enterpriſe any thing, accommodate 
thy wit, thy will, thy power, and policie to the full per- 
formance, and diligent diſpatch thereof. 

And lince theaftayres of great men are very vnſtable, 
anxious, & variable, truſt therefore rather to thine owne 

wer and vertue, than to any others. Let not that moue 
or moleſt thee, which no wiſt man wonders at, that in 
the Court ſometimes illiterate Idiots proue great men. 
Truly it oftentimes comes to paſle, that ſuch as theſe do 
for a ſeaſon, enioy the fauor & friendſhip of their Prince, 
and doe fondly perſ{wade themlelues,that they may free- 
ly without controulment or correftion ſay, or doe any 
> Fm what erethey pleaſe, butalas, they quickly come 
downe, and ſo doe all thoſe that are not ruled by vertue 
and reaſon, but by their owne vile and vitious afteftions, 
adminiftring to themſelues occaſion of their owne de- 
frution, and running headlong into the pit they had 
prepared for others. Conlider theſe things (kind Cour- 
tier ) I aduiſe thee, and when thou ſeeſt ſuch a one plac't 
and grac't aboue thee, though thou doe not approucir, 
yet doe notreliſt, but beare it contentedly. And in the 
znterims, be vigilant and prouident, that baſe fellowes 
make thee not as bad as themlelues, 

Be alwaies inall things very cautelous and circumſpett A cantion for 


rich Cour. 


when thou artto deale with thy Prince, but eſpecially if 7** 


thou be wealthy and rich , leaſt afterward thou be forc't 
to ſay, &to ſay too truly,my village goods &good for- 
tune, wherein I once inebriated my ſelfe haue —_ vil- 
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done mee. This aſſuredly happens to many men,eſpeci- 
ally to Courtiers couerous and delirous of damination 
ouer others, which makes them eſtimate and valew ho 
nour, thame,truth, body,ſoule,and all,but baſeand beg- 
gerly toa kingdome. But theſe I ſay are moſt worthy to 
be dereſted and hated of Princes, and euen to be thruft 
out by th'head and ſhoulders, and vtterly baniſh the 
Court. 

Furthermore, let the Courtier ſo modeftly , wiſely,& 
aduiſed!y , behaue himfelte that as neereas may be, he 
beable to approue and iuſtifie his ations and imploi- 
ments to his Prince; nor let him vndertake any thing ap- 
pooroming tothe Court wherein he lives, his Prince not 

ing acquainted there with; ſo ſhall he repeli and beate 
backe the deadly darts of enuie, which otherwiſe vpon 
light and ſlight occaftons, may be either from his Prince 
orothers leuz1d and ſhot at him. 

Letthe Courtieralſo take heed,thathe wrong not fuch 
a man whoſe brethren or kindred, may iuſtly be feared 


prouoke ro Will be furious and farallreuengers thereof. He thar is in- 


anger and 1- 
dignation, 


iured writes his wrong in marble not in duſt. relilt not 
therefore but beare with patience that which cannot by 
any meanes be altered,be perſwaded that he which yeilds 
rotime, {erues and vbeyes honeſty, and that they doe 
excellently beare their miſtortunes , which wiſely couer 
and concealethem. Magnitie not thy ſelfe, againſtthoſe 
which can ſuppreſleand pull thee downe, and ſtriue nor 
ro ſtand vprighr,there where thou art conſtrained to fall 
downe flat. This one thing remaines, that thou hurt no 
man , but if thou thy ſelte be hurt or moleſted with 
petty imuries , tis farre better contentedly to endure 
them , than with any the leaſt danger to indeauoure to 
repellthem. Againe, 
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Againe, letthe honeſt and religious Courtier whois 
of <quallity in power and authority , indeauour by all 
meanesto eftabliſh vnity and concord, and let him vt- 
terly reie&tand caſt a way all iarres, grudges and ſeedes 
of diſlention , which are indeede more pernicious than 
the tooth ofa fierce dogg, or the ſting of a poyſonous 
Serpent. Lerhimalſo whichattemptetrh or enterpriſeth 
any thing, diſcreetely and prudently, recogitate yea and 
premeditate the ſame,that jo his imployments (ameane 
being cuer obſerued ) may gaine and obtaine a happy 
and hopediſſue or conclulion z for we fhall ſeldome ſee 
a proſperous euent of thoſe thing , which are in confide- 
rately and precipitately attempted : wherefore let him 
againe , and againe, caſt in mind with what counceil 
with what conclulion any thing is to bedone,is to be 
left vndone. 
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Seeing that Courriers ſet councell at ſaile and ſell their a, aqmoniti- 
Princes ſecrets, it were very materiall that he would take to Princes. 


aſpeciall care that nothing at Court might be vendivle, 
and that therby hee open rot a gap toambition and 
corruption. 

More ouer letthe Courtier be very carefull that hee 
ſwell not in heart nor ouer highly lift vp bis head , be- 
cauſe peraduenture he hath abundantly receiued , much 
honour and dignity , from the hands of his benigne and 
bountitull Prince , forir may ſo come to paſle, that all 
thoſe dignities and preferments , which through the 
whole courſe of thy life thou haſt acquired, thou maiſt in 
a moment of tinge, through thine 1ll viage and abuſe 
ſoone loole them, and be vtterly bereaued ofthem, and 
what then; thou ſhalt be thereby the only occalioner,ot 
thine owne vnrecouerable detriment and damage, and 
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giuethine enimies if thou haue any ( as thats not to be 
doubted ) aiuſt cauſe to laugh thee to ſcorne. T hecon- 
troullers of a Court and Tutors of young Princes , muſt 
conniue and winke at ſome matters, inthart their minori- 
ty &tender age,eſpecially ifno man be damnified or hurt 
therby , that in matters of higher import and greater 
conſequence, they may the better rule and reftife them. 

Furthermore becauſe the neceſſity of a mans Country, 
the greatneſſe ofrenowme, and abundance of riches doe 
all require that a courtier ſhould be very forwardly in- 
lined to bring vp horſes, and by how much the more 
noblely , and generouſly minded a man is : ſo much the 
more willingly doth he ſpare no coſt , vpon a beaſt ofa 
ſtout ſtamacke, tratable to be trained vpto warre,and fit 
for the defence of his perſon. T herefore I ſay the Cour- 
ticr ſhould not be pinching & ſparing, but moſt forward 
& ready,in the buying & bringing vp of ſuch a Bealt,e(j 
ecially if he perceiue his Prince to be delighted witht 
view &exerciſe ofthe moſt generous ſtouteſtand ſtateli- 
eſt Horſes. What needes many words? he muſt not only 
traine vp horſes, but himſelte oftentimes backe them & 
exerciſe his body to riding. For aſſuredly that of Criſa- 
neas in Xenophons fourth Pediais very remarkeable and 
worthy obſeruation , who ſo highly commended the 
cunning and skilfullneſſe of riding of horſes, that he 
thought aſſuredly he could fly likea bird , had be bin a 
good horſe man ; and certainely this Horſe-riding isa 
warrelike exerciſe and moſt befiting a Prince or Noble 
Peere. R 
Tothis purpoſe alſo we read in Plutarch, that 1ulzus 
C eſar was 10 exquilite and (kilfull a rider, euen from his 
childhood, that turning both his hands behind him to 


his 
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his backe, he would oftentimes ve to pur his Horſe to 
the moſt furious & [wiftelt Carreers that poſhbly might 


be 


It 


if againe, thy Prince take eſpeciall delight in hunting, Theprayſeef 


doe thou alſo (kind Courtier) highly allow of the ſame, une: 


and let neither labour, cold, no nor the loue of thy wife 
at home withhold thee from it. Heare what Cicers (ayes 
to this purpole, Tuſc: 2ueſt. 2. Conſuetudimis is magna 
e#t, pernettant venatores in nine, in Montibus ſe ors 
patiuntur, Great ( ſaith he) 7s the power of Cuſtome or ex- 
erciſe, it inureth Hunters to watch all night in the Snow, and 
$0 ſcorch and burne themſelues by day in the Sunne,onthe hie 
Mowntaines. And no maruaile, for, Hunting is an exer- 
cile, as pleaſant, as profitable, and commendable. 

The Spartans in times paſt vied to inſtru their youth 
therein. And it was an auncient cuſtome and practice a- 
monglt the Remanes, to exerciſe their young men, not 
onely to handle their weapons, to ride horſes, and ſuch 
like, buteuen to hunting and running of Races, to exer- 
ciſe the agilitic, and the nimbleneſle of their bodies : For 
this laborious kinde ofexercife, puts vigor into the ten- 


der minds of young men, it corroborates their ſtrength, 


accuſtomes them to courageand fortitude,increaſerhrhe 
powers and faculties both of the bodie and minde, yea, 
and it eſpecially cauſeth nimbleneſle and patience to en- 
dure many brunts and difficult exigents. 

This is the exerciſe which very much preſerues the 
health of the bodie, and amongſt Noble and renowned 
Princes, begets much honour and reputation,&this doth 
that moſt acute and ingenuous Poet, in his Epiſtles 
plainely ratifie. 


P 4 Romants 


The (onrt of King Fames. 
= ſolenne iris opus, tile fameviteh, Of 
AM ts. 


the Romanes Hunting was a game, 
For pleaſure, health, and mirth of noble fame. 


Since therefore not onely in auncient times, but cuen 
in theſe our dayes, moſt potent, and magnificent Kings 
and Princes haue cuen from their child-hood moſt dely- 
rouſly and with wonderfull commendation vſed and 
delighted in this noble exerciſe ; thoſe Courtiers doe not 
mifle the marke, which indeuour to imitate their Prince 
in ſo famous and worthy a recreation, and with all dil- 
gence vic it, and takeeſpeciall delight in it. Neither may 
[ wrong this ſo excellent an exerciſe, as with filence to 
paſſe ouerthenotable effes thereof, namely, that the 
Prince, or any other honourable Courtier, \birns his 
mindand thoughts bulied, nay, euen ouerwhelmed with 
the various waues of cares, &diſtrating encumbrances, 
may euenin the midſt of theſe ouerflowing floods of 
trouble and moleſtation, relaxate and recreate himſelfe 
with hunting. For, whois ſo Stoick or ſtone-like, as that 
Mm the very purſuit, and chaceofthe Deere, Yea, and in 
the ſtriking and piercing thereof, may not with great 
boldneſleand alacritie, with the Liricke Poet ſay; 


Luis non malarum, quas amor cur as habet, 
Hec inter obliuiſcitur ? 


What's be whors loues or labours-cares ſo fright, 
As, once to mind them, in ſo much delight ? 


Nay, to whom Ipray you is itnota remedic againſtall 
his 
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his grinding and deuouring troubles, it with 4/canius z 


Medy's nunc vallibus acri 

Gaudet equo, iamg, hoscurſu,tam pr eterit illos, 
Spumaniemg, dart, pecora interniertia, votis 
Optat Apri,aut fuloum deſcendere monte Leonew. 


'  Amidit thepleeſant ſhadey Yales and Dales, 
He be well mounted on a ſtately Steed, 
Out-runs the beſt which in the Race preuailes, 
Or with his blade makes foaming Boares tobleed; 
Or from the Mountaines meets 4 Lyon ſtrons, 
m with his Sword he vowes tolay along. 


This then is the ſumme of all we haue ſayd hereof, 
namely, that the auncient Romanes had hunting in eſpe- 
ciall vie and exerciſe, as a certaine we-wwerua, Preludium, 
or Introdu&ion vnto Martiall Prowef/e. Touching which 
matter hethat deſires to know more, let him read Cicero. 
lib. 2. De natura Deorum, toward the latter end thereof. 
There ſhall the Courtier finde ſuch things as are not by 
any meanes to be condemned or contemned by any wile 
or diſcreet Courtier, eſpecially when he ſhall perceiue 
chat his Prince is ſo highly delighted with ſo noble and 
maieſticall a paſtime, which as was aforeſayd,doth won- 
derfully augment and increaſe the ſtrength, and manly 
vigour of the bodie and minde ; Wherefore Saluſt is not 
worth the liſtning vnto in this regard, whothough other- 
wiſe a moft renowned, flouriſhing,and politicke Author, 
and relator of the affayres of Rome, yer ſeemes to liken 
_—_—_ Countrie huſbandrie, and other ſeruile exer- 

es. | 
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Concerning trauaile into other Kingdomes or Nati- 
ons, I ſay thus much, thar-it is very vſetull and neceſlary 
for a Courtier, for the time to come ; the reaſon- is both 
waiphtie and.iuſt-: For, firſt by this meanes, he vnder- 
ſtanding the cuſtomes and conditionszof other Nations, 


by experimentall knowledge and much. vſe, -he.growes 


more cautelous and circumſpectt ouer himſelte, he there- 
by allo isinſtructed-in the knowledge: ot tongues, and 
{hall behold ( as it were) the mirrour or looking glafle of 
all mortallmen, and both diſcerne and learne many moſt 
importantand profitable matters, out of the ſtrange va- 
rictie of Nations, andtheir manners and conditions. I 
doubt not, but there aremany-of a-cleane contrary opi- 
nion,who certainly 1n mine opinion are not inthis cale to 
be credited, for it. we doe compare one thing with ano- 
ther, whatexcellent knowledge and experience [hall he 
flefle, both ofaftayres, culiomes,and tongues, beyond 
im which neuer ſaw any others, than ſuch as himlclte, 
norere lookt farther than his Fathers cotrage, or into his 
owne Pariſh Church Trauaile therefore cannot queſti- 
anlefle bur.be very. profitable and neceſlary for a Cour- 
tier, yea, far any generous oringenuouſly educared gen- 
tleman wharſocuer,eſpecially it it be ordered and vnder- 
raken, not one]y tor priuate pleaſure and delight,bur for 
apublike profitand vrilitie, 

1 he prudent Courtier to-whom this wholſome coun- 
ſellmay be efteRuall;& who can be with Yiyes, mawutmr, 
a Protes, to temporize or frame himſelte to all times, 
manners, and conditions, may contemplate; ſearch our, 
and tearne the conditions, or-manners of men,.and the 
{ciruation of many Townes and Citties, that is; he may. 
pertetly vnderitand, and truly know, how to trauaile 

with 
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with fruitfull commoditie. Now then that Courtier 
which is fraught and furnitht with, ſuch experience, I 
thinke cannot ealily diſrobe himlſelfe of that due, true, 
2nd auncient obſeruance, whole. grace and excellent 
comelineſle eyer takes place, leaſt by negligent remiſſe- 
neſt, a way.be opened and made readie to others, cuen 
vpſtarts, to aſcend the ſteps to dignitie and honour be- 
fore him : Out of this ware-houle, or rather ſweet ſtrea- 
ming ſpring, the Courtier may both exhauſt, and learne 
to thwart and crofle the counſels of his craftie enemie, 
and to retort the Darts and Arrows which were dire&ted 
againſt him, into the face of their enuious Archer. 

This caution is in this place very pertinent and vſe- 
full, becauſe-that notwithſtanding thou maiſt perceiue 
and (ce into the crafts and ſubtilties of thine aduerſaries 
in Court, yet itis not conuenient alwayes to diſcloſe or 
diſcouer them, but farre better wiſely to ditlemble,couer 
and conceale them vnto ſome fitter time,which occaſion 
may happily adminiſter vnto thee. 

Now alſo { kind Courtier ) touching wanton, wan- Ofiaſciuions 
dring,and vnlawtull loue,receiue ſome admonitions,but 7" "onion 
as briete as may be... Auoid it, I ſay ( kind Courtier ) by 
all meanes auoid it, wouldit thou know the reaſon, one 
is not ſufficient, Ile giue thee more. Firſt,thy fame is ther- 
by confounded,thy riches'or ſubſtance is cherby(as with 
a ſpunge){uckt vpand drawne dry,thy repurarion,name, 
and ſhame is left ro thepleaſure;fancie,and will of awo- 
ran, and the vigour, vertue, and worthinelſe ot wit is vt- 
terly loſt. Prectily faith Plautrs to this purpole, Yor ſum, 
thi non (um : vbi non ſym, ihieft animus, cum amant is anima- 

ſum re amata Where 1 am, lamnot : where 1 am not, yet 
there my mind remaines, when the Layers mind-is on the' 


Q 2 thins 


The (ourt of Ring Fame. 
thing beloued. Heare I pray theegood Courtier, and be- 
leeue this one thing, he was no vaine, idle,or adle headed 
fellow, neither did he ſinga meere fiction, or fained tale, 


whoere he was thartlefttheſe verſes in writing ; 


Lnicung, illefuit puerum qui finxit Amorem, 
Nonne put as mir a5 hune habuiſſe manu, 

Is primum wvidit fine ſenſu Vinere amantes, 
Et leuibus curis multa perire boxa. 


Whoſe Fidtion fere it was that loues 4 lad, 

O,what ſtrange hands,1 pray,deo'ſt thinke he had ? 
For, firſt he ſees how Louers ſenceleſſe line, 

And how ſlight griefes, him from much good doe drive. 


This is certainely moſt true, and therefore if thou de- 
fire a ſalue for this ſore, and to ſee or to ſeeke an end of 
kwd Loue, take and make vie of this counſell. 


Ceait amor rebus, res age FEM CN 1. 


Flieidleneſſe and Copid hathno might, 
Yſe exerciſe, and hee le be put to flight. 


Anoid idlenefle therefore, whichthou mailt eaſily doe, 
Tehetole- finceations of honeſt and landable employmenes can 
_ neuer be wantingin aCourt; if any man mifdeeme or 
cenſure the wortt of thee, letit be rhy care to depel} and 
put from thee his finiſter ſuſpicion, and to conuince the 
care and feare wherein thou waſt, the moſt artifictall 
meanes hereof is viingall affabilitie in h, flickering 
emicenmets, and prelenting honoutable gifts. For, - 

whi 
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which will ouercome his enemies, with leaſt detrimene 
or danger, and moſtaſſurance of ſafetie, muſt with many 
benefits, faire promiſes,and ſuch like artillery,aſſaultand 
vanquilh him. Neither is this counſell caulel-fle ; for, 
vnder corre&ion be it ſpoken, All Courtiers are eyther 
by nature ſo formed, or by education ſo addicted, that 
they hold ita ſpeciall poynt of wiſedome, or policie at 
leaſt ro couerand coullour their hatred with falſe, fained, 
and faire concealments, and thereby doe oftentimes pur 
forth and proffer their hand,to thole whom in their hearr 
they hate, and giue them the moſt ſmooth and glauering 
termes they can deuiſe, without any true or {incereinten- 
tion.I may ealily confirme what I here afhrme,by a moſt 
probable and obſcruable example. T hat triple headed 
Cerberus, ofinhumaine Tyranny,Caligula, Claudius,and 
Nero, hauing deſtroyed many famous and moſt vertuous 
men ; whoſe crueltte and Butcheric a certaine auncienr, 
and graue Courtier hauing wiſely and very ſubtilly auot- 
ded and eſcaped.and it betng demanded by what meanes 
he amongſt ſo many eſcaped ſuch and ſo many ineuita- 
ble dangers, and traps of their tyranny,his anfwere was, 
by often enduring inturies,and by ſhewing himſelfe moſt 
thanketull, though he had ſmall cauſe for the ſame. Ler 
the Courtier by all means follow his footſteps,& though 
he live not in the Court of any tyrannicall King, yet 
though he reſide and abide in the Court of a moſt cour- 
teous and juſt Prince, let him either ſo fit and prepare 
himſelfe, as that he may be alwayes readie to ſwallow 
downe, and diſgeſt many, yea, any moleſiations and dil- 
contents, orelſe let him without delay depart from the 
Court, as moſt vnhit to liue therein. The reaſon — 
kelle why many Courtiers doe make no progreſle in their 
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proceedings, hath no other originall than becauſe their 
hopes are dubioufly & diuerlly diſtrafted, and vnlſettled 
inthat they cleaue not fhirmely to ſome Patrop or Protec- 
tour of them, and their fortunes. Bur be thou ( kind 
Courtier ) prudent and abſtinent, as alſo moſt confident 
that vertue is moſt valiant and inuincible being vnited to 
alirong adherent. And doubtleſle tis farre better, to 
combine and conioyne himſelfe , wich ſome Primate or 
chiefe Peere as his Patrone and to follow him, then to be 
a tollower of many and yet hirmely afte&ted of none,cer- 
tainely as hes no where which is euery where, ſo queſtt- 
onlefle,he that ſerues & ſeeks after many,thall not ſoid- 
ly or ſincerely finde any;for that which is diuerſe and ſe 
perate cannot chuſe bur be feeble and very deſperate, 
Let the Courtierneuer be obuious or oppolire to the 
pleaſurs of his Prince,ſo they be honeſt and warrantable, 
Not to be op- for otherwiſe he may quickly fall from the fauourand af- 
polirero his feCtion of his Prince,& in vaine does a man ſtriueagainlt 
Prince. the ſtreame. And certainely a man muſt ſometimes 
yeild & ſubmitto time, place, and the perſon,of friends: 
yea,he thathues with his Superiors had not need to con- 
rend and ftrivebutto winke & conniue at many marters 
and rather ſometimesto looſe his owne right , than with 
| doſtlabour,or rather eminent danger to conteſt or con- 
rend with his Prince or ſuperior. And yet as I haue for- 
merly ſaid, this is to be confidered with this Preu4ſo that 

it beſo farre forth, as he may with a ſafe conſcience, e 

cuſc himſelfec and the renowne of his Prince. | 
Furthermore ſome other impious and ignominious 
Courtiers, hauea tricke to try their fortunes, and to 
hunt afrer the fauour and affeRion of thei? Prince by be- 
ing moſt inquilitiue to ſearch, and tinde out, thoſe with 
44 whom 
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whom they vnderſtand the Prin Ling 
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may moſt malitiouſly and pernitiouſly , accuſe themt6d 
their Prince with vniuſt accuſations, intamious lyes,and 
{landerous imputations ; examples heereof are extant 
both auncientand moderne in Germany, France, Spaine, 
and els where,but that which was moſt conſpicuous and 
ſenitble to Seneca is moſt memorable. 

Ifin the Court, the Prince haue 2. 2. or morein ſul 

ncefor ſuch and ſuch matters of ill demeanor, let ſuch 
then as will ſhew themſe)uzs wiſe, intermit and leaue off 
frequent conference & much priuate talke or whiſpering 
amongſt themſelues; which if they doe not they may 
chance toad fuel! rothe fier,or put flax intro the flame; 
& farre better itis to ceaſe & allwage, then to foſter and 
increaſe the icloulie and (uſpition of the Prince; for, fince 
as hath formerly bin touchr, the ſuſpicious man is molt 
commonly deceiued;why may not a Prince alſo erreand 
be deceiucd, in his ſuſpicrous imagination ; which his er- 
ror I could wilh that thou { kind Courtier ) wouldeſt be 
the cauſe to diſcouer , vnlelle by thy wiſdome and vp- 
right dealings, thou canſt opeiily and boldly annihilate 
the impulliue or primary cauſe thereof. 


Uiieuyc. E 


119 


Let the Courtier addi& himſelfe vnto, and decke him- Thee otci- 


ſelfe with vrbanity and moſt ciuill demenour, and be fur- 


uill and curic- 
cus bchaul 


nilhed with merry pleaſant and witty conceits in his con- eur, 


ference or talke, but lethim by all meanes auoid both in 
ieſtandinearneſt, all quippicall taunrs-and fatiricall bi- 
ting tearmes. For, hee which indeauours and deliresto 
urchaſe and procure the beneuolent reſpe& of others 
by rudenet{c ruſticity and barbaritie of ſpeech, doth ra- 
ther dilcouer his owne fimaplicity , than any ſmooth or 


facile bumanity,but that which isneatly and trimly con- 
Q 4 triued,, 
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. 1 + «-» «-urxrae the truite ofa witty inuentiondoth 
fiolt delight and recreate the hearers,and is more ſound- 
ly and ſooner approued of by thy iudgement ofthe moſt 
indiffcrent, wherefore let thy ow ieſts and witty ſpee- 
ches be gracefulland honeſt , not bitter or biting ſcoffs 
not delivering the bare truth of things, which indeede 
were an occalion to bite to the quicke,the party touched 
therein. Let the Courtier alſo put farre from him all 
Clowniſhneſſe which in ieſting and merriment fhewes 
but a dull wit and {lowneſle, yea is very vnſauory and 
meerely fooliſhneſſe. Let him no lefle fer packing all 
Scarrility or ſaucy and malapert derifion , which mirth 
is very ſhamefull and vnſeemely. Finally let bim 
hate asa capitall enemie, vnciuill ſnapiſhnetle, which 
alſoin merriment is no better then dogged ſnarling, and 
virulentor enuious biting. 

T he faults and offences of impriſoned, m incarcerated 
Courtiers are not tobe extenuarea by any others in the 
Court, but are to be buryed at leaſt , inthe depth of ſt- 
lence, & not mentioned at all by them.Neither yet muſt 
they priuily whiſper, or — openly, that ſuch men 
are blamelefle and innocent, whom for enuy hatred and 
diſpleaſure, they apparently percetue to be impriſoned : 
For certainely if it be our humaine condition to erre, and 
to be apt to lip by naturall infirmitie, euen the Prince 
himſelte being violently carried away with a certain pre- 
cipicate heedleſneſle ,and heat of ſpirit, may in ſome one 
caſe or other commit an errour, yet notwithſtanding he 
is not bound to giue an accomptthereofto any priuate 
or particular Courtier whatſocuer. Let not the Courtier 
therefore ralhly, and incon(iderately mifcenſure, or dif- 
allow what his Prince may be plcaſed to like of & allow. 

Let 
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"Let him not excuſe or account ſuch a man as guiltleſle, 
whom his Prince doth accuſe and condemne as puiltic 
of ſome notorious or publike gffence # Princes haue 
\ their ſecrets, which who ſo ere dares or delires to peepe 
or pry into {hall hardiy be tree from danger, and giue 
molt palpable and apparant ſignes of his groſfe impru- 
dence. In this caſe therefore let the Courtier be very cau- 
telous & circumſpeR,that he diue not too deepe into this 
dangerous gulfe, but chat he keepe neerer the ſhore, and 
that he wiſely conceale much more than he {hall dareto 
reueale, and that he depreſle and keepe in what he ſhould 
not expreſſe ; yea,let this be the period of all,thar filence 
is a late & ſure reward ro him which imbraceth the ſame. 

Though peraduenture the Courtier may perceiue, that , 
heis vilipended, and not much reſpe&ed{ or regarded of |; 
bis Prince, yet let him very aduiſedly take heed , that he 
expreſle not the leaſt ſemblance or appearance of indig- 

' nation ordiſcontent againſt him,but let him euery where 
carry himſelfe with all lignes of obſequious obſeruance. 
He may freely thinke whatſocuer he pleaſeth, for (as our 
Engliſh Prouerbe ſayes ) thought i free ; but let him take 
heed that he ſpeake not openly, what he hath in his heart | 
concelued priuily. 

In matters alſo of pietie and Religion, the Courtier, 
ſhall doe exceeding wilely,it he ſuperficially meddle not ble himſelfe 
with too nice inquilition after vnprofitable and vnneceſ- 2Þourmar- 
fary things,as about the innouation or alteration of Phra-1,,;Qn, © 
ſes in the ſacred Scriptures, yea, and let him endeuourto 
preuent all ſuch like aRions, that hee may ſhew hee ap- 
proues not the lejutie and jnconſtancie of ſuch vaine and 
fleeting fellowes, by anſwering and ſubſcribing ro their 
conditioas, and thereby ſhew himſeltea companion and 
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copartner in their vabeſeeming curiolitie. I would not 
(good Courtier)that thou ſhouldſt be too ſtriftly bound 
with this indifloluble bond oft Religion, from which 
thou mailt calily vntieand vnlole thy ſelte, without the 
prop and protetion of others thy teachers and inſtruc- 
tors. And that this admonition 1s not friuolous or 
truicleſſe,the vnhappie times of our Foretathers,yea, and 
this preſent and molt turbulent time in the Zow-Conpn- 
tries, doth moſt truly teſtifie. 
If any diſcord and dillentions happen in the Court, 
tet the courtly Chaplarne be very ſedulous to appeaſe and 
qualihethe ſame; to reconcile them as brethren, to ad- 
monith themas men, to reprehend and reducethem as 
wandcrers, and going aſtray, and*with the ſauory and 
wholſome {weetneſle of courtelie and gentleneſle to dif- 
{clue and bring to nought the arguments of the oppo- 
acnts, not to increaſe wrath, but to make peace and ap» 
peaſe wrath, nor to foſter tation amongſt the contenri- 


- ous, butto lull it alleepe, yea, into a dead fleepe, thar it 


may nor be eaiily awakned againe. Finally, not to plant 
the yong {prigs, or to ſow the ſeeds of litigious diſcord, 
& grudging berweene them, bur with the {tickle & [word 
of Gods word, to ſupplant and eradicate the ſame. Cer- 
tainely fuch an Ecc]elialticall Courtier will hereby appa- 
rently approuc indeed, that he is the Diſciple of that 
great Doctour, that he followes the footſteps,and treads 
the pathes of that fruitfull Paſfor,which ance ſayd, Peace 
( 07 Diſcord ) be vaio you. Wherefore as that Prince of 
the Celeſtiall Palace did eſpecially loue Peace, and line in 
peace ; ket vs alloin this vale and dale of teares, in this. 
mani{pa of miſery and mortalitie,do the ſame and berhe' 
ſame, In tae occupation and polleſhun of Kingdomes 
and 
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and Prouinces, it is no ſmall aduantage for a Souldier to 
make vie ofa well ſpoken Prelare, or Preacher of the 
Court, for if he be one thar is excellently Kheroricall, and 
ſubtiJl of ſpeech and arguing, he {hall atſuredly doe much , RA 
more good thereby than a Souldier by his weapons in A 
warre, I he ations of thoſe molt tattious /eſwitcs in the 
ſiege at Pars, and obtaining and taking in of the King- 
dome of Bohemia, by George Podtbradis ratifies and con- 
firmes the truth hereof, who forall bis taire and ſmooth 
tales had neueratraind or enioyd the end of his delires, 
it he had not v{'dthe vaileand vizard of Relizzon,& made 
Roikiranus the Prieſt his ſpokeſman in the butineſle, Fre- 
quent examples alla may we finde in other Kingdomes, 
and Nations, which here-I willingly let paſle, bur this 
counſell although indeed it may peraduenture take et- 
fe, yer for all that if any ſhould demand of me whither 
ſuch a proie& were to be practiſed, or prayle worthy,my 
an{were ſhould be, that ſuch council 1s not alwayesto 
be adminiſtred to a Prince, by a pious, religious, and 
honeſt Courtier. | 

T his queſtion alſo hath beene vrged by ſome prudent Artand Na- 
Courctiers, namely,whither a Courtier furnithed with ex, © 
cellent naturall parts be to be preferred before him which 
is adorned with Arts and Sciences, without the former, 
Truly, to ſpeake with Hippocrates, [1nd optimum quod 
4 natura; That is beſt, which is eſtabliſhed and pexfeſted by 
Nature. Nature alwayes wotkes more perteRtly ; and as 
another {ayes by a cenaine imbred and (ecret'Law,is aole 
to take reuenge. Theſethings ſurely we mult necd) ay, 
and ho'd for truch. And yet-we doe nor vtterly repulace 
that 4xiome,asathing ofno import or conteguence, .trs 
certior dux oft ; Art is 4 more ſare and c:rta142 Gar, 
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The Courtier which hath ſpent the flouriſhing ſpring 
"FAR time,and Summer of his Age inthe Court,and which al- 
wer to follow 1 by the gracious aſpe& andreſpet of his Prince, hath 
the Court. atcheiued much honour, wealth, and dignitie, muſt not 
for light and ſlight occaſions relinquiſh the Court, bur if 
ſo be that the times proue dangerous, it his trauailes and 
paine, be ouer-great and grieuous ; Finally,it ſickneffe or 
ſuch like, doe iuſtly moue and admonilh him to another 
kind of life, let him honeftly & diſcreetly defire a diſmi(- 
fion from the Courrt,rather than to change the continued 
courſe of his life, with a too ſuddaine or ſcarce honeſt 
and ſeaſonable alteration. 

Ofentringin- Let the wiſe Courtier induſtriouſly and diligently con- 
to familiarity. {1der in mind, whom and whata one he is whom he en- 
tertaines in to intimate ſoctetie and familiaritie, yea, into 
his adminiſtration and feruice. Touching thy Friend 
Oftcienss, ( kind Courtier)this is my aduice, thatthou be not ouer- 
haſtie in making choice of him,and whom thou haſt cho- 
ſen doenot raſhly put from thee. Now herein there is 
need of ſound iudgement, and curious choice, for if we 
will credit the Comedian, Pawci &x multis amici ſunt homi- 
ni quicerti ſient, There are but a few friends among? many, 
that are truly faithful to their Friend. Finally, let that 
friend beneere and deere vnto thee, whom vertue and 
paritie of honeſt qualities and conditions, hath congluti- 

nated and knit vnto thee, | 4 
Oflernantsor Now alſo concerning thy Seruant, thou muſt ſedu- 
aendants. Joufly take heed,and ceriouſly thinke vpon thar prouerbe 
as true as auncient, :Qnot ſeruos habemus totidem habemus 
hoſtes, Looke how many ſeruauts we haue, ſo many enemies 
wehaue. Let no man therefore too fatre truſt his Ser- 
nant, nor be ſo conceited, that he can heartily louethee, 
which 
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which ſerues thee more for feare then affection; And 
what man is he which is ignorantand knowes not, that 
there areand haue bin many men, who inſtead ofa faith- 
full freend and ſeruant, haue found a faichlefle and mer- 
cenary hired witnelle againſt them, yea a traitor vnto 
them? wherefore the wiſe Courtier had need to beſtow 
no little care and paines taking heerein.But let him eſpe- x, ,.x. peeg 
clally rake heed,that if at a fealt or banquet or elſe where offeruants in 
hecintend to ſpeake ſomewhat more freely then ordina- Matters on 
ry ofany matter whatſoeuer,let him as neere as poſſibly © * 
may be, exclude his ſeruants from the hearing thereof 3 
For,how many diſcommodities & inconueniences thoſe 
Courtiers haue incurred, which haue heerein been re- 
mifle and carelefle, is Iam ſure, ſo ſure and certainely 
knowne,as that there needes not any prootes thereof by 
{ſuperfluous or needleſle relations. 
. Thoſe Courtiers by how much the morepotent and 
powerfull they arein regard of their Princes tauour , and 
aftetion toward them, are for the moſt part ſo much the 
more hated and contemned of others , vnleſle they haue 
fortified that fauour and afleftion, with {ingular kind- 
neſle and affabilitie in themſelues. Certainely it any re- 
medie may be found againſt this mallady,or it their be a- 
ny liquidity or moyſture,which can extinguith orat lea: 
diminiſh this furious flame of enuie ; it is the {weet tuyce 
of gentleneſle & courtelte. Memorable & remarkable is 
that which A/phonſus,that moſt renowned King of Ar- 1ehis 
ragon was wont to ſay:Canibrus frendentibus proyciendum good Cour- 
ej/e fruitum panis. Thou muſt caſt a peece of bread to a ſnar- "+ 
ling dogg, inlinuating and lignifying that wrathfull out- 
ragtous and enuious people,muſt be pleaſed and appea- 


fed by ſmooth humanity , and that they cannot by any 
R 3 meancs 
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meanes be pacified , with bitterneſſe and rough dealing 
( kind Courtier ) Idefire thee therefore to obſerue and 
ro follow thetra&, and trace of that moſtnoble King. 

Princes newly eſtabliſhed, haue for the moſt part hiti- 
gious ſcruants, and contentious officers : and common- 
ly they vie to contend arid ſeperate themſelues into di- 
uerſe tations for chiefe place and priority in their con- 
rentions : In this regard, [ aduile and counſell the Cour- 
tier,that he take heed of thoſe, who for their owne ad- 
uantageand profitlike «#/ops baſe and rurne-coat Batrs, 
doeleane ſometimeto this fa&ion ſometimes to thar. 
But concerning neutrallity we haue already deliuered 
our opinion. 

Although the Prince may in his owne peculiar loue 
and aftetion, haue made choice of the Courtier, yet let 
him, all this notwithſtanding , indeuour to procure vnto 
himſelte an honeſt and faithtull propitious Patren , who 
may ſtill kindle and increaſe the fier ofhis Princes atfec- 
tion, to his farther telicity, fauoar, and welfare: now in 
the interim letthe Courrier little or nothing regard how 
hee be eſtimated , or accounted ot by others, eſpecially 


the vulgar ſort, ſo that his Prince, by whom he may be 


promoued , and aduanced to dignitie and honour, doe 


approue and duely praiſe his fidellitie, painfullneſſe and 


induſtrie. excellent and very conſiderable is that which 
is recorded of Stexen King of Polonia, of whom it 1s re- 
ported that he ſhould ſay , to Caſtelanw at thattime his 
high Chancellor , ſtanding by him according to the fa(h- 
107 and cuſtome of his anceſtors , Faciam wt brext poſſ is 
ſedere, I will mike thee ſhortly fit downe by mce. Eſteeme as 


nothing therefore ( kinde Courtier ) others that would 


ſeeme to pull thee downe, ſolong as thy Prince intends 
| £0 
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to promote and preferre thee ; feare not I ſay, if(maugre 
all the malice of any others ) thy Prince be pleaſed to ſet 
thee downe by him, who [ately didſt but ſtand,attending 
on him. 

Concerning veſtures and apparel, I aduiſe thee(kinde Of apparell, 
Courter ) let it not be thy leatt care, for it may ecalily be 
that either by exceſle or defe&therein,may be ingendred 
and occalioned either thy prayſe or diſpraytc, obſcrue 
ris alſo, rhatthou follow ſuch a habit, apparell, conſul- 
tations,and ations,as may bring credit and commenda- 
tion to thee, and breed enuic in thine emulators. _ 
. Thisallo ts the true nature and propertie of Court-lyers, a (cer of 
that when they once begin; firſt a fiying and vnfairhtull licsin:be 
rumouris ſpread abroad, which by flying farther, like a -*** 
ſow-ball rowld in the ſnow,growes bigger and bigger, 
rhen ſome others, not of the meaneſt but higheſt ranke 
and order, athrme and auouch it, which thereupon is di- 
vulged,promulgeared, and made common in the mouiths 
ofall men, and by this meanes, doe blabbing and lying 
Coartters beguile & delude the credulous common peo- 
ple. This vndoubtedly is euidentenough, and more than 
ſuthciently apparent to all, which we might by moſt cx- 
preſſe and fairhfull examples more liuely illuſtrate, bur 
that examples of this kind arealwayes moſt odious. 

W heretore I will nowgoe forward,and here I alſo ad- ,, _ 

. . "» — . IIT CAC 

viſe the Courrier, that it is not ſuthcient, that he be voyd cu;mu 
of all vices, and free from foul enormities,and groſle de- t1ut we, 
formiries, vnlefle he be adorned & beautified with thoſe 
vertues, whereby dignirtie, grace, and authoritic, may be 
purchaſed. Let him nor therefore be carelefle of his 
tame & good name, .not couetous of ocher mens goods, 
bur honeſtly ſparing,and thrittic of whatis his owne,and 
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a _—_— keeper and maintainer of 'the common 
ood. | 
7 _ The Courtier being aduanced and extolled to ſome 
earl great and egregious height of honour, and dignitie, and 
lentaffayres, 1nthe abſence ot his Prince being (as it were ) prelident 
his Prince gr nrincipall Agent, inan intricate employment, and af- 
being abſent, P P ; P - 
faires of great conſequence, being alfo deſirous to fru- 
ftrate the expeRation of the common people ; lince heis 
not in himſelte able to bridle, curbe, and keepe them vn- 
der, when they vniuſtly importune the death, capriuirie, 
or impriſonment of any one,let him wiſely diſſemble his 
anger and diſpleaſure, and let him athrme and proteſt, 
that he will do more good for them than they delire,and 
thereby {hall he in the #nterim ſet the innocent party at 
libercie, from vndeſerued danger and calamitie. This 
kind of Art or ſubtiltie, whenſoeuer ,opportunitie admi- 
niſters occaſ10n thereunto,is very highly to be commen- 
ded in a Court. 
Ofdiſputati- Now tke pious, prudent,and intelligent Courtier ſhall 
__ ons1In mat- . x" . n 
tersofReli- doeexceeding well, to ſollicite and moue his Prince, that 
gion; he would not frequently permit publike diſputations, or 


altercations in matters of Religion, the caſe is plaine 


Nam ſcruare modum laus eſt, nimiumg, mouends, 
In dubium trahitur religioſa fides. 


A meaſure is prayſe-worthy ; but true Faith 
Oft mou'd, remou'd, doubtfull aiſturbance hath. 


Doe not thoſe examples which we haue in that famous 
Empire of Germapy, in Fraxce, and ſome of the Prouinces 


of the Low Countries atthis day, ratifie and contirme 
R this 
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this truth ? How many Oceans of euill and 779/an-milc- 
ries, haue flowed trom this fountaine ? Alas, forſooth e- 


uery illiterate water-man, and paltry Porter muſt now a- 


daies proue a diſputant,mult be ſhewing forth the ſuper- 
facies,and OE of his wit and wilineſle, and mult firſt 
teach, before he himlſelfe haue ere learned, or bin taught, 
and all theſe notwithſtanding ( ſhame and forrow tis to 
ſpeake it ) they themſclues doe vtterly neglett to live pi- 
ouſly , ſoberly, and vprightly. Gaine they not a goodly 
commendation ? Get they not I pray a huge harueſt, and 
a copious crop of plierie, and religion thereby. O light 
leaues voyd of fruit ! O ſmoakie ſhaddow without any 
true ſubſtance ! Wherefore let the Courrier be ſuch a lo- 
uer ofpictie and true Religion, that he may be a ſpeciall 
means to his Prince,that refratory and obſtinate irregu- 
lar men, may by hisauthoritie be forc't and conſtrain'd 
to liue in order and true obedience. 

Let the honeſt Courtier be cuer of this honeſt minde, 


and neuer lethim deſtreor endeuour to filh with the fro- = 


ward in the waters of wilful obſtinacy,contention,or diſ- 
ſention. And indeed whar other effects doth difference 
in Religion bring forth, but that euen ſubiedts alſo be at 
variance and vtter defiance one with another. Let the 
Courtier I ſay, vnderitand and know this, let him freely 
and faichfully put his Prince in mind of this, namely,that 
this Anchor cannot ſo ealily be moued, but that the 
whole ſhipoft the Common- wealth mult needs be remo- 
ued, and aſſuredly I am perfwaded, that hatred for the 
moſt part doth inhabite the hearts of the common peo- 
ple ( through difſention and difference in Religion ) to- 
wards thoſe whom they hold and cſteeme either-per- 


uerſe or aduerſetherein;nor be they afraid to doe harme 
and 
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and iniurie tothoſe whom they imagine & ſuppoſe here- 
by to hurt euen God himlſelte. 

Now whenſoeuer the Courtier conferres with his 
Prince, concerning theſe and ſuch like matters of great 
moment, let him endeuour to vſe a reuerent, refpe&iue, 
and moderate kind of ſpeech, and not vncomely or vn- 
ſeemely alter his countenance : For, doubtleſle ſuch a 
kind of geſtureand demeanor cannot bur be very accep- - 
table, delightfull, and forcible ina prudent Prince, yea, 
and thereby thou ſhalr (as it were ) cuen ſer before him 
a mirrour or looking glaſle, wherein to contemplate,and 
behold thy modeſt mind, andſ{weete conuerſation. 

It is almoſt vnutterable, how much ir concernes euery 
Courtier to be, both by nacurall diſpolition, and artifict- 
all acquiſition, faſhion'd and made hit in the alluring and 
delighting men with his externall carriage and behauiour. 
Whoſocuer therefore is by the goodneſle of Nature or 
Art beſt garniſhed and furniſhed herewith, and can with 
ſpeedie expedition bring his affayres to aperfe&tend and 

|l concluſion; Such a Courtier whenſoeuer occalion 
is offred wherein he may without all 7hraſenicall brag- 
ging, manifeſt and declare the ethcacie and power of his 
witand learning, ought euer moſt circumſpeRly, and 


- con(iderately ro make vic of the ſame. As for example, 


It he be to vndertake a bufineſle of great importand con- 
ſequence with his Prince, let him very attentiuely liſten 
thereunto, not being defatigated or tyred with any ocher 
affayres, leaſt that which ſhonld be ſeaſonable and ma- 
ture, become hereby vnſeaſonable and immature, that 
which thou wouldelt haue acceptable, proue vnaccepta- 
ble, and leaſt thou find that which ſhould be profitable 


and commadiaqus, vnprofitable & obnoxious vatothee. 
Let 
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Lethim therefore (if he be wiſe ) as was formerly ad- 
viſed, diligently obſeruea fit time and opportunitie,leaft 
he, both ſuffer his raſke ro be vnperteRed, and his pati- 
ence and hope prone vaineand be fondly truitrated :for, 
this is euer as ſure as ſure may be in the Court, Campe, 
and whole condition ot a mans lite, that Hope & Rewards 
are euer moſt anxious, and vncertaine, which as much as 
may be, it is very fit and conuenientto correct and re&i- 
fie = kind of Arr, and perſpicuitie of wit and vnder- 
ſtanding. W hat herein I haue afhrmed is truly confirmed 
by one, who ſocuer he was, both moſt learned and verie 
well acquainted with the varieties and vicifhtudes of 


Courniers conditions. 


Vita quid eſt hominum ? niſi ſpes incerta metuſ, 
Hac inter duby, vinimus (5 morimur. 


O What's mans life ? but, Hope, Feare ; anxiouſly, 
Betweene both which we doubifull liue and aic. 


Not much vnlike vnto this is that elegant Di#ich. 


Vitaquid et hominum, ſpes & formido futuri, 
Multum triſtitie, L atitieg, parum, 


Alas what's life? Hope, Feare, of future things, 
Whence little pleaſure, much diſpleaſure ſprings. 


Afluredly, tis moſt true, that all good men, whether 
Courtiers, Nebles, Commons, yea, all of vs of what ſo 
euer condition we be, doe ſpend our ſpace and terme of 
life, in good hopes, and ill haps. 

S 2 Moreoner, 


It 
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Moreouer,thar Courtier which hopes after greateſt 
matters in the Court, can neuer make any great pro- 
greſle therein, if he cannot brooke and is impatient of 
contumelie, or knowes not how to indure ſcofts, taunts, 
or mockerie. Let him therefore with patience vndertake 
this iourney, and weaue the web of this life with theſe 
manners & demenors,namely,let him pleaſe al men,parrt 
with what he hath, obſeruethe times and ſeaſons,let him 
learne to couer, & diſcouer his nature, yea, ler him turne 
and wind himſelfe hither and thither, which way ſoeuer 
occalion requires z to be ſorrie with thoſe that are full of 
ſighes, merry with thoſe that are full of mirth,graue with 
old men, and grateful] ro young men. And vnlefle the 
Courtier be {kilfull in this Art,he can neither grow great 
nor long continue therein. us 

But wretched and miſerable are thoſe Courts of Kings . 

wherein no man indeuours eyther by honefſtie, learning, 
or indultrie, to aſcend the ſteps to honour and dignirie : 
but where all men,cither lawfully or valawtully,by right 
or by wrong, they care not how, no man by his owne 
merit or deſerr,{triues to attaine vnto dignitie,power,and 
pceferment. Indeauour not thou ( kinde Courtier ) to 
crcepeinto office and authoritie, by any other meanes 
than onely by vertue, and laudable courſes. 

It thou recetuea repulſe, and another inferiour vnto 
thee, both by linage, vertue, and learning, referred 
before thee, yet notwithſtanding take it patiently & with 
a contented minde,and do not reuengethine owne quar- 
rell, by impious wrath, orpertfidious, and nefarious tre- 
cherie. Itis very behoofefull, for a wiſe Courtier to fol- 
low euermore the moſt mightie and powerfull perſona- 
gcs; and ( as it were ) to follow the very traQts and foot- 


ſteps 
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ſteps of the moſt fauor'd and fortunate,buteuer with this 
caucat, thatthe doe it no otherwiſe than will ſtand with 
honellie or equitie. 

Ler the Courier neuer hunt after or eagerly deſire of The fates and 
his Prince,any ſuch things which cannot be had without deresofs | 
infamy,and ignominious diſgrace;with whatſoeuer ſhew g;honm 
or vaile of honeſtie, or vtilitte, they may ſeeme for a ſea- 
fon to be ouerſpread and couered. Peraduenture it may 
ſeeme pleaſant, delicate, and delighttull, being varniſht 
ouer and garniſht with a beautitu!l, and probable collour 
of profit or pleaſure, but it cannot long continue ſo, for, 
twill quickly be turned to ſhame and bitterneſle. It may 
perchance (as [ ſaid before ) admit ſome certaine mantle 
of mod<cſtie, or cloake of honeltie, and ſo'deceiue and de- 
lude thee, but be aſſured, that £woa per ſe turpe, nunquan 
erut honeſt um. That which in it [elfe u filthy or ſhamefull,can 
by no meanes be honeſt. Let the Courtier therefore take 
heed thar hee delight not or delude not himſelfe with 
goods ill got, which will in th'end vadoubtedly turne to 

$ owne deſtruction. _ 

Let the Courtier alſo eſpecially confider and meditate 
this one thing, 1»probum ate, hominem infamens aliquands 
habniſe litenai fortunam punquam fiduciam. That notwith- 
ſtanding, that the wicked and diſhoneſt man may concr and 
conceale his actions from publike view,yet bis conſcience 
within will like Cain newer ſuffer him to truft himſclfe. 

Againe, let the Courtier know thus much, that indeed 
wicked and vngodly malefatours, may by fauour or 
good fortune eſcape the puniſhment of their villany, but 
not from the terror and guilrineſle thereof in their Con- 
ſciences: for proofe whereoflet theſe true and excellent 
enſuing verſes, giue thee full fatisfaRion and allurance. 


vt Honefia 
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Honeſta fique fecerss 

Cum maxim laboribus x 
Cedentibus laboribus 

Dulcis maxebil gloria, 

St tarpe quid commiſers 

Cam gandys ampli[ ſimi 

Abibit omne gandium 

Turps manente infamis. 


If thou doe ought , laborious, 

Tet if it honeſt be, 

Thy name and fame moſt Gloriows 
 Shallreft frompaines moſt free : 

But if with pleaſure or delight 

Thou worke a wicked fat, 

Thy pleaſure ſoone will take his flight 

Shame ſtaies and Credrs crackt. 


The Courti- Butletthe wiſe and cautelous Courtier, diminiſh or 


erSioy * _ meaſure out his pn cares, troubles, or moleſta- 
es by * tions,according the health ſafety {icknefle or bad condi- 
the weale or tion of his Prince, and: let him-not ( his Prince being 
_— dead ) like certaine prond Pſeudopoſiles and bloody fac- 
* tious, and nefarious Jeſuits ( farre from any ſhew of ſor- 
row and lamentation ) Sing, A Te deum laudamus, tor his 
| departure. Bur let him rather in a lawfull, honeſt,and re- 
liptous manner condole his death and immature depar- 

ture, in whoſe only life conſifted ( as many times it fals - 
out ) the lines of an infinite many more , by whoſe death 
anentire region , yeaa whole Kingdome, Church and 
Common-weale , haue endured an vnſpeakeable loſle 


and detriment. 


MO & & Þ 


In 
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Inan vngod ly andan vngratious Courtier ouer much wealth diſco 

roſpcritie, doth vnlocke and lay open to publike view, vers what 
þis Auarice, Pride, and all other inteſtine hideous vices 22 
wharſoeuer, that formerly lay lurking with in him, tis 
therefore no meruaile, though they hauing beene lifted 
and mounted vpto the top of honour and preferment, 
poſleflingto much riches and worldly felicity , are ſud- 
denly ruinated and precipitated , into the bottome of 
bitter calamitie. Examples heerof are too many and too 
mianifeſt,both in this bleſſed Iland , and in France, both 
ancient and moderne, [I say not left in the regiſters of 
Antiquity or reports of people, but freſhand palpably 
obiefted to our eies and vnderſtanding. Wheretorein 
this reſpe& letthe Courtier be wiſe and wary,toconſider 
that he which too haſtily, and to highly climbes vp, is 
likely moſt lowly and lamentably to tumble downe, 
And to this purpoſe heare what a great and moſt learned 
Dodor ſaith. 


— —— 2c qi lm, 
Fortuna tulit, raitura leuat, 
Medic rebus longiuns aunm eſt. 


| What ener fickle Fortune lifts on high, 
She ſoone throwes downe; 1th Meane's moſt ſafety. 


Moreoner, let the Courtier attempt all his enterpriſes 7, g. privare 
and cmploiments ſmoothly, currently , and priuately, orecrecin his 
without any the leaſt rumors , or reports, of what he in- 2529087 
tends to. doe, let him I fay vſeall diligence , hate all arro- 
gance, and inthe very a it ſelfe, be as private and (tlent 
252 man a {icepe. T he reaſon heerot why thus he ſhall 
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performe his aQions, I hauealready declared which here 
(with the readers patience) I {hut vpin (ilence.I only add 
thus much and it is indeed aſhame to be ſpoken : yer 
ſuchis the propertieand vngodly guiſe of moſt Courts, 
that gifts and bribing preſents, are the preſent and cheite 
preparations to remooue all the rubs, and to makethe 
way plaine to grace , fauour , and preferment, -Butthe 
truely noble and illuſtrious Courtier which hath learned 
by vertue(a better way then by fawning fauour,& inſinu- 
ated frend{hip ) to riſe and raiſe himſelte to honourand 
dignitie, were better to want both place & grace, than to 
acquire or deſire his honour , by guifts and rewards yet 
tis true which Saluſt that moſt graue and learned Hilto- 
rian ſaies, eſpecially of the Court of Rowe. Rome onmis 
eſſe venalia. That all things are ſet toſaile at Rome , loare 
they for the moſt part at many other Courts , where lit- 
tle or nothing is giuen with out Gold or Gaine, And 
therefore, 


Naxigat inf elix qui caret buius ope. 


His ſuite muſt needes be cold, 
That wants the helpe of Gold. 


Nay if we will belieue eAineas Syluizc, ioe ABMS I18- 
pofitiones or Spirits ſanitt dona venduntur ;, quin-imo ip(a 
peceatorum Veuia nummals 1n. auld: Rowana impenditur. 


Egen the impaſition or laying on of hands, and the guifts of 


the Holy Ghoſt are fould for mony; Tea 1 ſay the very Pardes 
and forgineneſſe of ſinns « in the Court of Rome made only « 
mony matter : T hey which know the-Court of Reme,and 
that monſtrous great hireling of Rome himfelfe, doe 

t knowe 
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know thatT tel] no fabulous fition, burknow too well 
to the coſt of many at them,thar he and his Courtiers are 
of Tits Veſpatians opinion, Lecri edorem elſe bonum ex re 
qualibet : That the ſent and ſawovur of gaine is ( weete,by what 
meanes /oeuer it he gatten. T his impoſture, deceiueable 
iugler, and peſantly Pedler, doth foſter & fauour vader 
him ſuch cunning cozners,& ſharking {hifters,as ſcarcely 
with a good conſcience or credit,doe,vſe nat from vrine 
or ſtale, but euen from Strumpets, Iewes, Grecians, and 
Barbarians to, ſcrape together and euen wipe their noſes 
of myriads and millions of gold and treafure., I here 0- 
mit the epicurious gluttons, the refluſe offals and ſcum 
of all men, who when they once, like rauening Harpres 
begin to hunger and gape after gaine,will bring the weal- 
thieſt men (though neuer ſo honeſt ) within the danger 
oftheir deuilliſh Inquiſition. Bnt let every wiſe and dif- 
creet Courtier hate and repudiateall ſuch vnhoneſt wiles 
and iuggling trickes, and whatſoever fauour, moneyes, 
or ſtipend, he ſhallby any meanes procure and ſtore vp 
in Court, let him not for the preſent greatly regard them 
but in ſuch a manner mfpetthis riches,and expe@his re- 
muneration or reward; euen as though he were not 
much troubled with the thought thereof. Since riches 
(as the Philoſopher ſayth ) Non nunquars comitentur in- 
agnos,Doe ſometimes accompany the unworthie. And Di- 
wites wel fint impy && iniqus, wel iniqui heredes, Rich men 
(as the Proverbe is are exther impions, or uninſt ; or elſe 
wniuſt beires of what they paſſeſſe. Whatſoeuer wealth or 
riches therefore thou doſt deſire to acquire in the Court, 
let thy eager appetite or ſolicitous endeuours forthem be 
ynknowne rather than feene and ſhowne forth, thart is. 


ſeerge rather to baue ſought, than to ſeeke them. 
T Moreouer, 
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Moreouer, that Courtier or any els whatſoener he be, 
is not to be commended, which 4 for great matters, 
and yetattempts very few : Let ſucha one know,that the 


| aying of thar moſt ſage Philoſopher,and ſweer Oratour 


Stwupiditte, 


Temcritie. 


is moſt authenticalland true. Neowin verbis ſed in attio- 
nibus wirtutem conſiſtere. That, vertue confiſts not in words, 
but in workes. That Courtier therefore which deſires and 
indeuours to promote and raiſe his eſtate and fortune, 
muſt ſeriouſly and ſedulouſly conſider, and haue acare 
that he be ſparing of ſpeech, and moſt diligent and indu- 
ſtriousin the expedition ofhis aftayres ; for,a mans mind 
and his matters taken in hand mult euer go together, and 
agree in one, it he expe& any prayſe thereby. As euery 
woerke therefore which the Courtier vndertaketh muſt be 
farre from ſtupiditie, or remifleneſſe: ſo alfo from teme- 
ritie and raſhneſle, and he certainely which is' thus care- 
full, needs not deie& and reie& his hopes,though perad- 
uenture the Prince whom he ſerues doe not preſently re- 
y his honeſtie and diligence'with- a ptincely beneuo- 
ence. For, many timestis with him as with others, 249d 
defert non aufert, Forbearance is wo acquittance, And how 
knoweſtthou, or why {houldeſtthou'nort hope, burthat 
he mayin his Princely Aagnificence reſerue a greater be- 


- nefitorreward, fora wiſe and faithfull Courtier:;where- 


fore faint not, feare nor, for,althoughelſe-wheredelayes 
may proue dangerous, yet heretis otherwiſe, where oft- 
times procraſtination-proues commodious-; tiot indeed 
is it ht we ſhould nreleribs bounds and limits to'a Prin- 
ces bountieand liberalitie,but rather patiently to expect; 
For, Beggars (as our Engliſh Prouerbeis )»uſt be no car- 
vers.Such a contented Courtier,queſtionlefſehowſoever 
the caſe ſtands with him for the preſent, yet he euer re- 

tcalnes 
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taines in his conſultations, reaſon and honeſtie; And let 
both theſe be alwayes as a light to dire& him, yea, let 
theſe be the pathes he meanes to tread in,not turning out 
of them to theright hand ortothelett. 

But take thou no pleaſure in the conditions of craftie 
and ſubtill Courtiers, who in their lines and conuerſati- — - 
ons doe {© carry themſelues, as that, by the euent i the event, 
will higbly prayſe & approue proſperous things, thoug 
nere ſo ſhamefull and diſhoneſt, and contrariwiſe will 
diſprayſe and diſproue aduerle things, though nere ſo 
honeſt and vnblameable.Bur let all honeſt hearted Cour- 
tiers, I ſay, eſchew and auoid ſuch vile and ſerutle quali- 
ties,and baſe conditions,and ler them with me thus hear- 
tily wiſh and delire. | 


| Carat ſucceſcibus opto, 
Quiſquis ab-encenty faita notanda putat. 


O, may he want 4 hopefull happic end, 


Which by the 1//ue doth the Act commend. 


The wiſe and well experienc'd Courtier hauing to doe'Toknow 
with diverſeand ſundry men,muſt as varioully as warily nensconditi 
beare and behaue himſile with them all : which he may ,,c1reag dy x 
ealily do ifhe be well acquainted with their qualities and Hiſtories. 
conditions;bur eſpecially if he be wel ſcene in Hiſtories, 
out of which he ſhall learne and diſcerne, that the Genius 
and diſpoſition of the Spaniard is different to the nature 
and inclination of the Italian, the Italians to the French, 
and the French to the Germaines, and thence may the 
wile and politicke Courtier ſee and perceiue their variety 
and diucriitie, But what n now admonith and _ 

2 thee 
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thee of, 1 wiſh may be laid vpand kept ſafely in the moſt 
ſecret cloſet of thy heart and memory,namely,that there 
area moſt peſtiferous kind of Courtiers, who for filthie 
Lucre's ſake,will auonch and confirme falſhold for truth, 
who will prayſe any thing which they haue by relation 
orreport, either from the Prince, or Common people, 
whither it be honeſt ordifhoneſt, yea, and which on the 
other (ide will with the Prince or people vilipend and dif- 
praileany thing whatſocuer,be it nere ſo commendable, 
changing like Polypws not their ſuperficies or outward 
collour, buteuen altering their mind and vnderftanding 
with the changeand mutationof their places of aboade. 
Certainly ſuch Courriers as theſe,do neuer take any care 
to keepe a pure or vnſpotted conſcience ro God, nor a 
good report toward their neighbours. But let vs conſider 
both Kings,Princes,& courners,yea al men both publike 
and priuate whatfocuergthatthere is abone and about vs, 
an eare to heare, an eye to ſee, and a Booke wherein all 
our words anddeedes are writ and recorded : and that 
therefore inwhatfocuerkindand conditionof lie we liue 
weelpecially chooſe and make choyce of pietie and in- 
tegritie, a5 cur chiete guides therein, and let vs be moſt 
cautelous and carctull chat when we labour by all means 
to gaine the graceand fauourof our carthly Soueraigne, 
wethereby tooſe nor the loue of our celeftiall Sauiour. 
O let vs marke and rememberthis, that the conſcience 
being maculate, and contaminated with (mn and impietic 
begets a worme, which will gnaw there etemally : but 
contrariwiſe, thatthe conſcience which is beantifull,ſpe- 
czous, and free from grofſe enormities, doth wonleds- 
ly conſerue, nouriſh, and cheriſhin vs the ſpeciall grace 
and fauour of the Almightie. 

Whiles 
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Whiles I aduiſe andadmonith theſe things,me thinks 
thoſe vnconſcionable, vntutred, and vnlearned Cour- 
tiers,and ſuch as are ignorant ofthis humaine condition, 

may and that moſt iuſtly liſten to me, who to the end 
they may intercept and ftop vp the way from better and 

more learned men than themlelues, by cunning craft and 
fabtill tratagems doe imagine miſchiefe and deltruction, 
yea,and as much as in them lies,doe preſle and oppreſle 
men, moſt worthie eternall laud and memorie. For,there 
is nothing doubtlefle more vſuall and cuſtomary in the 
Court, than with malice, lies,& calumniations, to curbe, 
keepe vnder, and en{nare, moſt excellent and eminent 
men,yea, {uch as hauemaruciloully well deſerned of the 
Common wealth ; by whom(alas) too often,and there- 
fore the more lamentable, euen the good, diſcreet, and 
wile Prince himlſelfeis by them ſold for gold and gaine. 

Furthermore, vnlefle I be much deceiued, I haueno- _ 
ted & obſerued this difference betweene a Souldier and PE wow) 
a Courtier, namely, that the Souldier for the moſt part Courtier and 
victh plainely and apparently,to expreſicand exerciſe his 2 Souldier. 
hatred & diſpleaſure, and to ſpeake that with his tongue 
which he iatends in his heart:but contrariwiſe,the Cour- 
tier ( I meanethe (lie, fubtill, and deceiucable Courtier ) 
will cogge, counterfeit, couzen,and diſlemble his hatred 
if time and occallon doe giue him leaue : wherefore ſuch 
as the(e in time of peace, and in a calme and quiet eſtate 
and condition of things, may ealily ſupplant & ouer- 
throw the plaine and vaarmed Souldier, 
Moreouer, let the Courtiex remember this one thing, 

to wit, that he, very warily and carefully carry himſelte, 
as well againſt iniuries alreadie receiued as againſt thoſe 
which are offered,and that he keepe and prote& himlelte 


* 3 ſafe 
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Oro {afeandſecure from them both : Let the Courtieralſo 
Counceln Know that to beable togiue councell in vncertaine and 
doubtful! =doubtfull affaires doth purchaſe the fauour and aftetion 
waners. ofothers; whichdoubrtull bulineſles if they be ſo anx- 
zous and intricate that thou canſt not deliuer thine opini- 
on ofthem, without manifeſt danger and detriment,than 
tis farre better and moreſafe to confeſſe thy wants, and 
honeſtly and ſoberly to excuſe the ſame, than either 
to plunge thy ſelfe into error or them into pernitious 
danger. 
How to carry - Let the diſcreet Courtier alſo ſpeake of his Prince - 
hunſeli<19- when heis abſent as though he where preſent ; would(t 
Prince being thou know the re aſon? with patience heare it, and I thall 
abſent, willingly ſhew it. Aſſuredly this is vndenyable, that al- 
moſt in euery Court, Enuy and Awarice, doe ſtand vp 
in a corner behind the painted cloth , but flattery , and 
Ambition will confront and out face thee, let the Cour- 
tier therefore I ſay be aduiſedly vigilant, and that I may 
ine ſpeake with Homer as formerly, a fronte er a tergo, 
that is, watch on all ſides, For ſuch will ſeeme in ſhew to 
be thy freinds, who indeed are nothing lefle, who artifi- 
cially and enuiouſly will coineand forge new termes & 
quaint phraſes , thereby to induce thee to ſay ſomewhat 
touching thy Prince,all this whileaiming and leuellingat 
no other marke, -than that thou maiſt be inducedeither 
to make ſome ill report of him, or to intrap thee by ſome 
craftie or _—_— apprehenfion of thy ſpeeches, where- 
in thou maiſt ſeeme tooffend him abſent, whereof had 
himſelfe bin preſent to heare, he heuer had made any 
11l conſtrution. Wherefore let the Courtier be of Poly- 
ps mind,to take vpon himdiuers conditions and _ 
{titions , ſeuerall ſhapes, and ſhewes as time and p _ 
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thall repuire, yet neuer digreffing from equitie and 
honelſtie. 

Againe, letthe maieſty, dignity and authority of thy 
Prince, bealwates ſo reuerently had in remembrance by 
thee,that euen beingabſentrthou ſo behaue thy ſelfe ro- 
wards him, as ifhe were prefent, and far not thy 
rongue at anytimeto ler flip the leaſt fillable, which 
_- be either diſgracefull to him or pretudiciall to thy 
elte. 
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Modeſty in an other kind of life doth excellently ſea- Ofmodeſty 


fon & ſer forth virtue, but in Court to be baſhfull,& not - 


tocarry himfelfe boldly(as if he came ofa baſe or meane 
parentage ) is moſt diſtaſtefull and diſgracefull in the 
Courr, yet let the Courtier then take heed that he beſor 
not himſelfe with cuer much modeſty,which the Erhicks 
do not improperly or imprudently call Frigiditie or 
coldneſle of courape, pulilanimiry or faint heartedneſle, 
for he which thus vndiſcreetly withdrawes or pulls him- 
ſelfe backe, being. neuer called to the execution of im- 
portant affaires, nor in any notable or excellent emploi- 
mentaſ{iftant or ſeruiceable to his Prince, {hail neuer be 
able of promotion or preterrement. Letthe Courtier 
likewiſe wiſely auoide to much ſhamefaſtneſle, that is, 
{uchan mt or extremitie therein-as comes moſt neere 
to ruſticitie and ſottiſhnefle, whereby we can ſcarſely do 
almoſt any thing butthat we bluſh and ſeeme to be aſha- 
med thereat, notwithſtanding that the thing which we 
doe be honeſt and laudable. Certainely this diſpolition 
or motion of the mind, is a filly feruant to regall or ma- 
ieſticall gouernment, and ſurely if euer this afte&tion or 
diſpoſition be robe put away, tisas well heere inthe 

Court,as in the Marijiall-Camp. 
T 4 | Certainely 
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Certainely that Courtier ſhalbe eſteemed truly noble 
and renowned amongſtthe moſt eminent andillaftrious, 
whoinall theaCtions, and offices of his lite ſhewes him- 
ſelfe immouecable, conſtant, a contemner of riches, a 
firme keeper and maintainer of what is juſt and honeſt, 
and which can with a conſtant & couragious ſpirit, paſle 


| by and bearepatiently the vniult menaces, taunts, and 


threatnings ofany what ere they be; I he Courtier which 
thus behaues and carries himſelfe , and may peraduen- 
ture at one time or other, incurre the diſpleaſure of his 
Prince and be inuironed and hedged about with the de- 
ceiptand (ubtilty of his enuious enimies, yer let him ſtill 
by all meanes entertaine a good hope and honeſt cogita- 
tions of his Prince; for it may ſo come t6 paſle that he 
who to day was incenſed with anger againſt thee, may to 
morrow be reconciled to thee z and to this purpoſe let 
the notable examples of Mordecha and Haman,of Teſeph, 
Dawid, Daniell, and many ſuch like , moue and admo- 
niſh thee heerein. 

Itisalmoſt vavtterable, how much, a good and iuft 
cauſe, that is, a cleare conſcience may preuaile.. Liſten vn- 
to and learne this ( kind Courtier ) I adviſe thee that 
in cuery eſtate and condition of life thou make vie of that 
rule which was preſcribed by that wiſe and witty Poet. 


$t redte facies, hic murns a-henews eſto, 


Nil conſcire ſibi nulla palleſcere culpa. 


To do well, is a wall of Braſſe within, 
Aguiltleſſe heart, not blam'd, or ſham'd with finne, 


A goodconſcienceis indeed likened to abraſen Wall, 
| | for, 
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for, Bias that famous Philoſopher , being asked by one, 
Luid efſetin vita metu expers, what it was that could be ab- 
ſolstely free from feare in th life , made anſwere thar, it 
Was 4 good conſcience, Wheretore let a man haue cuera 
reputation or report, and a cleare conſcience, as it were 
two ſtrong wals of Brafle,to opugne & oppoſe all the ca- 
lumniations, contumelies, and detrations of his malig- 
nant enimies, yea I addethis allo thara man that is faith- 
fully conſcious ot his owne innocence,ſhould not be mo- 
ued or molefted with vniuſt ſanders or backbiting : nor 
ſhould he thinke it a matter of more import and conic- 
quenceto heare himſelte11l ſpoken of by another, than 
to beare in himſelfe rhe teſtimony of his owne integrity 
and vprightneſle. And let nor only Courtiers but euen 
all men or what ſoeuer place and condition of lite,as well 
Peere 5as Peſants, Fathers as Children , as well the rich 
as the Poore, hauerecourle to this hauen of happineſle, 
and fly ro this Sanctuary for ſauegard. Finallic who ſoc- 
uer intendeth wiſely and diſcreerly,to manage and or- 
der his life cither in Publike affaires, 


= ————Petite hinc iuneneq, [ene q,, 
Finem animo certum, miſeri54 viatica Canis. 


Let him what ere he be or young or old, 
Make this proutfion , hereon take faſt hold. 


But I tray to farre, therefore I come tothe matter; let 
not the wiſe and vnderſtanding Courtier be too vrgent, 
or inſtant forthe vnderraking of ſuch ambiguous rigid or. , 
intricate matters, which he knowes or feares may proue char buſ-. 


diſtaſtetull and contrary to the deſire and expeRation of " _ 
V his AMCCIT.KTS, 
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his Prince, notwithſtanding that he can yeild ſome rea- 
ſons and probabillities for the ſame, bur let him rather 
either vtterly be (ilent, orart leaſt deale rhErein very ſpa- 
ringly and indifferently. And to this purpoſe let him 
learne in obſcure anxious and doubrfnll bulinefles ro ex- 
preſſe a more benigne dulcide and gentle opinion , and 
( all rigor being remoued and ſera part ) let him fo farre 
torthas the thing it ſelfe will admit, worke and win his 
Prince to the moſt ſoft and ſmooth ſence or (ignificati- 
on thereof, eſpecially it he himſelfe be voluntarily incli- 
ned there vnto. 
1c Cons Now letthe Courtier know and vnderftand this to be 
never emptie Moſt true, which hath bin elſe where 0m rouched, 
oftalſlcarted- that Courts are neuer empty of fained frindfhip and fe- 
_ cret ſnares and ſubtilties , which doe for the moſt part 
lurke and maske themſelues either in the ſimulation of 
Courteous ofhces,or in ſome bond of incroching famili- 
aritie and acquaintance z but be very watchfull ro be- 
ware of theſe enſnaring inuolutionsentrapping turnings 
and windings, & of theſe perilous and pernitious Rocks: 
For truly heer's need not only of wiſedome, but euen of” 
good lucke as I may ſoſay , anda fortunate eltate and 
condition. 
Munitiona= In theinterim if any fortifications or protetions, may 
p__ falle- ſheild ſuccoror defend thee, goe forward to arme and 
ne» fortifiethy ſelfe with this munition, and excellent furni- 
rure heere following, firſt enrich thy mind with know- 
ledpe, variety of marter and languages, but eſpecially be 
expert 1n hiſtories, a skiltull Lawyer, and a wiſe polititi- 
an,furnilhed with ſolid counſell anda diſcreet and ſweer 
vtterance of ſpeech , asalſo an exquilite, and excellent 
penman, be courteous of ſpeech. graue in thy ſtile, rarely 
garniſhed 
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garniſhed with the liberall Sctencs, neat in apparell and a 
bountifull houſekeeper. Afſuredly, that Courtier which 
bath furniſht himſelte with theſe inſtruments and orna- 
ments, if he atchieue not hereby the amitie and afletion 
ofthe moſt, yer may hecertainely auoid the {lie collou- 
rable and counterfett ſhares, and trecheric of many ; and 
with much prayſeand commendation to himſelte wiſely 
and iuſtly delude his enemie. 


The Courtier alſo being delirous to free and cleare g+. 
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?1'ts or 


v& 


himſelfe,from the leaſt occalions of offence by him gi- Prelents, 


uen, may make the way cleere to him by giuing gitts and 

reſents, and indeede the olde Prouerbe teſtifies this to 
be true, which ſayth, Muneribus wel Dy capiuntur, That 
euen the Gods are won by gifts. And Seneca relating the A- 
pothegne, or wittie ſaying of a certaine Philoſopher ſayth 
thus, Accipere omnium eſt dulciſsimum, To take or receiue 
is the ſweeteit thing of al, Nor are theſe things repugnant 
or contradictory to thole afore ſpecified. And this is in- 
deed moſt certaine,that the ſores & ſwellings of a Courr, 
muſt of necefhitie be mollified and ſoftned with thoſe like 
poulteſies,and healing plaifters, wherby we may aſlwage 
and mitigate the wicked and peruerſe qualities and con- 
ditions ofmen, and the molt vicious and pernicious cu- 
ſtomes and practiſes of this our Age. Wherein as the Po- 


et teſtifhes; 


Munera crede mihz placayt homineſq, Deoſ a 
Placatar dens Inpiter spſe datts. 


Men are by gifts begmild, the Gods appeaſ'd, 
Tea Jupiter himſelfe by gifts is pleaſ'd. 


V2 That 
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Thatalſo of Plato is worthy remembrance. 


Cum Diuts fletFunt venerandos muner reges. 


The Gods, the preateſi K ie; 
; gifts doth bring. 


L oues him whic 


Wherefore let the Courtier vfe fometime this benefi- 
cenceand liberalitie, eſpecially towards thoſe whom he 
knowes he hath offended and whom he isperſwaded his 
riches and poſle{hons may very much reſiſt and with- 
ſtand, queltionleſle, if there be any hammar or wedge 
wherewith to pierce, penetrate, or cleaue in ſunder the 
moſt obdurarte & ſtubborne heart of man, tis this, name- 
ly, Gifts or Rewards. Yet here againe it is not idle, but 
worth the queſtioning, whither the Courtier himſelfe 
may alſo receiue gifts againe, we may anſwere with 41- 
toninus the Emperour, Neg, 09ma, neque quouis tempore, 
neg, ab omnibus, Neither may he take all things, nor at all 
times, nor from all men,but each of theſe diſcreetly and wiſe- 
ly, For,asinall other matters,two extreames are to be a- 
uoided, namely, Exceſſe and Defeff, euen fo it is here, 
for the extremitie of defe&, is, not to receiue ought from 
any man, which were very inhumaine and vnciuill ; and 
the extremitic of exceſle, is, alwayes to receiue all what- 
ſoeuer is proffred , which is moſt vileand auaritious. 

Thoſe Courtiers are to be highly commended, who 
receiue ſmall rewards, and that very ſparingly from men 
of meaneeſtate or condition, eſpecially forthe propaga- 
tion and neceſlary execution of equitje and Juſtice, but 
let them rather with a free heart, and a gratefull mind,ac- 
cept of what is,forthat cauſe,conferd vpon them by their 


TINCE 
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Prince himſelfe : But thoſe Courtiers are contrariwiſe 
moſt worthy deteſtation & bitter execration, which doe 
ſell Iuſtice and Truth for gold and gaine. Letthe Cour- 
tier thereforethinke vpon that, which that moſt wiſe O- 
tatour and Philoſopher Cicers makes mention of inthe 
ſecond Booke of his Offices. Fundamentum perpetus com- 
mendationss iy fame eſt 1uftitia, fine quanihil poteſt eſſe lau- 
dabile. The Baſis or Foundation of eternall Fame and Com- 
mendations is Juſtice, without which nothing can by any 
meanes,be prayſe worthy. Excellently allo ſaid that Noble 
Hiſtorian. 1s atunt nimu [pe a vweritate laborare, extingut 
runquam. Tis ſayd,that Equitie is often forced from Veritie, 
yet it can nener be utterly extinguiſht or put out. Let not 
therefore any gaine, any gifts, though neuer ſo ſweete, 
neuer {0 ſumptuous, no pleaſant enticements or induce- 
ments of honour, fauour or aftketion, moue the honeſt 
and conſcionable couttier from the loue and true delight 
of Iuſtice and equitie. 

Let young men alſo, and ſuch asare but newly initia- 
ted Courtiers,be difpoſed ofin the more inferiour places 
of office or employment ; Nor is it indeed fir that any 
one ſhould be mounted vp to the high ſteps of dignitie, 
ny he haue by vertue, fidelitie and induſtry aſcended 
the ſame. For, this we doe firmely hold, and conſtantly 
conclude, that Arcadias and Honorius were of an honelſt 
and vpright opinion, who ſayd, that whoſocuep did riſe 
to dignitie and honour, ſhould not by any meanes ob- 
taine it by Ambition,but by much labour and induſtrious 
acquitlition. Meere drones therefore are thoſe Courtiers, 
yea,dry Spunges, and blood-ſucking Hore-kaches,who 
neither being decked with any eminent vertue,nor ador- 
ned with the beautifull lourith of elegant Learning, no, 
| V 3 nor 
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nordecorated with any pleaſant delicacie, or gelightful- 
neſſe ofmanners and humanitie, yer for all this doe inter- 
cept, foreſtall, and incroach into thoſe dignities and pre- 
ferments, thoſe riches and commodities, which by due 
deſert and merit belong and moſt truly appertaine to 0- 
thers, more worthy and more learned than they. 

Agpaine, letnot any Courtier of whatſocuer condition 
order, and ranke ſhew himlſelte a vaine-glorious Bragga- 
dechio, in the preſence of his Prince ; and it he know that 
by any exquiliteſeemelineſle, dexteritie,grace,or fauour, 
he beexcellent, preualent, and powerfull, yet let him not 
arrogate the ſame to his owne {ingularitie, but wholly a- 
{cribe all things to hisPrinces tauour,bounty,and benig- 
nity, as hauing receiued them from him, and rengdring 
due thankes to him for the ſame; For it may ſo come to 
paſſe, that thy Prince for thy ambition and vaine-glori- 
ous oſtentation,may ſay to a ſtranger,Come wp hither,but 
ro the Thraſoxicall, and tondly inſulting Courtier, Goe 
downe lower, and learne to humble thy ſelfe. 

Now whither of theſe two be the better and moſt plea- 
ling ſpeech, let the wiſe and vnderſtanding Courtier 
iudge and heedfully conſider. Doubtlefle theſe things 
cannot be too much moued, nor admoniſhed in vaine, 


becauſe as Martial ſayth, 


Arduares hac eft opibus non tradere mores, 
Etcum tot Craſos vicers effe Numan. 


Rich men cau hardly hide their qualities, 
And few be thriftie, when to wealth they riſe. 


Thinkevpon, yea, and in time ruminate and recogt-, 
tate 
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eatethat ofthe moſt wiſe King Solamon. Pro. 29, Super- 
bum ſequitur humilitas, && humilem ſpiritu ſuſcipiet gloria. 
A mans pride (hall bring bim low,but honour ſhall wphold the 
humble in Spirit. Intimating thereby, that the Lord will 
caſt downe and puniſh Pride, but that he will magnifie 
and exalt the humble and meecke. 

Furthermore, itis moſt decent and befitting the wiſe 2\&uncen- 
Courtier or Counſellour, eſpecially to abſtaine from the eicing, 
immoderarte, or rather beaſtlike abuſe of wine ; becauſe 
where drunkennefle raignes,thereaſſuredly canno ſecret 
be kept ſecret: excellent indeed is that Greeke and Latine 
ſentence,and worthy here to be remembred, 2u9dn cor- 
de ſobry,id in lingua ebry, That which is in the hear! of a (- 
ber man, is in the tongue of a Drunkard. I will not here re- 
cite the large deſcription which Horace makes of the ef- 
feats of Drunkenneſſe,but yer I cannot omit nor let paſle 
the Di/tich, which Yirgzll hath to this purpoſe in his Eps- 
grams, 

Vina ſitims ſedent ; natis Venus alma creands : 
Sed fines horum tranſilijfſe nocet. 


For procreations ſake, and Thirſts inſt wſe 
DrinkeWine ; but more ingendersgroſſe abuſe. 


Touching this alſo 047d writes thus. 
Aut vulla ebriet as ant tanta fit, vt t1bi cur 25 
Eripiat, ft qua eſt mer Vtrumg, nocet. 


Drinke not too mach ; or if ſo, be it ſuch 
As oncly cheeres the heart, for, more hurts much. 


Let the Courtier therefore in this reſpe& manage or 
V 4 demeane 
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demeane himſelfe according to the dire& rules of rea- 
ſon, and let him alwaies containe himſelfe within the 
bounds of modeſt ſobriety, and firmely keepe and con- 

| Pom and demea- 
nour of his like and conuerſation, thathe donotany o- 
therwiſe cocker or pamper his body than onely is ſuffi- 
cient to the conſeruation of the health & ſtrength therof. 
Let his meate onely ſatisfie hunger, and his drinke only 
quench his thirſt. 

But ihoore beyond the marke, therefore I returne to 
the matter. Ir is a very cuſtomary and vſual] thing in 
Courtiers to delay and pur of the anſwering of petitions, 
from day to day, And weeread that zhis was the praCtiſe 
of Reboam, who vied to lay to his lutors and peritioners 
Ite wſq, in tertium diem (+ rewertimini ad me, Depart till 
three dayes hence, and then come againe to mee. Hee doubt- 
leſſe which rakes notice of this delay and procraſtination 
and yer perſiſts to petition to ſucha one, doth for the 
moſt part,but looſe Operam & oleum ( as the Prouerbe 
is ) beth hs coſt and by care. Let that Courtier therefore 
which is wiſe, in due time deliſt from ſuch truirlefſe exhi- 
biting of petitions, and ſo vnprofitably to ſolicite and 
mouethem with helpeleſle importunity. Doſtthou pro- 


cecd to petition and intreat ? what canſt thou expect or 


hope to obtaine?aſſuredly nothing, but cither no anſwer, 
or, at the moſt, a harſhand vnſauoury anſwer, which in- 
deedis moſt commonly held in Courts, to bee a fitand 
ſufhicient anſwer to poore mens petitions. 
Furthermore, like as many men are ſuch blabs and 
bablcrs that even thoſe things which haue long time ly- 
en hid and vndiſcouered, yet they will at one time or 0- 
ther broach,and ſpread them abroad,as things moſt mw 
an 
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and newly reuiued : fo let not the honeſt and diſcreet 
Courtier preſently publiſh whar he hath conceiued in his 
heart,burt then alſo ler him very aduiſedly watch and ex+ - 
pe& aconuenient time and an occallon molt fic for his 
intended purpoſe. 

Moreouer, T he Courtter which hath now ſpent much x;.,...4 
time, madea large progreſſein the Court and hath there ofmary Cour 
ſuffered and ſet lightly by many moleſtations, yea much 5 
toyleand crauell, let him not much admire or wonder 
that hee hath wich a conrage & immoueable mind done 
well therein; becauſe the reward'and remuneration of 
Courticrs labors is, for the moſt part, Sapere & penitere, 
to grow wiſe and repent what they haue done. Hetherfore 
which writ theſe witty and true verſes, was doubtleſſe 
ſenſible of the truth ot them by experimentall proofe. 


Contriui miſcre miſer tot annos, 
Guſtando mala, gratias agenas, 
Sperando, ingenueg, ſcruiendo 
Tantorum mibi pr emium laborum, 
Sunt /apere at g, panitere. 


1 filly wretch moſwretchedly haue ſpent, 

Much time at Court, in taſting cuils many 

Tn thankfullneſſe,in bepe but ſmall coment , 

Tet yeilding due obſeruance onto any. 
And now, for all my labours, what's the Prize? 
But late repentance, and togrow more wie. 


Certainely tis moſt miſerable and lamentable, which 
I heerein write and yer moſt true notable and toa well 


knowne. For how many haue there atall times bin, are 
X rhere 
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there, and euer will there bee, whoſe condition inmps 
dire&tly with this, that where as they have bin excellent 
members , and haue moſt worthily deſerued of their 
common-weale , yet for their notable and meritorfons 
actions, haue vndergone moſt dilgracetull and immeri- 
ted requitals : Let vs con{iderand call to mind, in what 
reputation liued Parmenio with Alexander, Enſenides 
with Prolomie the King; Pannomanus with Alcimenides, + 


Aratiss Sitonins with Phillip of Macedon? let vs alſo re- 


member what a moſt i]luftrtous and renowned Capraine 
and commander was Aetizs, in grace and preatneſle of 
authority in the dayes of the Emperor Yalzetinizn ; nor 
may I heere omitthat famous Warrer, and moſt valiant 
Commander, Bellſarizzs, againſt whome alas what other 
cauſe of ſo great crueltic could 7u//inian ever find out, 
faue only meere ſurmiſes and vniuſtly ſuggeſted ſnſpiti- 
ons , who heerevpon ( atter the Yardalls and Perſians 
were by him diſcomfited and o0uerthrowne ) being diſ- 
gracefully degraded from all his honour and dignity 
his eies lamentably pur our, was thus forced to get his li- 
uing,by begging on the high way, by many other exam- 
ples I could amplifte , and exemplifiethis truth , which 
for diuers juſt cauſes I houſd fic in ſilence to be preter- 
mitted, as being very vtwilling togiue offence , by roo 
largely deſcibingthe inconſtanty of a conrcly condi- 
tion and fortune, yer that Tmay not feemeal{oroo much 
to ſooth and diflemble with thee (kind Couttiet )but to 
deale plainly and faithfully,T will heare 'ortely adde thar 
moſt worthy ſentence of Plutarch, 1n the life of 4ratwe, 
which indeed'Thoutd thoft worthy + credit e- 
rernaſl memorrte & obſcruarionartongſt all great Peeves 


and floutiſhing potentates whatſoeuer, Amrcrti2 Regnum 
fernentes 
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fernentes ſunt ac repentin ef ardore quodarn amoris [ubito 
emcenditur;ſed labefactari expugnarig, facile poſſunt,ty we- 
lute ventis inutatg 4tq, flatibus calumnic aſsidue acitantur, 
The friendſhup ox affeitio of Kings,w,for the time,uery hat tr 
 baſty,ey they are ,v ut were inflamed with acertain repentine 
and ſudaaine heate of Love : but ſoone alas and wery eaſily 
may it be extinguiſhed and quite quenched, and themſelues be 
dayly drinen or b:owne to and fro, with the winds of enuic 
«nd blaſts of backbiting emulatours. 

Wherefore ( kind Courrier ) {ince the caſe ſtands thus 
with thee, and that Selamon in his Prouerbes {cemes to hit 
the ſame Wight, when he ſayth, Cam ſedes wt Comedas, 
cam poente, jis cautin & porus cultrum inguttere tus, vt 
ſerues animam tuam. Vi hen thou ſuteſt downe toeate with 4 
ruler or mightie man, conſider diligently what is —_— thee, 
and put a knife to thy throat, that thou ma:ſt ſaue thine owne 
life. With very grcac reaſon, ſayth the ſame King alſo, 
Iram Regis nunctum ee mortis, That the wrath of a King is 
the meſſenger of Death. et notwithſtanding alithis cour- 
reous Courtter, I aduiſe thee, circumſpetly and warily 
to wade through all theſe, with a good and a gratious 
hope,and doe not (atany time) ſo tar diſtruſt thine owne 
vertuous endowments, and immaculare conſcience, but 
thac notwithſtanding, ſome aduerle & croſle times,thou 
mayſtealily ouercome the danzer-obuous tamilaritie and 
affetion ota Prince, eſpecially, if thou happily happen 
to live with a Prince that is pious, prudent, vertuous,and 
a loucr of honeſtie. 

Neither be thou hercin too low deieRed with feare and 
doubr, but thar although through defe& and want of 
iudgement, or by erromious vnaduiſedneſſe, thou maylt 


baue both layed and done ſomewhat contrary to the 
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will and pleaſure of the Prince : and hetherefore preuen- 
ting thy hope &derermination, may let looſe thereines 
of his power, and authoritie to take revenge vpon thee : 
yet forall this ir may ſo come to paſle, that he = re- 
rurne to himfelfe be better aduiſed,and in the end, ſubmit 
himſelfeto the rule of Gods word,to iuſtice, equitie, and 
reafon, efpecially I ſay if he be a Chriſtian Prince, but as 
touching thoſe which hauercieed and caſt from them 


the ſweet and ealie yoke of Chriſt Ieſus, which doe all 
by this rule 


Sic vols fic inbeo, flat pro ratione voluntas. 


Thits will 1 hawe it, this is my command, 
My luit is iuſt, my will for law ſhall ſtand. 


Butas they ( I ſay) haue nothingto doe with Chriſt, 
ſo we hauenothing ro ſay to them. Herealfo I aduiſedly 
exhort the wiſe Courtter, that if God haue pgiuen vnto 


wiſe Couric. him more wiſedome,digmtie,authoritie,vertue,and ſuch 


hke excellent endowments, than to many others, that he 
then conſider with himſelte, that he is ſo much the more 
obliged and bouud to be helpetull and affiſtant to his 
neighbour, yea, and that both God and nature, yea, all 
wiſe men doe conſent herein, that it is very behoofefull 
and befitting all men, to be profitably helpfull one to a- 
nother. Letnort any Courtier hnrellcs in this reſpeR, 
exalt and magnifte himſelfe, or ſet vp the plumes of his 
pride aboue orhers, but let him in the feare of the Lord, 
make a modeſt and right vie of Gods gifts, namely, thar 
by how much heexcels others,and is moreexcellentand 
eminentthan they inthe exquiſite ornaments of wit, or 


tome 
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ſome other [ingular vertue, ſo much the more lowly kt 
him prize and eſteeme himſelfe, being alwayes mindfull 
hereuf, that ;o whom much is giucn, of him will the great 
Maſter and Prince of heanen,exatt and require much againe. 
Let the Courtier therefore be very modeſt, gentle, and 
beneficiall co others, or aptto pleaſure and doe good ta 
all men tor, herein ſhall he indeed moſt necrely imitate 
God himlclte. 

Bur lince the Courtier { according to the opinion of 
the common people ) lines a ſoft, fumptuous, and deli- 
cate lite, and 1s continually conuerfant and exerciſed a- 
bout ſome noble ſubieR or other, namely, in doing ſer- 
uice to his Prince ; Who is he, that can truely terme that 
man a good Courtier, in whom the vertues and endow- 
ments, as well ofthe body as of the mind, doe not duely 
concurre, namely, a delireto be in ation and employ- 
ment, furniſht with noble. thoughts, excellent qualities 
and conditions, heroicke exployts, and of a ſpeech well 
ſeaſoned and tempered with wit and facerious pleaſant- 
neſle? Afſuredly let him which perchance is either igno- 
ranthereof,orynfurniſht herewith know and vnderiſtand 
thus much from me, that tis not enough for a man to 
{ivelland puffe himſelfe vpwith pride,of fume vaine and 
bare name ofa Courrtet, or with the linage and ſtocke of 
honourable progenitours, yea, or with the title and in- 
decd tictle of Nobilitie, or fleeting dignitie, and finally, 
that I may ſpeake with Criſpus the Hiſtorian;Toſeeme,bur 
not to be the ſame he makes ſhew of ; But this rather I lay is 
the ching which 1s eſpecially required, that he which de- 
fires to be honaured and x AE; either by the Courr, or 
any other eſtate or condition of life, let him firſt adorne 


and beautitie itin himſelfe, But neuer [hall he acquire or 
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attaine vnto({ meane with duedeſert)this ornament; this 
excellencie, if he addi& and deuate himſelte ro tgnoble 
and baſe floath and idlenefle, to voluptuouſneſle, vaine 
and vnfruittull pleaſures, to toyes and fooleries, yea, and 
it he ſhew himſelte an vnprohtable burthen ro the earth 
he lines on, and Catterpuller-like liues,onely to deuoure 
and deſtroy the fruits thereof ; but if he be beautihied, a- 
dornd, and decorated with thoſe excellent parts aboue 
{pecihed. 

Furthermore, letnota Countier ftriue beyond meaſure 
to extoll and magnitie his Prince, with glorious prayles, 
and gloling phraſes ; for, as wiſe men will certainely be 
oftended, it thou too bitrerly and ſharpely taunt and re- 
prehend them : ſo.queſtionlefle, will cruly wiſe men take 
it in exceeding ill part to be roo extreamly & vehement- 
ly commended. Prayſe all things therefore ſparingly, 
indifferently,& in due ſeaſon, for as it is in other things, 


{o herealſo to obſerue ni avinvr a devorum,is alwayes very 


profitable, and prayſe worthy. 

Now euen as a Phyſician in healing a {ickneſſe, and in 
curing amaladie or iſeaſed member hath a ſpeciall care, 
that whiles he applies the plaifter or medicine to one 
member, he hurr-nor the other: euen:6o let rhe Courtier 
or courtly counſellour ſo.aduiſe his Prince,that he would 
ſo prouidently andprudently.prouide,and take care for 
his Common wealth, 'asthatin prote&ing the one part 
thereof, he deſtroy not the other, eſpecially by exaRti- 
ons of moneys, and heaute raxattons, Let 'him alſo put 
his Princein mind otthat of Tiberius, if at anytime a fit 
and opportune occa(ion happen, to wit, Bon efſe paſtoris 


tondere peers non deglubere, That it is the propertie of a good 


Shepheard, to take his Sheepes fleece, but pot tofleatheir [ken 
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oner their eares. So likewiſe, when he ſees any Collettonrs 

of moneys,too eagerly or oppreſhuely exacting and cx- 
tracting from others ; let him then imutate Alexander the 
Great, who being mou'd and vrg'd by ſome about him, 

that he might very well impoſe larger mulQs, tributes, 

and ſubltdies vpon his Citries, thus anſwered, Olztorem 
odi,qui radicitus heroas excidat. 1 hate that Gardiner which \ p,;,. 
puls wp the herbes by the rootes. Afſuredly it was a moſt Ciying, 
pious, Prince-like, and renowned faying, yea, it was a 
ſpeech moſt befitting ſo regall and royalla Prince as him- 

ſelfe was. For, what can be more ſhametull and ablurd 

ina Prince, orany other great Peere, than with Ye/patiar 

to deſire Gaine, yea, though it were our of toule and fil- 

thy ſtale or vine? 

Moreouer, it is a foule ſhame fora Courtier to be ig- what acour- -. 
norant of, and vnacquainted with the ſtate, condition, tier muit noe 
and potencie of Princes, the Science and knowledge of }{ 50 
Counſellours; the originall of Families, and: eſpeaally, 
all che true tokens and badpes of honour, and ſuch like, 
of thoſe Regions, Kingdomes,or Countries wherein per- 
aduenture vpon his Princes command, he is to liue, aad 
to exccuteany honourable Embaſlages. Againe, itis ve- 
ry pertinent to the knowledge ofa prudent courtier,that 
he vnderſtand and know, how many Caſtles, othces of e- 
minencie, Woods, Ponds, and fuch like, are belonging 
to his Prince, what,and how many Souldiersthey traine 
vpin military diſcipline, how many and how well tortiti- 
ed Citties,as allo how many worthie men. who haue bin 
educared inthe moſt famous Academies of Europe, and 
areexquilicely inftruted irval{the Sciences. Truely ir 1s 
vaſpeakeable to declare;whar eſpeciall meanes'of honor 
and aduanecment it is for the Courticrto be throughly 
Ne. X 4 | in{ighted 
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inſighted and experienced intheſe things ; and contrart- 
wiſe whata diſgraceand diſcreditir is for him to be mute 
and dumbe,when heis queſtioned conccraing all,or any 
of thele. 
Now the chiefe and eſpeciall meanes to know theſe 
things very perfe&ly, is our of Hiſtories, and Antiqui- 
Antiquities. ' ties , noram I able indeed ſufficiently ro exhorr, ſtir vp, 
and (timulate the Courrtier, to the moſt ſerious, (edulous, 
and conſtant reading of them. For, out of this tountaine, 
eſpecially out of the Store-houle of the ſacred Scrip- 
Sacred Scrip- tyres, Courtiers may colle& and draw forth this know- 
tures, ny al . Ts 
ledge ; thar, it is not ſufficient onely to know what is juſt 
Notethis, andright, but thatthey muſt of necefftie doe the ſame. 
For ſo ſayes the Text of holy writ, Nequaquam ſufficit 
Dei voluntatems ſciremſiillam ipſo fatto at g, opere preſte- 
mms, It ts not enough oncly to know the wills God,wnleſſe 
indeed and attion we performe the ſame. And to this pur- 
poſe I thought it worth my labour, to add this Ds/tich 
of an vncertaine Author, moſt worthie due obſeruation 
of all good men. 


Lid inuat innumerss ſcire at g, enoluere caſus 
Si fugienda facs, && facienda fugi. 


What proffits it to read much, much to know, 
If Badneſ e thou embrace, Goodneſſe for-goe. 


Furthermore, let the Courtier contemne and abſtaine 
from all tying, cheating, ſimulation, and difhmularion, 
lethim here liſten vntorhat moſt graue and godly Father 
Saint Auguſtine, giuing him honeſt and religious coun- 


_—_ ſel}, Laieſcas,mi homo lingue,ty viiam interroga, My gr 
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let thy tongue be ſilent, and be carefull to examine thy life. 
And why? becauſe indeede, it is more afſuredly knowne 
and diſcerned what a man is by his fruits, that is , by his 
workes then by his wordes. 

That Courtier ( which the tearme of his aboade in Not te dc- 
this thistran(itory and fraile Court on earrh, being rer- P*2d wholy 
minated and expired ) doth looke and long for a placein 
chat perperuall Palace in heauen, after thar he hath ſeene 
obſerued and collefed both out of ſacred and profaine 
writings, what ſocuer the wit of man is capable of and a- 
bleto comprehend, yetlet him call ro minde that ofthe 
Pſalmiſ# , and ſweet Singer of Iſracll and with him 
conclude that. 


Tutins eſt, preftath, Deo confiaere ſoli, 
Lars ſe Principibus credere mille vir, 


Tis better farre to truſt in God alone 
Thanin a thouſand Kings in regall Throne. 


And againe. 


ai Domino fidit, felict wauigat vnaa 
Fidere Principibus, vents of auraleuts. 


He which on God depends, ſayles with beſt winae; 
For, Princes blaſts of loue, prowe moſt onkind. 


Now before I put a period and full conclufion to this 
my hbour and lirtle treatiſe , I mnfttruly tell thee (kind 
Courtier ) this onething, namelythat the Court makes 
not 4 man better, bur men rather may make the Court it 
ſelfe berrer, whereby I would intimate thus much , that 
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tis not enoughto line in Court, to goe to bed at mid- 
night, to riſe the next morning at tena clocke, and then 
what with apparelling hinſelte, with trizling and curling 
his baire wich his curling pin, with poudring and turning 
vpthe lame, this way and that way, about his eares, con- 
tinuing thus.in his bed-chamber, euen til} noone at kalt, 
and then to ſpend the reſt of the day in teaſting, teſting, 
and many ſuch like toyes and triuiall exerciſes and prac- 
tiles ; alluredly I lay (and let every Courtier beleeue me) 
that he which is onely occupied and bulied in cropping 
theſe roles, ſhall vndoubtedly finde then but prickin 
thornes; on theſe trees, (hall tinde nothing but fruicleſ 
leaves ; {hall tind theſe vines both wilde and barren, in 
theſe garners [hall tind nothing but chafte ; and tinally,in 
theſe treaſuries, ſhall be poſleit of nothing but meere 
counterfeit mettle. The Courtier ([ ſay) which adheres, 
cleaues, and is inclined to theſe things aboue mentioned, 
cannot rightly vndertake,excogitate,doe,or begin to doe 
any thing, much leſfe perfeQly tinilh or efte&t rhe ſame; 
he alſo which cleares not himſelfe of theſe things,ſhall 
finde many defetts in kimſelfe, and ſuch,as thar, it hee 
mend not his manners, will giue him iuſt cauſe to weepe 
and lament. FR 
Let not that Courtier therefore thinke himſelfe a hap- 
pieand fortunate man,which inthe Court hath power to 
lie as he liſts. For if Courtiers were. ({ which. Il would to 
the Lord they were) the moſt ablolute happy and perfect 
of allmen, then aſfuredly, they. which would-not pre- 
ſently profeſle, and embrace a Courtiers life, might wan- 
der(asthe laying is)allche world .quer, fince we all know 
thatthere is no time ofamans life,that can be better ſpent 
than that which is ſpent, and:beſtowed in the ſweete fel- 
s | _ lowlhip 
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lowſhip of wiſe and learned men, yea, of ſuch as are fa- 
mous for their wiſedome, and excellent parts, and em- 
ployments. Thereforethat I may once for all(more per- 
ſpicuoully)vnfoid and lay open my full ſcope, meaning, 
and intention herein, this I ſay is thething which I eſpe- 
cially ayme at, to admonilh thee ( kind Courtier) name= 
ly, that {1nce euen Courts alſo haue their brambles, bry- 
ers, and thiſtles, no man {hould therefore put too much 
contidence and hope in himſelfe,notwirhitandingall the 
glittering and glorious ſhew and reſplendcnt Jultre of a 
Courtly lite, and ſo (by that means)alienate and eſtrange 
himſelte from his God ; but that he (hould alwaies beare 
in remembrance, how many atall times in Kings Courts 
haue beene prefled, yea, with lyes, detraftions,and enuy 
oppreſſed, and that much ſorrow is {heltred and hid vn- 
der that glorious miſery; and indeed who can terme it 0- 
therwiſe than a glorious miſery, when a man [hall ſo liue, 
& in ſuch a place, where (for the moſt pari)he is ſti] ſub- | 
| iect either to the danger of other mens malice and hatred Theſe arener 
orelſe himſelfe to haue others in hatred and deteſtation; per Reuy 
wherea man in outward ſhew of reuerence,with cap and courners,but 
knee makes bare his head to him ; whoſe head ( 1n his of thisage in 
heart) he deſires, were ſmirten off ; Others againe to be 8*2*®" 
ſecneto bow themſelues low, and even make a legge to 
him, in the working of whole deſtruRion, they could be 
berter content to breake their leg. 
Againe, is it nota thing much to be lamented, to ſee 
men daily to frequent each others company, to Jaugh 
and rejoyce together ; and yet all this while to folter 
within their breſts: moſt crueY-and capitall enmitie and 
| hatred cach againſt. other.” Is it not intollerable, yea, in- 
credible diſhmulation, that a man ſhould in his hearr bid 
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a miſchiefe goe with him,to whom he outwardly faineth 
much worſhip and reverence. O w#;/ery ( I ſay not now) 


glerions, but moſtgreſſe and grievous, yea, mot vnbetit- 


ting an ingenuous and generous Noble-man. 

Theſe things ( kind Courtier) are moſt true, nor yet 
doc 1 flie from the iudgement and cenfure,which I know 
you your felues _ vrge and inferre herein. Butthis we 
mult hold and be aſſured of,as an infalkble truth,that nei- 
ther the Courtier nor any what ſo cre he be, may well 
leaue of to complaine of himfelfe, vnrill fuch rime as he 
doth begin to amend himſeltz ; For, cerrainely as it is a 
great folly, and meere madneſle, Furem,qut intra downns 
aeliteſcit, exira eandews querere (F perſequi, Without 
doore te fecke and purſue the Theefe, which lies lurking, and 
is clofe hid im a corner of the houfe : fo it is a manifeft token 
of great want of experience in vs, that when we ſee our 
ſclues in fault, we bluth nor, norare a ior aſham'd to lay 
ir vpon others, and toiuſtifie our ſelues. 

To make it appeare yer more plaine by example : how 
comes it topaſle, that we {0 trauaile vp and downe, both 
at home andabroad, that we ſo pine, pinch, and puniſh 
our ſelues,tharwe fo often breake our fleepe by riling vp 
early, and going late to bed, what ancelici vrgeth, or 
conttraines vs hereunto, but an inſatiate delire to farisfie 
our vn-bridled lufts ? who I pray makes vs fo proud, but 
euen our owne madneffe ? Who is ir that ferrers our 
hearts in the gyues and thackles of enuie and malice, but 


our owne naturall defe&ts ? Whois it, thar(as it were)en- 
flames and kindles the fire of wrathand fury, inalf our 
inward parts, but our owne impotence and impatience. 

In breete, that] may abſtra& abreniat and epitomize 
into the 
narrow 


the fubict and argument, of this whole treatiſe 
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narrow liſts and limits of one line: Let the Courtier here- 
of bee moſt wary and heedfull, that out of himſelfe hee 
draw a rule to reifie and gouerne his owne lite, that hee 
bee comtent to taſte the ſower withthe (weete; and in 
Court to cxpe& as well, burthen-ſome blame and iniu- 
rie; as beautifull fame and dignity, yealet him know & 
know afluredly, that he which enters into the Court, en- 
ters into ſuch a kind of life as comprehends much more 
labour and care, than eaſe and quietneſle. 

Finally , let him thus conclude, that our whole life 
doth ouerflow and abound with various, yea great and 
greuious cares, affaires and emploiments, from which 
thar the Courtigr may at laſt be fer at liberty, let him ac- 
cept and make vie of this my counſell, itat leaſt which 
I hope it may proue honeſtand wholeſome vnto him, 

When locuer hee determines to bid farewell, and to wholeſome 
take his Ylermums ale of the Court, let him be wholy ex- admonition. 
erciſed and emploied in pious readings, and diuine me- 9 ©etY 
ditations; with a conſtant and couragious minde,let hitn : 
derideand laugh to {corne the vanities of this world,and 
ſend backe this newes to hope and fortune it ſelfe 31 and 
bauing once found the hauen of reſt and quictneſſe; let 
kim with a free heart and a cheerefull voice ſay, 

Inuen portum [pes o'r fortuwarualete, 

Nil gr x9 e#, ludite nunc 4l;8s. 


Ay banes's found; Fortune and Hope adew; 
Mocke #thers now, for i hene done with jou, 


And eruly fince it is ſo exceſſive bard for any manto 
carry and demeane himfelfe in euecry kind of life ſo = 
TY that 
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thathe errenotin any thing: therefote( kind Courtier) 
receiue/thele other moſt. ſhort -remedies herein. Firſt 
ther! be thou here of firmely aſſured that then thou haſt 
tound out wiledome', 'Ihen-thou doſt truly lament thine 
owne tnlls paſts aoft wiſelo ipend all ſeemin? good things 
preſent , and doſt hartily couet and deſire the beſt things to 
come. Allo ifthine afteRions and delires be truly ſerled 
and/hxed'there; where our head and heauenly King 
our Lord and Saniour Chriſt 72ſ34, doth rule and raigne 
in bliſſefull eternity. If then (kind and courteous Cour- 
tier )-thou be of this mind and bleſſed reſolution, thou 
ſhalcealily and truly-vnderſtand, that ir is not the ſafeſt 
way, torely and onely to truſt trothe'world or any Prin- 
ces palace. For, the world paſſeth away,and all the pleaſures 
thereof, but he which doth the will of the Lord , hee ſhall en- 


 darefor exeri” Be adviſed then, © bee aduiſed/( good 


Courtier) Jexhortthee; whichſhortly doſt delire to re- 


> linquiſlvandforlake'this fickle; fraile, and impure Court 


oiearth, and'to bethence tranſlatedand tranſported in- 


totheeternall moſt pure-and perfe&t Court of Heauen, 
Hould'faſtthis refolution;letno by wayes,obſtacles,ob= 
firuMons;;tand: impediments, hinder or with hoid thy 
progreſſe,nd:conſtant proceeding in this right rhode,& 
Kings high-way ; nor let any thing reduce, or ſeduce 
thee, from that life tocome ,11n which,is that day which 
admits no-mghtand vurlalts alt'erernity oftime. Now 
tharthou maiſt ele& and make choice ofa holy and hap- 
py courſe of life, con(ider with thy (ele, hat thou now 
art; whence and for. what cauſe thou\ art,” and then thou 
ſhalr find, that obliuion was our firft originall , our middle 
bring'ts labour ,and our end i:/orrow.” And whatare all 


theſe being knitand comoyn'd: together, allured] ar 
" thing 


On - _ —_—_— _—— 


T he Court of King Fames. 
thing elſe than moſt apparent and maniteſft Errovr.Whar 
needs many words, mans whole life is ſpent and palt o- 
22. , in hoping well and having ill. Now therefore (courte- 
ous Courtier)hete will I conclude with theſethree briefe -,_._ , 
obſcruations,which Ldelire thou wouldit alwayes keepe fon of all 
in perperuall remembrance, andin Courtalwayes beare Wh three 


| : 8 bricte notes, 
abour thee ; namely, that in. Heauen aboue, there is aw © 


Eare which ouer-heares thee an Eye which ouer-ſees thee ; 
anda booke whereintaall thy words and deeds are moſt cu- 
riouſly,andcarefully: written... 


CT Heſe ave the things ( thrice Noble and Renowned M \ r- 
QV £5Se) which Thane humbly preſumed, and thought 
good ta deliner and fet forth in writing, touching the life of a 
Courtier, which 1 haue eſpecially dene for the honour of the 
Court of the moſt magnificent 1 Amt s, King of great Bri- 
taine, &c. 1ndced 1 know and doe ingenuouſly apnize, thas 1 
 hane omiited aboue 4 thouſand things, which might worthily 
haue beene expreſſed, concerning the dignitie; honour, and 
grauitie of this argument ; yet howſoeuer, hereof l ammoit 
canfidenily perſwaded and aſſured, that 1 haue hereimuccom- 
Pli/ft and collected thoſe thingswhich may infome'meaſare, 
delizzeateaud diſplay the life; manners, aud demeariours, yea, 
the linely image, ſamnlitade,-and portrature of a Court and 
| Courtirr. And 1 hope, not altogether obſcurely demonſtrated 
, to euery Courtier, what he u to follow and embrace, what to 
: flie and wtterly contemne.dndwnleſſerl be moſt grajſely and 
"Ih palpably deceiued, the Courtier, if be doe not onkindly ntg- 
2 lect and reieft theſe rules, precepts, aud preſcriptions, but 
x brings them to pratticke proofe and triallby daily cuſtome and 
1 exerciſe ; ſhall haue ſonvx | ths pbietted to the eyes of 
his wnaer{tanding, wherein, as in a mitroar or :0gking-gla(/e, 


C 
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The (ourt of King Fames. 
he may —_ excellently behold himſelfe. But how- 
ſoener, in ſtead of a 
rojdll and r 


168 


[ yood intended ts the Conrt of our maſt 
enowned K 18 6, There 4dde my devote UriFcs2, 
e prayers, . miſt heartily poſh and defiring 
that his Palace awd Princely Sanils, may newer be deſolate, 
deſtitute, or diſtreſſed, baba that he may al wayes haze, ſuch, to 


with their loyaltie, comfort, and good Connſell: Tea, that be 
may no SETS: OY ſuch conſci Coadintoys, as 
Jakes aduiſed Moles)his ſonne in-Law 1s ionne ronts him, 
in his counſels and c altations,namely, Men of approved in- 
tegritie, wiſe, fearing God, ſpeakmp the truth, pure and os- 
om_—_ d. Such Conrtiers and Connſellours 1 ſay doe I hear - 
tily deſire, may alwajes happily attend on our moſt- gracion, 
and ſacred c, who will bone ant be th 4 = 
like, before a pri Good, who bad rat 

A ———_— to relinquiſh or for; Yar 
Which are wot mmclss dels pn and voluy- 


abut arc moſt readie pre 
Gene 


loue bim,('y to line with hin, as may exer be aſriftant to him, © 
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